Tobi t and t he Angel

Written by: Monica Abdou
St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox Church, Pomano Beach, FL

Hiswife'snamewasHenna. They boreachild
and named him Tobias. They raised him in
the fear of God.

Tobit was from the tribe and city of Naphtali.

The father helped the poor and buried the dead. Once
there was a poor man named Ghabilios. Tobit gave
him 10 mesasures of silver to help him, and Ghabilios
gave him a paper to proveit. One day while Tobit the
father was deeping, something fell on his eye and it
made him blind.

He did not blame God for what had happened to him.
Due to the injury, the father was not able to work, so
his wife would work
instead of him.
Gradually, they became
poor. Tobit always
prayed to God to heal
him.

Arcnanige

Sara

At the same time there
wasalady named Sarah.
Sarah was always made
fun of by her father’'s
servants because she
had married seven men
and they al died. Every
time shemarried aman,
he died. Sarah was dso
praying to God sothat he
would help her by taking
away this ill fate from
her.

Oneday Tobit called his
son and told him to go
to Ghabilios to get the
money loaned to him
andto give him back his

"Intercede on gur behalf, O holy archangel, Raphael the
rejnicing of hearts, that He may forgive us our sins’

paper. When Tobias the son went out of the house on
his way to Ghabilios, he met a young man that was
very handsome. They wel comed each other and started
talking together. Tobias didn’t know that this man was
the Angel of God.

While they were talking, Tobias found out that this
man once visited Ghabilios, so he asked if he could
go with him there because he had to get his father’s
money back. The young man told him that he would
go with him and would bring him back to his father.
They made ready for the trip and went together.

The first night they slept by a river. While Tobias
was sitting by theriver,
a huge fish came out of
the water to attack him.
Tobias became scared
and screamed for help.
Theyoung mantold him
to pull the fish from its
gills and bring it out to
land. Then he told him
to cut the fish open and
to take out the heart, gall
bladder, and the liver
and to keep them. He
told him to keep these
organs because they
have many benefits.

When you put the heart
on fire, the smoke that
comes out can cast out
devils from any man or
woman and would never
enter them again. The
gall bladder can curethe
eye. They took the rest
of thefish, cooked it and
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took it asfood for the rest of the trip.

One day on their trip, the young man told Tobias that
in this village there is a man from your relatives that
has a daughter named Sarah, and you must take her as
your wife. Tobiastold him that seven men married her
and they all died because the devil killed them. The
young man told him that nothing would happento him
because he was close to God. They went to her house
and told her dad that Tobias was their relative.

The man started preparing food for them. Tobias told
him they wouldn’t eat anything unless he alows him
marry Sarah. Her dad wasworried, but the young man
told him that nothing bad would happen, so they were
married. Tobiasburned theliver and all thedevilswere
cast out. Tobias and Sarah got up and started praying
to God. The next day Sarah’sdad found out that Tobias
was still alive, so he thanked God and so did hiswife.

Then Tobias told the young man to go to Ghabilios,
give him the paper, and to bring back the money. He
also told him to invite Ghabilios to his wedding. The
young man took four additional men from Sarah’sdad
and went to Ghabilios and came back and they spent
time together.

After that Tobias asked Sarah’s dad if he could go
back to his parents because he knew that they would
get worried about him. Sarah’s dad told him that he
could go back with Sarah and he gavehim cattle, silver,
and servants. They started on thetrip back. Theyoung
man and Tabias got there before everyone else and he
told his parents about all the things that happened.

Then Tobiasrubbed hisdad'seyeswith the gall bladder
of the fish and his dad was able to see again and they
all rgjoiced. Then after seven days hiswife Sarah and
everyone else arrived and they had agreat celebration
for seven days. After that Tobias called the young man

and told him to take what he desired for what he did
for them.

He told them | would tell you the truth. | am Rafael,
the Angel, sent by God. | cameto help you for al the
good things that you did, and God was very pleased
withyou. Thentheangel disappeared. They all thanked
God and bowed to Him for three hours. After his
parents died, Tobias went back to live with Sarah’s
parents. Helived in the fear of God with his children.
Then he departed in peace. Some benefits that we
should learn are to aways pray to God for help. We
should also always help the poor and giveto the needy
and we will be rewarded in Heaven. Another thing is
the God sends his angels to help us when we do good
things. May his blessings be with usall. Amen.

Another | nportant Lesson -
The bstaclein Qr Rath

Inancient tines, akinghad aboul der pl aced ona
roadway. Thenhe hidhinsel f andwatchedtoseei f
anyonevou drenave the hugerock. Someof theking s
veal t hi est nerchants and courti ers cane by and
sinply vl kedaroundit. My | oud y bl aned the ki ng
for nat keepingtheroads cl ear, but noned daything
about gettingthestoneout o thevay. Thena pessart
cane al ong carryi ng a |l oad of veget abl es. Lpon
approachi ng t he boul der, the peasant | aid down his
burdenandtriedtonavethe stonetothesi de of the
road. Ater nuch pushingandstraining, hefinaly
succeeded. After the peasant pi cked up hi s | oad of
vegetad es, henaticedapurselyingintheroadvihere
t he boul der had been. The purse cont ai ned nany gal d
comsadanaefronthekingind catingthat thegd d
vas for the person who renoved t he boul der fromt he

roadvay. The peasant | earned what nany of us never
under stand. Bvery obst acl e present's an opportunity

toi nprove our cod tion
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