Coptic Lesson 1:
Ceptic Letters Similar to ‘English Letters

By: Gerges Gad, St. Mary and Archangel Michael Church, Houston TX

Almost half the Coptic Alphabet is similar (in shape and some times phonetic
expression) to the English Alphabet. Therefore, if you already know how to read
English, you already 50% proficient in reading Coptic.

Let’s first learn the letters that look and sound like English letters: (below is the shape
of the letter, its name, its ASCII equivalent (developed by Copt-Net), and its
pronunciation)

Note: not all pronunciation rules will be included ,just the basic ones, to avoid
confusion.

Letters that look like English letters and are
prononced similarly

Alpha Na | A ART vitz | BB

v | VALVE
B | BELL

Ei Eec | E FPEN Zetz \ £ 7| Z | ZOO
o 4
Yota li i SIT Mkappel K | K | LIKE

Me | 1w | M | moow Ne T | w | near

¥ Y

o | Do | © NOT sima|Cc | 8| ciry

Tav | T | T TEST Oou {{Myiny | 0a | Boare

Letters that look like English letters but are
prononced differently
Lettar || Sh P Exampla
Eeta |HH | A FEET e
ﬂ{ oy SHOWER
Khe |7 "WHIAR"
X | ket (ARABIC)
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Now that you know almost half the Coptic Letters, let's read some easy
words using these letters:

Give me ears to hear Thee, eyes to see Thee,
taste to partake of Thee, sense of smell to
inhale Thee. Give me feet to walk unto Thee;,
lips to speak of Thee, heart to fear and love
Thee. Teach me Thy ways, O Lord, and I
shall walk in Thy truth. For Thou art the
way, the truth and the life.

-Unknown

Waord Pronounciation Waord Meaning
Ava (father, asin
- Avva
A kilia bizhop)
Taoc Ta-00s Peacock [ "Tacs" (arabic)
'['_.'é-.]J pa Sa-a San (Abraham’s wife)
. The city of Esna in
e Es-ne i
Egypt
Weill i "Zear"
Seear
ErP {arabic)
F‘;.I..-;.-;M”e._ Za-ka+says Zakara
Bepein  Verseem Grass [ "Barseem
feErmaie
Conie SaWk Close | "sok" ferabic)
KHx Keak Cake
Cirea Se-na The city of Sinai. Egypt
SLHTWHIOE  Andon-ous Anthony

Mighty Arrows Magazine 17



