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Coptic Lesson 2:
Coptic Letters Similar to English Letters

By: Gerges Gad, St. Mary and Archangel Michael Church, Houston TX

In Lesson one, we learned the letters that look and sound like English letters.
Now let us learn a few more Coptic Letters. Below is the shape of the letter (in Caps and small), its name,
and its pronunciation.
Note: not all pronunciation rules will be included, just the basic ones, to avoid confusion.

Ghamma is normally pronounced G as in Ajioc (A-gios = Holy, It is pronounced GH as in Jabri3l

(Ghav-riel = Gabiel) (arabic letter Ghen) if followed by any of the vowels: e.i.3.v It is pronounced

NG as in ajjeloc (Angelos = Angel)

If there are two consecutive j the first is pronounced N, and the second is G.

Delta is normally pronounced ZTH as in dwron (Ztho-roon = gift)
It is pronounced D only if it’s a person’s name as in David (Da-Veed = David)

G Good

Ghamma Jj Gh Oghnia (Arabic: Song)

NG Angel

Delta Dd
ZTH

D
Then
David

Lola
(Lavla) Ll L Lamb

Pee Pp P Paul

Horee HHh House

Jenja
(Ganga) Gg

G
J

Go
Joy

Jenja is normally pronounced G as in Agp (Agp = hour)

It is pronounced J as in Ge (Je = For), if followed by any of the vowels: e.i.3

dinner time. So when they were gone out, they parted
the one from the other, and turning back again they
came to the same place; and after that they had asked
one another the cause, they acknowledged their lust:
then they both appointed a time together, when they
might find her alone.

And it fell out, as they watched a fit time, she went in
as before with two maids only, and she was desirous
to wash herself in the garden: for it was hot. And there
was no body there except the two elders that had hid
themselves, and watched her. Then she said to her
maids, bring me oil and washing balls, and shut the
garden doors, that I may wash. And they did as she
bade them, and went out themselves at private doors
to fetch the things that she had commanded them: but
they saw not the elders, because they were hiding.
Now when the maids were gone forth, the two elders
rose up, and ran unto
her, saying, Behold,
the garden doors are
shut, that no man can
see us, and we are in
love with you;
therefore consent
unto us, and lie with
us. If you will not, we
will bear witness
against you saying, a
young man was with
you: and therefore you
sent away your maids
from you. Then
Susanna sighed, and
said, I am straitened
on every side: for if I
do this thing, it is
death unto me: and if
I do not I cannot
escape your hands. It

is better for me to fall into your hands, and not do it,
than to sin in the sight of the Lord. With that Susanna
cried with a loud voice: and the two elders cried out
against her. Then ran the one, and opened the garden
door. So when the servants of the house heard the cry
in the garden, they rushed in at the privy door, to see
what was done unto her. But when the elders had
declared their matter, the servants were greatly
ashamed: for there was never such a report made of
Susanna.

And it came to pass the next day, when the people
were assembled to her husband Joacim, the two elders
came also full of mischievous imagination against
Susanna to put her to death; and said before the people,
Send for Susanna. So she came with her father and
mother, her children, and all her kindred. Now Susanna
was a very delicate woman, and beauteous to behold.
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Shai @2 Sh Shake

Now let’s read some words using these letters, along with the ones we learned in
Lesson 1:

Word Pronunciation Word Meaning
Adam A-dam Adam

Pacxa Pas-Kha Passover

%mcah Tem-Sah Alligator

Helahwb He-la-hope “Let’s Go” (Arabic expression)

Parakl3t Pa-rak-leet The Comforter

Mexir Me-sheer The Coptic month of Amshir

Pa2onc Pa-Shons The Coptic month of Pashans

Epip E-peep The Coptic month of Apip

Cokh3t sok-heat Hiccup (cok = close; h3t = heat)

Xol3ra Ko-lee-ra Cholera (disease)

Orjanon Or-gha-non Organ (musical instrument)

Ajioc A-gios Holy

Lotoc Lo-tos Lotus (flower)

‘Trapeza Et-ra-pe-za Table (Arabic: Tarabeza)

Ajapi Agapi Love

Abba Hadid Ava Ha-deed St. Hadid

Barbara Bar-ba-ra Barbara

Ramcic Ra-msis Ramsis

Apa Kir Apa Keer St. Ava Kir

Agpia Ag-pia The book of the Hours (Agpia) (Horologion)

@opra Shop-ra Shobra, Egypt

Susanna the Chaste
By: Simoun Khalil

St. Mary and Archangel Michael Church
Houston, Texas

Susanna the chaste...Susanna the chaste...Susanna the chaste...Susanna the chaste...Susanna the chaste...
There dwelt a man in Babylon, called Joacim: And he
took a wife, whose name was Susanna, one that feared
the Lord. Her parents also were righteous, and taught
their daughter according to the Law of Moses. Now
Joacim was a great rich man, and had a fair garden
joining unto his house: and to him resorted the Jews;
because he was more honorable than all others. The
same year were appointed two of the ancients of the
people to be judges, who seemed to govern the people.
These kept much at Joacim’s house: and all that had
any suits in law came unto them.

