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ThooutThooutThooutThooutThoout

Named after the god Tegot, Tut or Tuhout, who
is the god of wisdom, science, art inventions and
divine mysteries for the Egyptians.

Gregorian Calendar equivalent:
September 11 to October 10

ince life for man is the most valuable possession he has, martyrdom also
has become the most honored and great act that a human being can do to

prove his faith and express his love to God. Therefore, God has greatly exalted
the position of His martyrs. Indeed, they are worthy of this reward, for they hav-
ing loved the Lord deeply, offered their life as a gift to their Loved One. They all
suffered tortures and pains for the sake of the Holy name of God, yet they sacri-
ficed their lives cheerfully for the Lord considering themselves as unworthy to
suffer for His name. Martyrs are those who can sing with St. Paul saying, “For to
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain”(Philippians 1:21).

As we start a new Coptic year, we celebrate our martyrs reminding ourselves
with their virtues and their abundance in their faith in Christ even to the last
breath. Those who did not care about their bodies or their earthly lives, but in
everything they cared for Christ Jesus and the life of communion with Him.

They were always steadfast before all their tribulations, rejoicing in all their
afflictions. Thus, as we meditate in their lives, we gain hope and comfort

knowing that by following their example, we will receive the crown of
life. “Whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their

conduct”(Hebrews 13:7).

S
  Like the other sacraments we 

have, the sacrament of marriage 
has special prayers. During these 
prayers, the Holy Spirit of God 
comes down on the bride and 
groom and makes them one 
person, no longer two. They have 
been made into one person (just 
as Eve taken from Adam and was 
one with Adam). This is the 
mystery of this sacrament. 

While at the wedding, the people ran out of wine.  St.
Mary asked her Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to help
them.  Our Lord Jesus Christ asked the servants to fill
six large stone water jars with water.  Then He told
them to draw some of the water out and give it to the
host of the wedding to try.  When the host of the wed-
ding tried the wine, he found it to be better than the
original wine given out earlier.

Our Lord’s presence at the wedding in Cana shows that He blesses the
union between a husband and a wife.

        Micah
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The month of Thoout is a very special month, for it offers us a complete meal that
feeds us with all meanings of martyrdom. Through its events, we can under-
stand that martyrdom is a living act that we do in our daily life by keeping the
commands of God, bearing the hatred of the world to us, and standing firm be-
fore the trials of the adversary.

At the beginning of the month, we celebrate the feast of  great saints. Among the
saints is St. John the Baptist. By the middle of the month, we celebrate the feast
of transferring the relics of St. Stephen the first martyr. And finally, our Church
arranged the feast of the discovery of the Holy Cross to fall in the first month of
the year to confirm to us that the journey of our life with Christ starts by carry-
ing the cross, sharing with Him its pains, overcoming the present world, and
waiting on His glorious Second Coming.
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A long time ago, when God created Adam, He saw
that Adam needed a partner.  So He placed Adam in
a deep sleep and then took a rib from his side and
created Eve.  Eve became Adam’s wife.  God blessed
the union by presenting Eve to Adam.  Adam and
Eve lived very happily in Paradise until sin entered
and God exiled Adam and Eve from Paradise be-
cause they disobeyed His commandment.

 Our Lord Jesus Christ also blessed 
the sacrament of marriage when 
He attended the Wedding at Cana.  
Our Lord went to the wedding 
along with His holy mother and 
His disciples.  It was there that He 
turned water into wine. 

        Micah


