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In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen.
President My Beloved Youth,
The Almighty God

The message of this season is one of HOPE. Fottyee days of fasting paved the advent of
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. This joyous feast in itself was only the beginning. It is
Vice President quickly followed by significant milestones i

. . lwritten word by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit revealed in the Holy Scripture and the tra-

His Grace B|Sh0p Yousse dition of the church. The minor feasts of the Circumcision of our Lord and the First Miracle

at the Wedding of Cana at Galilee rapidly followed and we were brought to the wondrous

Editorin-Chief Epiphany and Theophany of our Lord, the manifestation of the Holy Trinity, with a glimpse

Marilyn Ekladios into heaven.

Associate Editor Hope too is one in a trinity along with faith and love. On the same evening as Coptic Ortho-
A Servant dox (?hristiar_ls celebrated Fhe entry of our Lord_Jesus Christ into this world in _order_ to save
us, six of His beloved children, our brothers in the Lord departed to be with Him. In a
— . strange strike of violence, their young lives were abruptly cut short by the hopeless, the faith-
Contrl_butlng Ed_ltors less, and the loveless. What ought these events to have done to us? We will persevere again
Justine Ekladios and again. We follow Him and abide in faith, hope, and love, not only for those who are our
Carine Iskander own, but those who sadly remain in darkness and hatred, we will pray.
Freda Masoud
As the Fast of the Ninevites swiftly approached us this year, as if to remind us of the power of
Special Featured Articles repentance, whether oppressed or oppressors, we also ought to prostrate before the Lord and
3 [ERE] 10 =1 (o] SR Ze [ -1=1=Y M Consecrate our fasts for peace. Just as the people of Nineveh listened to a few words calling
Fr. Raphael Kerelos for repentance, likewise, we also need to prepare our hearts and minds with haste in order to
Dr. Botros Risk. M.D. hear the call and offer to God sincere repentance so that He will heal the wounded and soften
' the hearts of those who wound.

Contributing Writers My beloved, know that there are far more in the world who would gladly strive to remove the
James Helmy joy in your hearts. Let it be known to all, that to sadden the hearts of the children of God will
Maria Mansour be no easy task. Temporary grief, perhaps, but the church which is filled with the spirit of joy

Christine Massoud and that joy which abides deep in the hearts of the children of God who hope in Him, will
Mareya Naguib never be shaken. The apostle Paul, who once himself persecuted the church and then gladly
Myrna Quan found himself ill, beaten, humiliated, and

gl adness fiRejoice in the Lord always. Again

Webmaster/Tech Support . o

Mina Abdalla As we now approach the Holy Great Fast, which some may think it came too soon, know that
it is incumbent upon us to fast for peace, justice, and mercy for the whole world. If the perpe-
trators repent, the Lord is good to accept

: M defend them before Him. For if in quiet days in the chilly month of Kiahk, the land of Egypt

We, th_e magazine staff, have a W \vas shaken with warm bright lights and incense vapors of the apparitions of His Blessed

O EUC ROV G ERE VB GRELIelY 1 .o \who can stand before His wrath? Hearts were softened and faith was inspired. Only

VCIURNCL IR TV EROL UL RRIELIEURE < mother could comfort this broken hearted nation and our faith driven people. For whom

SUUCHICIUCERTCIIR[(IVTe [ RETUCIEIENR o ht we to be more saddened, the mothers of the slain or the mothers of the slayers? One

and moreabout €Nl ot her child to love and the ciher taught her child to hate. God is love. And now abide
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CHRIST * - ,

By: James Helmy =

L

We are entering that beloved and luminous season known as Christmas, or in church Janguage

ANativityo or fAKiahk. o Whil e television ad

sion, AMake it a Loyfuloholi%ay by ¥saving ta

more than gi'exchanges and credit transactions. The most celebrated catchword |thai hﬁ
a®or med the seg@son i s "fihope, 0 and for good

of the victory of hope against near impossible odds.

The Woﬂd Christ entered,.on thqt cold Christmas night, had reached the very #imits of hu-
man misery. Soéiety had descended into the most abject and obscene pits of sin. An epj [

disdain for the mass of humanity who did not join its membership. The youth had beée
over to a voluptuous corruption of life. Marriage was trodden upon,,and divorce was rg
Every moral fiber of life had been snapped, and the Dragon of the Apocalypse seemed| it
supreme.

Into this tired and injur'ed world came our blessed Savior. THe loving eyes’
looked down from above and witnessed the-iselicted tortures of man could no More
pain. He must come down to#ive amolg us and feel ou -
wailing masses a light in the darknésand that light was Himself. But, the offering H
could not be bought on sale at the local store; it could be purchased only with a i
ing, and crucifixion, and it began by leaving the throne desigied faF a dei
signed for feeding cattle. On that day, Hop® was born.

