HOW LOVELY

By: A Mighty Qrrow
St. George Church Doytono Beach, FL

“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O
Lord of Hosts! My soul longs, yes,
even faints for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my flesh cry out for the
living God.” Psalm 84 praises the
tabernacle of the Lord and shows
how eager the soul is to be in the
courts of the Lord.

Looking deeply into these words
makes us tremble, be fearful, and
initiates the following questions:

- Do I have these feelings?

- When going to church, how many times do | feel like
I will meet the King of Kings?

- Isthe church a lovely place to go to?

- How many times do | feel a longing for the church?

- Does my heart and my flesh cry out for the living
God?

His Holiness Pope Shenouda I11 once said, “Itis nice
to go to church and visit the house of the Lord, but
how many times do you meet the Lord of the house?”
Itis great to develop the habit of going to church. But
to pursue itas aroutine in our life, might necessitate a
moment of reflection to re-evaluate the routine. In our
life, we like to do things purposefully. Otherwise, we
would be wasting our time and would be leading a
meaningless life.

So, going to church should serve many purposes, some
of which should be:

1 - To meet the Lord Himself and to be one of those
who can hear—"I love those who love Me, and those

who seek Me diligently will find Me”
(Proverbs 8:17).

2- To enlighten our way and to help us in
our tribulations. “Your word is a lamp to
my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm
119:105).

3- To strengthen our relationship with the
Lord and to get to know Him more. “Behold,
I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, I will
come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me”
(Revelation 3:20).

4- To become more familiar with the heavenly
atmosphere and the presence of our Lord in his
magnificentglory.

St. John the beloved, lived with the incarnate Lord (in
the flesh) and knew Him very well. But when he saw
Hisglory....read what happened to him...”and when
I saw Him, | fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His
right hand on me,

sayingtome: Donothe pees—

afraid; | am the First
and the Last” §
(Revelation 1:17). :

5- To add more §
friends, meaning saints,
to our friendship list
and to learn their |
language, the language il
of the heavenly hosts.
This way, we can join
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them in chanting and praising the Lord...(and they do 7- To strengthen our hope for a joyful, pleasant and
not rest day or night, saying, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord everlasting eternal life and to help us practice it on earth.
God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come’” Then, we will be worthy to hear... “come you blessed
(Revelation 4:8). In this way, they will intercede on of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
our behalf and welcome us when we see them. from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34).

6- To get acquainted with the archangels, angels, and O Lord, please help us to understand how lovely Your
all the heavenly hosts. In this way, we will not be tabernacle is. Enlighten our souls to overcome all the
surprised when... “the Son of Man comes in His glory tribulations and let our heart and flesh cry out for Your
and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the salvation.

Throne of His Glory. All the nations will be gathered

before Him, and He will separate them one from Our savior Jesus Christ, we know that our lives are
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the like “a vapor that appears for a little time and then
goats.” (Matthew 25:31-32) vanishes away” (James 4:14). But we are sure, that

“without You we can do nothing” (John 15:5).
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