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The king climbed down and gently picked up the hawk, wrapped it in
cloth and placed it in his bag.  Then he mounted his horse and slowly
went back home.  He had learned a very important lesson.  In his igno-
rance, he hurt the one who cared about him more than its life.

Believe it or not the story of King David happens everyday to each one
of us.  We too have a very special Friend who always tries to take care
of us and protect us.  He was willing to die for our sake, even though we
didn’t deserve it.  Our very special Friend is our Lord Jesus Christ.

The hawk can be a symbol of our Lord Jesus Christ and the snake in
the spring a symbol of the devil.  Many times the devil hides his poison
in places that may look safe, like in a song we listen to or a book we
read.  But because we do not know all of the devil’s tricks, we can easily
drink his poison.  The devil’s poison are tricks he uses to make us sin
against God.  When we sin and do not repent and confess to Abouna, we
will die spiritually.

But our Lord Jesus Christ is always there to help us against the devil’s
tricks.  He says through the words of the apostle John, “You are of God,
little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He that is in
you, than he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4)  This means that because
we belong to God we will have victory over the devil because He (our
Lord Jesus Christ) is in us (especially when we take the Holy Body and
Blood during the Eucharist Divine Liturgy).

So let us remember that when we sin it is like crucifying our beloved
Jesus Christ.  It is because of sin, our sin that He died on the Holy
Cross.  We should not do anything that will make us regret our
actions, like King David, but instead we should always try to
please our Lord Jesus Christ and our Father in Heaven by
following His commandments.40

Color the Picture
What did the disciples see in the Upper Room on the day the Holy
Spirit descended on them – on the day of Pentecost?
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