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Mission Statement 
We, the magazine staff, have a 
mission regarding you, the 
reader: to encourage you on 
your Christian walk and to 
strengthen you through articles, 
answers, and more about Godõs 
very special plan for you.  
 
Material Submission: By submit-
ting letters and other materials 
to Mighty Arrows Magazine, you 
agree that the materials submit-
ted are the property of Mighty 
Arrows Magazine and will not be 
returned, and you agree that 
Mighty Arrows Magazine, its 
assigns and licensees, have 
been granted the non-exclusive 
right to use and/or reproduce 
the materials in any manner 

and for any purposes. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen. 
 

My Beloved Youth, 
 

Evangelism is one of the greatest miracles, not only in a historical context, but it is an evident on-going miracle. Seventy-three 
books of the Old Testament (including the Second Canonical Books) paved the way of our hearts to await the Messiah. Before 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Archangel Gabriel joyfully announced the anticipated birth of the Forerunner, John the 
Baptist, to his father, the priest. The Archangel then had the honor of the Annunciation of the Savior to the Blessed Virgin 
Mother. Angels proclaimed the great news of the birth of Christ to the shepherds in the fields. Magi from the East arrived to 
witness the Child King and spread the word of His birth. All these events, prophecies, and encounters directly and indirectly 
evangelized the world about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 

Christ our Lord and the Holy Familyôs flight into Egypt began the Christian mission of Evangelism which would spread through-
out the world. As He entered this pagan infested land of philosophy and science, the prophecies of old were fulfilled. There in 
Egypt, the Holy Family inadvertently prepared the Egyptian people for a faith that would never be exterminated from its sands. 
This would become a faith that would prove to be a light to the world throughout the ages. Christ personally prepared Egypt for 
evangelism. Egypt is where His servant the apostle, evangelist and martyr, St. Mark, later traveled to establish Christôs holy 
church in this great land which had in former times harbored many prophets and was to be the land of birth for many righteous 
men and women, the birthplace of monasticism, the perseverance of confessors, and the bloodshed of martyrs. 
 

The New Testament reveals the beginning of the apostolic missions which continue even until today. Amongst them is one of 
the greatest converts, the Apostle Paul, who wrote more than one half of the New Testament and eventually received the 
crown of martyrdom. Yet, there are many who evangelized without apostolic titles, but under the auspices of the apostles. 
These were simple folks whom Christ personally healed, forgave their sins, and/or raised from the dead. They naturally became 
indebted to Him for renewing their lives and proclaimed His deity in the streets. St. Longines speared Christ while He hung 
upon the cross after He had died. While witnessing the pouring of His holy blood and water from His wounded side, this centu-
rion accepted the faith and was eventually martyred. Two unbecoming women amongst the many also evangelized: the Sa-
maritan Woman, shamed by her own people because of her sins, boldly changed a nation when Christ revealed Himself to her 
and allowed her to evangelize in His name; St. Mary Magdalen, once possessed by seven evil spirits, was sent by the Lord 
Himself to proclaim His holy resurrection to His disciples.   
 

Every believer is called to evangelize. There is no way for anyone to contain and withhold the glory and beauty of God Incar-
nate to him or herself. It becomes the soulôs desire to share this wondrous revelation. The means of declaring our faith may 
vary. For some, a quiet demeanor of a faith-filled life is sufficient. For others, boldness and declarations are necessary. While 
yet for others, their lives are marred with bloodshed as they joyfully receive the crowns of martyrdom. My question to you, my 
beloved youth, is how can we remain silent and refuse to carry Christôs message of salvation to the world? Therefore, have 
faith; share your faith; and live your faith! 
 

Glory be to God forever. Amen! 
God bless you, 

 

 
Bishop Youssef 
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States 
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Dear Beloved Readers, 
Peace & Grace 
 
We would like to extend our appreciation for your continued support of this ministry. 
However, due to the financial strains of producing the magazine in print, which incurs 
additional charges of postage, shipping, and handling, nationally and internationally, 
we are glad to announce three options to offer you for the continued production of the 
magazine. Kindly place a check mark next to your preferred option and we will honor 
your request: 
 
_______ 1. View, read, or print the Mighty Arrows Magazine directly off the SUS-
Diocese website. This option will incur no cost. 
 
