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Coptic Lesson 1:
Coptic Letters Similar to English Letters

By: Gerges Gad, St. Mary and Archangel Michael Church, Houston TX

Almost half the Coptic Alphabet is similar (in shape and some times phonetic
expression) to the English Alphabet. Therefore, if you already know how to read
English, you already 50% proficient in reading Coptic.
Let’s first learn the letters that look and sound like English letters: (below is the shape
of the letter, its name, its ASCII equivalent (developed by Copt-Net), and its
pronunciation)
Note: not all pronunciation rules will be included ,just the basic ones, to avoid
confusion.
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Now that you know almost half the Coptic Letters, let’s read some easy
words using these letters:

Give me ears to hear Thee, eyes to see Thee,
taste to partake of Thee, sense of smell to
inhale Thee. Give me feet to walk unto Thee;
lips to speak of Thee, heart to fear and love

Thee. Teach me Thy ways, O Lord, and I
shall walk in Thy truth. For Thou art the

way, the truth and the life.

-Unknown


