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Bishop Youssef

My Beloved Youth,
May the peace and love of the Lovd Jesus Chwist and all His holy sainty be with yow.

The July issue of the Mighty Arrows has been dedicated to-the outstanding mew and women
inv Coptic Orthodox history who- hawe depauted this world and left behind outstanding ex-
amples of true holiness. Despite persecution, political oppression; and desertiow of family
and friends, the sainty cauwried on the same faitihv aond life of the Chuwurchv of the New Testor-
ment. Through the historical understanding of the sainty lives we cowv exwision the simple
Christ-centered faitivand love of the holy Apostles. Thwrough Divine Interventiow invthe livey
of the sainty our beloved Chuwch doctrines; practices, and services hawve all bees preserved.

Through the writings of the early Church Fathers and through the huumble witnessing of the
mautyrs mavny have beew led to-the Lovd Jesus Chwist. The Holy Spirit continues His Work
causing many new people to- discover the chuwrchv each and every day. Student groupy ave
springing up on caumpuses; corwention attendance by youtiv is rapidly growing; and mary
are taking advantoge of the fullness of faithvfound within the Coptic Orthodox Chuuwch to-
day. TheWord iy getting out.

Making others aware of our beloved ancient Chuwch and ity mary sainty are not enoughfor

evangelismtoday. Ouwr missiontoday is of the saume nature a invcenturies past, to-spread the
Holy Word of God. We must become as the sainty of eawlier atimes and lead othery to-the
realigation that God is the souwrce of all “true holiness.” AW paths to- this endeavor lead
towawd Orthodowxy.

The sainty who- inherit God's Eternal Kingdom will hawve liveds inv active fulflllment of His
Plaw of Salvation. In Worship we join the tHeavenly Hosty -the sainty and the angels—in
gving praise to-God. Within this Heawenly Vision, the Divine Liturgy remembers “all those
who- inv faithv hawve gone on before us to-their rest.”

AW Chrristions awe called uponto-be saints. Romang 16:2 states, “that yow may receive her inv
the Lovd, invov mawmner worthy of the saints, and assist her i whatever business she has need
of yow; for indeed she-has been avhelper of many and of myself also.” I Corinthiong1:1-2 telly
us, “Paul, called to-be an Apostle, of Jesus Chwist thwough the will of God and Sosthenes our
brother, To-the Chuwch of God which is at Covinth, to-those who-owe sanctified in Chwist Jesus,
called to- be sainty, withy all those who- ivv every place call on the name of Jesus Chwist our
Lovd, boththeirs, and owrs.”

What motivates us to- become as saints? The answer to- this lies inv the knowledge of the
tternal Kingdom. A few sainty have been blessed with av vision of Heavenw while sttll inv this
life. Isaiadhvwas one who-sow Heaven (Isaiad6:1-8), as did Ezekiel (Ezekiel 1:1-28), and the
Apogtlejsth sow o New Heaweny God's Eternal Kingdowm revealed as ov City (Revelations
21:22-25).

Ay yow read the articles within this special “Sainty Edition” of the Mighty Arrows; feel the
overwhelming love these holy individuals had for the Lovd. Allow their holy example to-be
reverently placed before the choices yow make inv your daily lives. Fervently pray to-always
hoave the courage to-put the Lovd first invyowr life and inthe end of earthly days have earned
the Everlouting Life inthe Eternal Kingdom.
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