_______ 2. Receive the Mighty Arrows Magazine directly to your preferred email. This 
option will incur no cost. 
 Kindly provide us with your email address: _____________________ 
 
_______ 3. Receive the Mighty Arrows Magazine via regular mail to your designated 
mailing address. This option will incur the charges for print, postage, shipping, and 
handling at an annual suggested subscription donation: 
 

US $30.00 annual subscription if mailed within the US 
US $35.00 annual subscription for international mail  
 

If you are currently on our mailing list and have been receiving the magazine to your 
mailing address or prefer option #3, please provide us with your information so we can 
make these adjustments to your account. This form may be completed online or 
printed and mailed with your request. 

 

Name & Mailing Address: 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
Annual Subscription $30.00 (US)  ___ Ck Encl. ___Online  
Annual Subscription $35.00 (Int.) ___Check Encl. ___Online  

 (Credit Card Required for Online Subscriptions) 
 

Please make checks payable to:   
Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern US 
Mail to:  
Mighty Arrows Magazine 
Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern US 
P. O. Box 1005 

Colleyville, TX 76034 
 

*Annual subscription renewal will begin every September. Subscriptions may be pro-
rated at US $7.50 (USA Mailing) or US $8.75 (International Mailing) per magazine 
issue for the remaining balance if subscribed after September. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support of this ministry for the glory of His Holy Name.  

 
Servants in Christ, 
Mighty Arrows Magazine Staff 
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Heroes of Faith:               
Simon & Saul,  

Witnesses for Christ?      
By Maria Mansour 

 
As the Apostlesô feast approaches, I cannot help 
but recognize two amazing heroes in the history 
of Christianity that are great witnesses to Christ: 
St. Paul and St. Peter. They are heroes indeed, 
not only because they were both martyred for the 
sake of Christ, but also because throughout their 
lives they taught us valuable lessons from which 
we as youth ought to learn. St. Augustine writes, 
ñBoth apostles share the same feast day, for 
these two were one; and even though they suf-
fered on different days, they were as one. Peter 
went first and Paul followed. And so we celebrate 
this day made holy for us by the apostlesô blood. 
Let us embrace what they believed, their life, 
their labors, their sufferings, their preaching, and 
their confession of faith.ò (Kiefer, James. Peter 
and Paul: Apostles and Martyrs. May 28, 2000). 

Although St. Paul and St. Peter are two 
great pillars in our Church for preserving the faith 
and preaching the word of God to the world, they 
each had a unique background and a different 
encounter with Christ. Even in their deaths, they 
both had been imprisoned in the famous Ma-
mertine Prison  of Rome and had foreseen their 
approaching martyrdom (Cf. 2 Tim 4:6; 2 Pt 
1:14). Saint Peter was crucified upside down, not 
worthy to be like his Master, whereas Saint Paul 
who was a Roman citizen was slain by the sword 
(Cf. Coptic Synexarium - Epip 5). 

St. Peter was born at Bethsaida, near 
the Sea of Galilee (Cf. Jn 1:44).  He was a mar-
ried man and a fisherman by trade(Cf. Lk 4:38; 
5:3-5), yet he gladly accepted Christôs invitation 
to leave everything and join Him (Cf. Mt 4:18). 
Our Lord Jesus Christ prepared Saint Peter in 
such a unique way, one that relates to our lives 
as youth. Saint Peter witnessed the first miracle 
during the wedding of Cana of Galilee (Cf. Jn 
2:2). He was present during the transfiguration 
(Cf. Mt 17:1). He was also always among the 
three disciples that Christ chose to witness cer-
tain miracles such as the raising of the daughter 
of Jairus (Cf. Lk 8:51). Nonetheless, we see St. 
Peter struggling many times: he lost faith when 
Christ asked him to walk on water (Cf. Mt 14: 28-
31); out of anger he cut the ear of one of the 
guards (Cf. Jn 18:10); finally, he denied Christ 
three times (Cf. Mk 14:72). Yet, Christ saw in him 
a man with zeal to do His will. He saw great de-
sire in St. Peter to be a disciple of His and to 
preach the Word. Many of us are just like St. 
Peter; our hearts are ready but we stumble and 
fall many times. Therefore, let us be strong and 
persevere just like St. Peter did. He found himself 
too weak to do anything, until Christ restored him 
again and gave him and the rest of the disciples 
the Holy Spirit that guided and strengthen them 

into their journey. Let us always listen to the 
Spirit of God in us to lead us to do His will. 

