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Coptic Orthodox
Diocese of the Southern United States

Bishop Youssef
My Beloved, Youth,
May the good will and, wmercy of the Lovd, Jesus Christ abide in your heart.

The Lovd, Jesus Christ taught much about giving and kindness to the poor. “Sell what you have and give alms; provide
)/owsag‘m'ﬂv money ba_qs which do not ﬁroarold/, atreasure in the Heavens that does not ﬁué, where no t/ukg‘affmac/m
nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Luke 12:33-34). “But rather give alms of such
thi«_q: M)/ow/uww, themindewéalétm‘nﬁr a/&dean/w/ow” (Luke 11:41). “But low/)/ou/enmia, do_gooaé, and lend,
hoping fmf MW i return; and your reward will be great, and, yow will be sons ofﬁ/w/Mo:t H'%/v. For He is kind to the
unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful; just as your Father also is merciful” (Luke 6:35-36).

These teachings were considered so important that they were further evident in the apostles’ teachings. St Paul in his
fa/ewelé address to the priests zy‘EpMM admonished, “And remember the words zftfw Lovd, Jesus Christ, that He said, it
is better to give than veceive” (Acts 20:35). St. Paul wroteto St. Timothy “Command those who ave vich in this present
age. .. tﬁatt/uy bevich in ﬂood works, read}/ to give, willing to shave, storing afwﬁ)r themselves a ﬂoopéﬁmzdaﬁom ﬁ)r the
time to come, that they may lay hold of Eternal Life” (I Timothy 6:17-19).

The Hoé/ Book zf/’cctr described the Wév church lg‘wt that time, “And great grace was upon them all. Nov was there
anyone among them who lacked; Sfor all who were possessors of lands or houses sold, themy, and, brought the proceeds ofdw
things that were sold, and, laid them at the apostles feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need” (Acts 4:33-
35). As the number of believers increased the amount of donations and, contributions increased. Donating to the church
was evident since its establishment, as an essential part ofitr ministry and, remains so Wdiétoday.

Gprian writes, “Let us consider, beloved, brettwen, what the congreqation of believers did in the time zf the apostles. Back
then, atth&éeﬂmmﬁ, the Wﬂowu'hwé withjreater virtues. Th&ﬁultﬁ tftfw believers burned with a warmith cffm
that was still new: Back then they sold houses and farms and gladly and generously presented the proceeds to the
apostles, to be distributed to the poor.”

Children of God should give generously according to their ability. When entering into a, professional capacity following
jmdmﬁom one should dwa}/r remember that not zmé/ are rich people asked to give but everyone without distinction, are
asked to guve. “T/Ler?%r& as we have opportunity let us do good to all; Mpea'alé/ those who are oft/w household, #fautfu
(Galatians 6:10).

When we jwawas/wulaé ﬁeeéz give for it is written, “He who sows ngéz, reaps rpa,mgéz and, he who sows bomftgﬁdél
will also reap bountifully” (11 Corinthians 9:6).

May the generosity oft/w Christians inthe WQ/ church be an &xampl&ﬁr us all.

God, bless you,
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His Grace Bishop Youssef
Bv':hop, Coptic Orthodox Diocese ofthe Southern United States




