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On the fifteenth day of the blessed month of HathorOn the fifteenth day of the blessed month of HathorOn the fifteenth day of the blessed month of HathorOn the fifteenth day of the blessed month of HathorOn the fifteenth day of the blessed month of Hathor,,,,, we commemorate thewe commemorate thewe commemorate thewe commemorate thewe commemorate the
martyrdom of St. Menas (Mina), the wonder workermartyrdom of St. Menas (Mina), the wonder workermartyrdom of St. Menas (Mina), the wonder workermartyrdom of St. Menas (Mina), the wonder workermartyrdom of St. Menas (Mina), the wonder worker.....
His father Eudoxius was a governor. His mother’s name
was Euphemia. They had no children. One day
Euphemia went to church, it was the festival of St. Mary
at Attrib. When she saw the children, she wept before
the icon of St. Mary. She asked her to intercede to God
to grant her a son. She heard a voice from the icon say-
ing, “Amen.” The Lord blessed them with this Saint and
they called him Mina, from the letters of the word
“Amen.” His parents raised him in a Christian manner.
He was placed in his father’s position, but he did not forsake his worship of God.
When Diocletian ordered the worship of idols, the saint went to the desert where
he stayed and worshipped God. Later, he returned to the city where he was a gover-
nor and confessed the name of the Lord. They tried to dissuade him, but he did not
change his mind. The governor ordered his head to be cut off, his body to be cast
into fire and his ashes to be scattered in the wind. The body remained in the fire
three days and three nights but it was not damaged. His sister gave the soldiers
much money to take the body to Alexandria as her brother had asked her. On the
trip, sea beasts came out of the water and attacked the passengers. They were all
frightened. The saint’s sister prayed to the Lord and fire went out from St. Mina’s
body and burned the beasts. The people of Alexandria and the Patriarch went to
receive the sacred body of St. Mina. They wrapped it in expensive shrouds and
placed it in the church. When the time of persecution ended, the Lord’s command
was to place St. Mina’s body on a camel and take it to where He will show them. The
people followed the camel as it arrived at a place called Lake Bayad in Marriot.
They placed it in a grave in a beautiful garden and many miracles happened through
it. After a while, the governor decided to take St. Mina’s body with him while fight-
ing the Barbarians. When he returned victoriously, he wanted to take the body with
him to Alexandria, but God’s will did not permit him. He then returned it to its
place. As time passed, no one knew where the body was buried. When the
Lord wanted to show the location of St. Mina’s body, He allowed some
miracles to happen in that place. When the body was found, the Em-
peror sent men and money and built a church in that place. When the
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Named after Hator or Hatho, the goddess of love and
beauty, because during this month the lands become
lush and green.

Gregorian Calendar equivalent:
November 10 to December 9

HathorHathorHathorHathorHathor

he blessed month of Hathor is the third Coptic month in the Coptic calendar.
It begins in November and continues through the first nine days of December.

During this holy month, the church prays using the common rite and mentions the
waters of the rivers.

The second half of the month is the beginning of the Nativity Fast.  The month of
Hathor is rich with the commemoration of many saints and martyrs who shed their
blood for clinging to their God and defending their faith and their Church.

We will take this opportunity to mention a few of these saints:

On the eleventh day of the blessed month of HathorOn the eleventh day of the blessed month of HathorOn the eleventh day of the blessed month of HathorOn the eleventh day of the blessed month of HathorOn the eleventh day of the blessed month of Hathor,,,,, we commemorate thewe commemorate thewe commemorate thewe commemorate thewe commemorate the
departure of the righteous departure of the righteous departure of the righteous departure of the righteous departure of the righteous AnnaAnnaAnnaAnnaAnna, the mother of our Ladythe mother of our Ladythe mother of our Ladythe mother of our Ladythe mother of our Lady, the, the, the, the, the
holy Vholy Vholy Vholy Vholy Virgin St. Maryirgin St. Maryirgin St. Maryirgin St. Maryirgin St. Mary, the Mother of God., the Mother of God., the Mother of God., the Mother of God., the Mother of God.