St. Paulôs background and his journey 
of faith are somewhat different from St. Peterôs. 
St. Paul was of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 
of the Hebrews yet a Roman citizen. He was well 
educated since his youth, knew the doctrines and 
the law and had zeal to serve God (Cf. Phil 3:5-6, 
Act 22:28). Unfortunately he chose the wrong 
path in the beginning of his life, but God never 
forgets those whom He has created. He always 
provides opportunities for people to repent and 
return to him. St. Paulôs en-
c o u n t e r with Christ 
on the road to 
D a - mascus 
w a s a 

per-

sonal 
invita- t i o n 
that was g l a d l y 
accepted (Cf. Act 
22:6-10). Like many of us, 
sometimes weôve been taught to do the right 
thing since our childhood, but as we grow older 
and the responsibilities of life take over, we tend 
to drift away from the main path and lose our 
way. But brethren, never give up hope, for God 
will never leave you astray, and will guide you 
back as He did St. Paul. He shall guide us, but 
are we ready to accept His invitation? 

Both Apostles then began their mission 
of evangelism after receiving the Holy Spirit (Cf. 
Act 2:4; 9:17). St. Peterôs mission was to preach 
to the Jews, while St. Paul preached to the Gen-
tiles (Cf. Gal 2:9). It is amazing how both apos-
tles submitted to the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and were led to different adventures. Their lives 
were filled with excitement because they consid-
ered suffering for the sake of Christ, joy that fills 

the heart. When St. Peter first began to speak, 
people thought he was drunk (Cf. Act 2:15), and 
when St. Paul began to preach, people thought 
he had lost his mind (Cf. Act 26:24). While the 
strangest things happened in their lives, like the 
shadow of St. Peter and the handkerchief of St. 
Paul healing many (Act 5:15; 19:12), they always 
gave thanks to God and praised His name. Truly, 
God works in our lives in mysterious ways, for He 
gave courage to Peter to speak regardless of his 
weak faith at times. He also gave grace to Paul in 
the eyes of those who heard him preach. 

I wondered many times how the Apos-
tles survived the mental warfares. Many times 
their lives were in danger. There were conspira-
cies plotted against them. They were attacked. 
Even food at times became a scarce resource. 
How was there room left in their hearts for trust? 
St. Paul shares his experience with us saying, 
ñFor me, to live is Christ, and to die is gainò (Phil 
1:21). Our witness to Christ goes beyond words. 
It is rather a life lived all for the glory of God. St. 
Peter and St. Paul are both amazing examples 
for such a life, as even death for them is gain. So 
we too brethren, when the mental wars begin and 
the worries of what the future holds for us cause 
us grief, let us remember that our true life is in 
Christ and our true hope is in Christ our Lord. He 
is the hope of us all, the salvation of us and the 
resurrection of us all, as we say in the Litany of 
the Gospel. 

Many times we think that because we 
are still young adults nothing much is expected 
from us, that preaching or evangelizing is the 
work of priests or missionaries. God may not be 
expecting us to stand boldly like these two saints 
and proclaim His name, but He is expecting us to 
be a light unto others and show them the source 
of hope we have. St. Peter reminds us gently 
saying: ñéand always be ready to give a defense 
to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope 
that is in you, with meekness and fearò (1 Pt 
3:15). 
 Saint Peter and Saint Paul were indeed 
great heroes in the history of the church despite 
their different personalities and approaches to 
discipleship and evangelism. Saint Peter taught 
us that even though some of us are slow to learn 
and growing in our faith, God never gives up on 
us, but rather He is always there reaching out His 
hands to save us. On the other hand, St. Paul 
was filled with a great zeal that always made him 
proclaim Godôs name even in the most difficult 
situations. Therefore we can now hear Godôs 
voice to them saying: ñO you who have been 
steadfast with Me in My temptations, I render to 
you My holy covenant foreverò (Enthoten Ze - 
Hymn for the Apostles). 
 