If the great Aostle Paul could rise from his grave and shake from his
twenycenturies, the spectacle that wouldemeet him would be almost incredil
he bare his neck for the sword, he had everylikeason to consider all his mi erings tc
be for a'hopeless cause. He had spent his final years in a Rogpan prisen, we Isted, an
forgotten by all but a few of his most loyal friends (2 Timothy 4:16). He had fouriled but 4 hand-
ful of local churches, some of which were ‘ci)ied with feuds and bickering like Corinth| while
others were struggling with the insidious entry of heresy il Galatia. gy s

' »
1 [t%8 inconceivallie,that Satan, that opportunistic parasige, did not use the%oment [0 whis-
per in Paul o6s ear, iYou are "o ed. And al
Christ Wwas St . Paul 6s sup rfe dU0ring hi sgeda
and the fires ofgevangelism weW to be put I&t, pe I ke.d to Him who was this pe of
g | o r (gologsians 1:2¥ In Him, he found stréhgth tg preserv@ a spirit not of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound mind (2 Timoth¥ 1:3 s »
» -
There is a wonderful little story about a bo’who hasMeur candles. ghheyfirst three, namey Peace,
®Faith, and Love, all sadly go out because no one thesgedays cares for them. The boy enters hi
room and weeps, telling them they wgge supposée to burn to the very end #Then the fourth can-
dlge speaks gently to e | ittl e boy, ADQ@ noi
relight the other <ca —y With shinipng e
other three candles.
» -




The problem is that Sata
ears. He has a custetailored argu
throw our hope to the winds a
heavy and unrelenting
been seized by the paralygin of the terrible ene
called hopelegess knqw its @vil. It follows in our fod
steps during the day, hissing and exhaling its fowl bre
to remind us of its presence; it haunts our home dur

hispers into all o
ent fer"€ach ofyus t
it down in a mood
e of us who h

the evgning, hostilggand threatening; it even finds a wa
into our dreams to harass and exhaust us. The yoﬁng 9

dent stk in his educatigmal path, the girl imprisoned
a selfdestructive habit, the dejected parefts who ha

lost control over their wayward children: all these al¢

tempted to lose faith in themselves and in God, and
submit toe the en®myods "rut

erful and more relentless than this e

> Just as Christ was pleased to enter the wg
ing its worst act to be its grand Hero, so doeg
penetrate the heavy soul even in_its thick
art is too closed up for Christ, no life is t(
BEERSS| s proven by 't

of the web of sin &
ew lights4@r Christ. In Jesus, the fourth cg

I"TFhe road we have'traveled may be strewn with

s; but that is all now behind us. Look before yg

The road ahead is still unknown, still fresh, green, an

garnished with the flowers of opportunity and hope. T
Lord has come and He took up human flesh #hat He mi

have a human hand to reach out to us. The Lord will ey¢

come walking on the water to save us. But, when

reachesgorth to save, take the saving hand! Even if
think all hope is gone, ask for more from Christ. It wi
get yo® through. It is the immortal virtue. It can nev
die, and.Jesus has an abufidant supply to give. -
.
ﬁW‘ai‘t on q mor d; be of
strengt hen our heart ;

(Psalm27:14)

May the hope and joy of the Nativity Feast be with yq
all.

»
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New King James Bible

r, is the hope and light Christ brings to {

t. by Moses the Black, and by all thos¢

rother, my grieving sister, take

hes of scorched sins and the debris of emotional tof
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Spreads
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On the Outside Looking

associated with preachinguilt a family as three beautiful
outside our home churctchildren arrived, and both the hus-
recruiting others to sharband and the were able to provide
your faith. It requires thdor them.

spirit of letting go of some

of your cultural traditions, It is not my intent to bore
to relate deeply and gaiyou with the details of this
the affection of the peopl&wo ma n 6 s per sonal
you want to evangelizerather share with you the wonders
However, there is a silemf His light that shine through the
evangelization carried ouCoptic faith, the strength, power,
by our Lord, when youand grace that spring from the sac-
simply put yourself at Higaments and the love that binds and
disposal in every aspect @eals the Christian friendships in
Sharing the Love of Christ daily life. His congregation. But you may

in the Coptic Church i An learn more about this from her per-
Out si der 0s Pe T %Iév t ofell\yog thasonal experience, as God often
By Myrna Quan you plrayed a lifesaving role in herteaches us His most profound les-

life. You may ask yourselfiHow sons through the little things in life.
can this be, since we are strangers

To the readers, peace and greetings each ot her . 0 L Elar stome is ®rte aof initialb y
| want to share with you todajg that in the spirit of our Lord, wehrill, joy, and success. However, it
some reflections about how @e all connected. | realized thall came to an end when she was

woman | know well who was evarpur Lord could see through peop#ruck by an illness, and her mind
gelized by many of you in the Coefore He met them. This womadrecame so weak that doctors be-
tic Church. | believe that in the higxperienced a similar feeling to tHeved she would not recover. This
tory of the Coptic Church in Nortiyne Nathanael experienced whenwas followed by a fallout in their
America, the time has come forodfs k ed our Lor d, finAndes,vanddamilyydsinteglatiorm w
church to save many who live oufne ? Jesusa ns we r e d . .as her hudbBrel tlaved ® divorce her.
side the church. Itis in the spirit, @fhillip called you, when you wer®ith all this came a rude awaken-
sharing in this mission, that | opamnder the fig tree, | sawng to the possibility of not having
my heart to you. y ou. dohn 1(48 She wasbread on the table, and facing a
brought to the Coptic church by world suddenly strange, culturally

If you allow me, I will con-friend, one whom she would latefifferent, and full of people who
verse with you @ahp &6, thit Wak fer ety fitRefer@ Hot accustomed, and therefore
experience of knowing and lovingyto your church. It sounds kinddi-pr epar ed, to inc
Christ in the Coptic Church. Yeakgaditional, as it is probably thgerson in their midst.
ago, she was an outsider, and likgst common way of enriching the
many youth in our society, she Wagjtural makeup of the Coptic con-
unconcerned about church and Geflegation, however, what is not so

The word evangelization is usuallyaditional is what came later. They
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1:48&version=NIV