St. Anna was one of three daughters to a father named Mathan.
Her mother’s name was Mariam. St. Anna had no children and

she prayed to God to grant her a child. God blessed her
with a daughter who delighted her mother’s eyes and

all the eyes of mankind. She was the Virgin St. Mary,
the Mother of God.
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The Coptic New Year
The The The The The YYYYYear of the Martyrsear of the Martyrsear of the Martyrsear of the Martyrsear of the Martyrs

Written by: Marie Hanna
St. Mary & St. Mina Church, Clearwater, FL

very year we celebrate the Coptic New Year.  On September 11(on the
Gregorian leap year, the Coptic New Year is on September 12), we celebrate

a New Year, beginning on the first day of the month of: Wout (Thoout).   But what
is the Coptic New Year?  Let’s find out now.

The Coptic New Year, also known as the Nayrouz, is a new beginning for Coptic
Christians.  It is a time to remember and celebrate the martyrs (those who died
in Christ’s name).  We glorify and celebrate what they have suffered for the sake
of keeping the faith strong and alive for us.

Many things, such as altar dressings, are often red on this day to represent the
martyrs’ blood that was shed in Christ’s name.  Many hymns are sung on this
night.  These hymns are sung to remember and honor many Christians who
suffered under pagan or non-Christian rule.  Some of the tunes and hymns are
over a thousand years old.

The Coptic Calendar is also known as the “calendar of the martyrs”.  This is
because our Church offered more martyrs than many of the other Churches.
That is why our calendar honors the martyrs.

The naming of the Year of the Martyrs started in 284 AD.  This was the year
Diocletian became Roman Emperor.  He tortured and persecuted thousands of
Christians.

A commonly asked question is “Why does the Coptic Calendar start
at 284 AD, while the common calendar started long before this?”
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the Coptic Church was the prime credit in determining the Holy Feast of the
Resurrection  Day. They thus sent their Feast messages all over the world, so
that Christians would celebrate on the same day forming a universal joy.

How lucky we are to be part of such a wonderful Church.  A Church which paved
the way for everyone to worship our Heavenly Father.  There are many reasons
for everything we do in our Church.  Although it is easy to get bogged down with
the rituals, knowing their reasoning is a step closer to understanding our won-
drous Church and a step closer to a deeper understanding and relationship with
Our Lord Jesus Christ.  In an ever growing world of casual t-shirts and jeans, it
is comforting to know that our rituals and rights come from a long and rich past.

How was St. Demetrius chosen to be
the 12th Pope of Alexandria?

Pope Yulianus, the 11th  Pope of
Alexandria, received a vision from
God in his sleep that the man who

came with grapes the following day
would be the next Pope. St. Demetrius

came the next day with the grapes
and did indeed become the next Pope.

Submitted by:
St. Mary Church, Atlanta, GA

In the old times they did not use to number the years ‘year 1, year 2...’ and
so on.  They would name the year for the king.  Let me give you an ex-
ample.  If the first king was King Tut, they would name the years like this:
‘Year 1 of King Tut, Year 2 of King Tut...’ and so on.  When King Tut died
and a new king came, let’s say his name was King Ikhnaton.  Then they
would start all over again with ‘Year 1 of King Ikhnaton, Year 2 of King
Ikhnaton.

But then came a new Roman Emperor named Diocletian.

In the first few years he was Roman emperor, he was a very good and nice
emperor.  Then he became an awful emperor.  He started to torture and
persecute Christians very badly.  When he first became emperor they
started the years as they normally would(Year 1 of Diocletian, Year 2 of
Diocletian).  But after he persecuted all those Christians, they did not
want to name the years after him.  If they named the year for him, that
would be like honoring him.  The people did not want to honor a man like
this.  So they changed the name from ‘Year of Diocletian’ to ‘Year of the
Martyrs’.

They started when Diocletian first became Emperor in 284 A.D.  Instead
of ending it when Diocletian died in 305 A.D., they kept it going through
the next king and the next king.  From then on it stayed Year of the Mar-
tyrs. This also explains why the Coptic Calendar is also called Calendar
of the Martyrs.

This year I hope we all remember all the martyrs and how much they suffered to
keep the faith alive for us.

Have a very happy and blessed New Have a very happy and blessed New Have a very happy and blessed New Have a very happy and blessed New Have a very happy and blessed New YYYYYear!ear!ear!ear!ear!