References: 
St. Augustineôs quote:  

http://satucket.com/lectionary/Peter&Paul.htm  

http://satucket.com/lectionary/Peter&Paul.htm
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St. 
Photini, 
The 
Woman  
at the 
Well 

She left her sinful life and immediately preached the message of Christ to her family and community. After the Pentecost, she, her five 
sisters (Anatole, Phota, Photis, Paraskevi, & Kyriaki), and her two sons (Joses  and Victor, who was later renamed ñPhotinosò by Christ) were bap-
tized. They became great preachers of Christ in many different places, including Smyrna in Asia Minor, Carthage in North Africa, and finally Rome, 
where they endured endless tortures at the hands of Emperor Nero. These tortures included beatings, poisonings, blinding, imprisonment, tempta-
tions, and finally crucifixion. While these evangelists were enduring these tortures, they also managed to convert one of Neroôs Dukes (St. Sebas-
tian), his daughter (St. Anthousa), and his magician (St. Theoklitos), who were all consequently martyred. 

St. Photini is considered a Patron Saint in the Coptic Church and many other Orthodox churches around the world. Her zeal and love for 
Christ gave her the wisdom and courage to evangelize His message to all whom she encountered. In the eyes of the world, she had not been rec-
ognized as an individual of significance, yet her evangelism bestowed upon her this fame. One need not be of the priestly orders to evangelize and 
spread the true and upright faith. All that is needed is a heart ablaze with love towards God and a desire to speak about our amazing God. Christ 
reminds us that ñthe harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are fewò (Mt 9:37). It is time to stand up and remind everyone around us that Christ is 
the true Light and true God. 

Topping, Eva C. Saints and Sisterhood: The lives of Forty-Eight Holy Women. Minneapolis: Light and Life Publishing Company, 1990. (134-141) 

By Mareya Naguib 

To some, evangelism may seem like a very difficult activity to undertake in their daily lives. 
The concept of preaching to others about Christianity can seem very embarrassing, and per-
haps abnormal in todayôs generation. When most people think of the word ñevangelism,ò they 
probably picture a priest or a bishop preaching to a congregation of regular churchgoers, not 
common laypersons preaching to the random public. However, this misconception was 
proven incorrect by St. Photini, commonly known as ñThe Samaritan Woman.ò 

St. Photini was the Samaritan woman who spoke with Christ at Jacobôs Well (Cf. Jn 
4:4). Her name means ñlight,ò  because she received the light from Jesus Christ and spread it 
wherever she went. She came to draw water, but after she had been given water from the 
true Well, she despised the material water (when one is nourished spiritually, even material 
needs are overlooked). What the Apostles did, this woman did also. When the apostles were 
called, they left their nets. She, without receiving a directive to preach, but driven by joy, left 
her water pot and followed the path of evangelism. She did not call merely one or two people 
(as did Andrew and Philip) but aroused a whole city of people, bringing them to Christ. This 
shows her great zeal and wisdom. 
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Community Life                     

is a  

Successful Beginning 

 

By H. E. Metropolitan Bishoy 

Abbot of St. Demiana Monastery 

Continued é.  
 

To begin, as we know, the monastic must first 

succeed in community life inside the monas-

tery.  Community life inside the monastery obli-

gates you to gain spiritual virtues.  You live the 

life of lowliness of spirit, because the Lord Je-

sus said, ñBlessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heavenò (Mt 5:3). You 

also gain the virtue of humility and practice 

other Christian virtues.  Most important of these 

is the virtue of love, and so, you win the love of 

the monastics and serve them.  When the mon-

astery feels that you have served and suffered 

much, laboring in renovation, agriculture, or in 

any other service regarding the life of the mon-

astery, then the monastery would feel that you 

are not a burden.  You have applied this princi-

ple: ñThese hands have provided for my neces-

sities, and for those who were with meò (Acts 

20:24) 

 You must refuse the principle of living 

on the bread of charity because if this principle 

augments, it will continue even when you be-

come a solitary in the wilderness.  You will then 

want people to come take the blessing of óthis 

saintô and Satan could begin to create distur-

bances by means of supernatural gifts.  People 

also could unsettle you, claiming that your 

prayers move mountains and that devils trem-

ble from you.  You could find this an easy and 

profitable route, as visitors flock from every 

place and direction carrying their vows and first-

fruits. 

