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That night she saw in a vision two old men dressed in
white telling her that her prayers were answered, and
she would be given a son, and he would be called Peter,
after the apostle, for he will be the father of a whole
nation.

In time she gave birth to a boy and named him Peter.
When Peter was seven years old, his parents offered him
to the patriarch Abba Theonas.  He became a son to the
Pope and was ordained by first as a reader, then a
deacon, then a priest.  He grew up to be knowledgeable,
wise and pure.

When Pope Theonas was dying, he counseled the church
leaders to choose Peter as the next Pope.  Thus Peter, the
son of promise, became the father of a nation and the
seventeenth successor of St. Mark in the year 285 AD.

Pope Peter guided the Church during some of the hardest
years of its history.  Not only was the king trying to
destroy Christianity by killing the Christians but an evil
man named Arian began spreading wrong teachings
about the Lord Jesus Christ within the Christian
community.

When Diocletian realized that after so many years of
persecutions, the Christians of Egypt were not dead but
that they increased in number he became very angry.  He
ordered the religious leaders arrested and tortured
thinking that by doing so he would break the spirit of
the people.  Six bishops were arrested but no
matter how bad the tortures were, they would
not deny their belief in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally they were martyred.  When Pope
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During this hard time of persecution the Church was led
by Pope Peter.  He was a son of promise.  His mother
Sophia wanted a child because she had no children.

During the celebration of the martyrdom of the
apostles St Peter and St Paul, she entered the

church and in front of the holy altar she prayed
from the depth of her heart that the Lord

would give her a child.