Now when the people departed away at noon, Susanna
went into her husband’s garden to walk. And the two
elders saw her going in every day, and walking; so
that their lust was inflamed toward her. And they
perverted their own mind, and turned away their eyes,
that they might not look unto heaven, nor remember
just judgments. And albeit they both were wounded
with her love, yet one dared not show another his grief,
for they were ashamed to declare their lust. Yet they
watched diligently from day to day to see her. And the
one said to the other, Let us now go home: for it is

      he story of Susanna the Chaste is a
wonderful example of a pure wife who
is faithful to God and her husband. It
is originally mentioned in the Holy Bible
in the Septuagint version; in the
completion to Danial’s prophecy. The
Protestant churches omitted it along
with the rest of what is called the
“Deutro-Canonical” Books. In the
Orthodox churches and the Catholic
Church, these books are part of the
Holy Bible, and accepted as canonical
books. The Coptic Church reads the
story of Susanna every year in the night
of the Apoclypse (Bright Saturday), for
its usefulness and beauty...

T
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Try to read these words on your own:

Kwbab “Shesh Kabab”

Camit Pretzel

Caxar Sugar

Cimcim Sesame

Amoi “I wish”

Xaki Darkness

Wcanna Osanna, Hosanna

Papa Pope

Cedrak Sedrak

Icra3l Israel

Agp Hour

Xorovc Chorus

Korban Holy Bread

Halak Earrings

@3p23p Slippers

Gwm Book

them in chanting and praising the Lord…(and they do
not rest day or night, saying, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord
God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come’”
(Revelation 4:8). In this way, they will intercede on
our behalf and welcome us when we see them.

6- To get acquainted with the archangels, angels, and
all the heavenly hosts. In this way, we will not be
surprised when… “the Son of Man comes in His glory
and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the
Throne of His Glory. All the nations will be gathered
before Him, and He will separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the
goats.”     (Matthew 25:31-32)

7- To strengthen our hope for a joyful, pleasant and
everlasting eternal life and to help us practice it on earth.
Then, we will be worthy to hear... “come you blessed
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34).

O Lord, please help us to understand how lovely Your
tabernacle is. Enlighten our souls to overcome all the
tribulations and let our heart and flesh cry out for Your
salvation.

Our savior Jesus Christ, we know that our lives are
like “a vapor that appears for a little time and then
vanishes away” (James 4:14). But we are sure, that
“without You we can do nothing” (John 15:5).

Have a question?
Searching for the answer?
Submit it to mightyarrows@suscopts.org and read the
answer in the next issue.
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Did you Know..

IIIIIraq is the second most mentioned country in the Holy Bible. However, that is not the name that is

used in the Holy Bible. The names used in the Holy Bible are Babylon, Land of Shinar, and Mesopotamia.
The word Mesopotamia means between the two rivers, more exactly between the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers. The name Iraq means “country with deep roots.”
Indeed, Iraq is a country with deep roots and is a very significant country in the Holy Bible. Here’s why:

1. The garden of Eden was in Iraq.
2. Mesopotamia - now known as Iraq - was
    the cradle of civilization.
3. Noah built the ark in Iraq.
4. The Tower of Babel was in Iraq.
5. Abraham was from Ur, which is in
    Southern Iraq.
6. Isaac’s wife Rebekah is from Nahor,
    which is in Iraq.
7. Jacob met Rachel in Iraq.
8. Jonah preached in Nineveh - which is in
    Iraq.
9. Assyria - which is in Iraq - conquered
    the ten tribes of Israel.
10. Amos cried out in Iraq.
11. Babylon - which was in Iraq - destroyed
    Jerusalem.

12. Daniel was in the lion’s den in Iraq.
13. The three Hebrew children were in the
      fire in Iraq (which means that Jesus
      was in
      Iraq, too, as the 4th person in the
     fiery furnace.)
14. Belshazzar, the King of Babylon saw
     the “writing on the wall” in Iraq.
15. Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon,
      carried the Jews captive into Iraq.
16. Ezekiel preached in Iraq.
17. The wise men were from Iraq.
18. St. Peter preached in Iraq.
19. The “Empire of Man” described in
     Revelation is called Babylon, which was
     a city in Iraq.