A monk in one of the monasteries 

actually built several extravagant buildings and 

churches on visitorsô donations, which he per-

sonally received, to the extent that he built an 

entire monastery outside the monastery.  When 

he was asked if this was not the monasteryôs 

possession, he answered, ñNo, this is my re-

sponsibility!  This is mine!ò  In this way, he 

abused peopleôs simplicity and trust in the Hagi-

ography which they read about in The Paradise 

Of The Holy Fathers, in a way that does not 

agree whatsoever with the life of exile, the life 

of lowliness, or the virtue of love.  On the con-

trary, such a person only creates problems with 

the superior and authority figures in the monas-

tery, and provokes friends and loved ones 

against the monastery, in order to do oneôs own 

bidding. 

 On the contrary, those in the monas-

tery should feel that you have lived and labored 

in it, saying, ñThis monastic labored in building 

the bakery.  This monastic labored in organiz-

ing the pharmacy.  This monastic labored in 

building the new monastic cells.ò  Each monas-

tic should feel that he has a memoir in his cell 

from you before you venture into solitude; the 

walls of the monastery themselves should wit-

ness to your labor and watchfulness.  Gener-

ally, you should feel that you came in order to 

sojourn from the world and secular people, and 

not to sojourn from fellow monastics; plant this 

within your heart from the start.  You died to the 

world in order to live in a new world, the monas-

tery, not to rebuff the monastic community and 

consider the monastics as troublemakers to be 

eliminated and avoided.  Do not overlook that 

the virtue of humility could not be gained except 

by enduring hardships received from others. 

 Occasionally, Satan deceives a per-

son, like the monk to whom Satan suggested 

eliminating the sin of anger and loss of inner 

peace by venturing into solitude.  He asked the 

abbotôs permission to go live in a cave for the 

sake of his salvation.  There, he placed a jug of 

water at the entryway, and every so often the 

wind would blow, tipping over the jug and spill-

ing the water (water is rare in those parts and is 

only obtainable with great effort).  Finally, he 

lost his temper and smashed the jug to pieces.  

At this point, the monk realized that when he 

ventured into solitude, an angry nature and the 

devil of anger accompanied him.  Therefore, he 

returned to the monastery, begged forgiveness, 

apologized, and said, ñHere the virtues of en-

durance and patience could be gained.ò 

 

To be continued ééé. 

St. Mary and St. Moses Abbey, Corpus Christi, TX 

His Grace Bishop Youssef, Bishop and Abbot 

Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States 
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"And the Word, became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father, full of grace and truth" and "And of His fullness we 

have received, and grace for grace" (John 1:1). Does the 

Father grant us all of the truth when we abide in the Truth? 

Or is this a process that continues throughout eternity? 

Go
d'
s 
Tr
ut
h 
en
li
gh
te
ns
 u
s 
an
d 
Go
dô
s 
Gr
ac
e 
em
-

powers us. God's truth enlightens us to see our-

selves and our world in a new light. Our Lord is 

teaching the way to the kingdom of God with all 

simplicity, plainness, dignity and energy of truth. 

He declares the truth. In Him was no falsehood. 

He was not like the false prophets who were 

wholly impostors, but was truth itself. He repre-

sented things as they are, and thus He is the 

"truth" as well as "the way and the life." 
 

 
Our Lord Jesus Christ granted us the whole truth 

but we will not comprehend it and abide in it if w
e 

do not have the Holy Spirit to
 guide us and lead 

us to understand and have the full knowledge of 

the Lord. "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, 

has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He 

will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 

He hears He will speak; and He will tell you 

things to come" (John 16:13). St. Paul prayed for 

the Ephesians "that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the 

spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge 

of Him" (E
ph 1:17). 

SEARCH  THE  H OLY  SCRIPTURES  
HOLY BOOK OF GENESIS  

 
1. Give the four basic points of Isaacõs blessing to Jacob. 

2. What wrong doing does Isaac, Rebekah, Esau, and Jacob commit? 
3. Jacob responded to God's revelation and word in four ways. List them. 

4. Anointing with oil is first mentioned in what chapter and what verse? 
5. Chapter ? mentions tithing. Who was the first person mentioned in the Holy Bible to tithe? 

 

 
ANSWER TO A BIBLE QUESTION FROM OUR SUMMER ISSUE: 
Why did God let Abraham in on His plans? (4 Points) 

"For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of 
the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him." 
(Gen 18:17-19) 


