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Contemplations on the Song of Songs
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By: Gerges Gad, St. Mary & Archangel Michael Church, Houston, TX

1:9 I have compared you, my love, To
my filly among Pharaoh’s chariots.
The first blessings that Christ bestows on His flock, is
the one spirit: one heart, one thought, one aim. “There
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called
in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith,
one baptism” (Eph 4:4-5). They will be like the many
horses of the one chariot, all working together, heading
one way: towards the Heavenly Jerusalem.
Jesus did not eradicate His disciples’ characters, but
rather gave each one of them a special gift. Put together,
all these gifts work towards one goal, without any
interference or alienation.

1:10 Your cheeks are lovely with
ornaments, Your neck with chains of
gold.
Christ sees an exceptional beauty in His bride. In the
adulteress woman, He noticed in her heart His love.
In the crucified thief, He observed his faith, which
surpassed the faith of the disciples.
“Do not let your adornment be merely outward -
arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on
fine apparel - rather let it be the hidden person
of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a
gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in
the sight of God.” (1Pet 3:3-4)
“The royal daughter is all glorious within the
palace.” (Psa 45:13)

(The Daughters of
Jerusalem)
1:10 We will make you ornaments of gold
With studs of silver.
 Christ sees the virtues of His saints, and the beauty of
their lives. He praises and honors them, even though
He is the One who granted them these virtues. He
sees that her bride’s cheeks are beautified “with rows
of jewels”, so the Holy Trinity proclaims offering her
“ornaments of gold with studs of silver.”
“I clothed you in embroidered cloth and gave you
sandals of badger skin; I clothed you with fine
linen and covered you with silk. I adorned you
with ornaments, put bracelets on your wrists, and
a chain on your neck. And I put a jewel in your
nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown
on your head. Thus you were adorned with gold
and silver, and your clothing was of fine linen,
silk, and embroidered cloth.” (Ezk 16:10-13)

(The Shulamite)
1:12 While the king is at his table, My
spikenard sends forth its
fragrance.
Although she has perceived Christ
as her Bridegroom, and there is a
love relationship between them, she
still offers reverence and worship:
“My spikenard sends forth its
fragrance”, because He is still her

disappointing trip to Athens, “it is in Egypt now that
philosophy flourishes.” It was a ripe field for
evangelism”.

It Is Not Just an Art butIt Is Not Just an Art butIt Is Not Just an Art butIt Is Not Just an Art butIt Is Not Just an Art but
Doctrine:Doctrine:Doctrine:Doctrine:Doctrine:
Iconography is the sacred art of the Orthodox Church.
Unlike Judaism and Islam, Christianity holds the human
figure as the focus of its visual expression. This is mainly
due to her belief in the incarnation of the Logos, the
Second Person of the Trinitarian God, as expressed in
the first lines of St. John’s Gospel: “… and the Word
was made flesh…”
The main function of iconography in our Coptic
Orthodox Church is liturgical. Icons are an integral part
of Orthodox worship inspiring and teaching the faithful
mysteries of the Christian faith through the medium of
color. Iconography is above all visual theology. Icons
stand on the threshold between the material and
spiritual realms.

It Is Deep in the Heart ofIt Is Deep in the Heart ofIt Is Deep in the Heart ofIt Is Deep in the Heart ofIt Is Deep in the Heart of
the Age:the Age:the Age:the Age:the Age:
From the early centuries of our era, monks and
anchorites established monasteries and hermitages in
regions that were often arid and difficult to reach, well
suited to their ascetical ideal. At times, they reused
monuments going back to the time of the pharaohs,
turning them into churches or anchorites’ cells, and built
true fortress-monasteries in the desert. They decorated
these buildings with wall paintings, many of which have
been only recently rediscovered. Their libraries
contained literary and artistic treasures still in existence.
Their fabrics, which are of an admirable beauty, are
the pride of great museums and collectors. The oldest
frescoes were painted in Alexandria, and extended
southwards along the Nile as the religion spread. The
styles also changed from very basic early scenes to
more elaborate depictions of plants and animal forms,

including, for examples, events in the lives of Adam
and Eve and the Lord Jesus Christ.

It Reflects Interaction ofIt Reflects Interaction ofIt Reflects Interaction ofIt Reflects Interaction ofIt Reflects Interaction of
Civilizations:Civilizations:Civilizations:Civilizations:Civilizations:
Though some might argue about degree, there is no
doubt that Coptic art emerged from the Egyptian and
Egypto-Hellenic visual culture that surrounded the first
Christian artists of Egypt. In some instances we can
see this expressed explicitly in content. In most cases
the correspondence is less explicit and more a matter
of form and affect. This is only natural in that the actual
content being depicted was different. The most often
noted evidence of pure Egyptian influence is the
similarity between the Coptic depiction of the Cross
and the symbol of life, the ‘Ankh’. In fact, in early
relief slabs one can see joined together the Christian
Cross, the Ankh and the Greek letters, Alpha (á) and
Omega (ù ). Greek and Persian art also influenced the
style, particularly the sculptures and carvings.

To be Continue....



Mighty Arrows Magazine   2138   Mighty Arrows Magazine

God and King “While the king is at his table”.
Her love to Him as the Bridegroom does not mean
that she should be negligent in worship, prayers, and
veneration:
“I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall
continually be in my mouth.” (Psa 34:1)
“In God we boast all day long, And praise Your
name forever.” (Psa 44:8)
“…The voice of joy and the voice of gladness,
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the
bride, the voice of those who will say: ‘Praise the
Lord of hosts, For the Lord is good, For His
mercy endures forever’ “ (Jer 33:11)
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom
which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by
which we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear.” (Heb 12:28)

1:13 A bundle of myrrh is my beloved to
me, That lies all night between my
breasts.
“A bundle of myrrh is my beloved to me”
Christ gave Himself to reign over her, humiliating the
pain and suffering of the Cross.
“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of
our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God”
(Heb 12:2)
Therefore if He has endured the Cross so that she
may be in His bosom, she offers to Him her heart as a
throne where He sits to reign. In her heart He’ll find
rest: He “lies all night between my breasts”, where
peace and tranquility are found along with vigil and
prayer.

1:14 My beloved is to me a cluster of
henna blooms In the vineyards of En
Gedi.
The Beloved is like the cluster of henna, whose sweet
savor is the aroma of His love, which inspired Him to
endure all the sufferings (myrrh) for her.
“And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us

and given Himself for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet -smelling aroma.”
(Eph 5:2)

(The Beloved)
1:15 Behold, you are fair, my love!
Behold, you are
fair! You have
dove’s eyes
As the soul accepted
Christ as a Bridegroom,
Shepherd, and King, she
heard His tender voice
praising her. “Behold, you
are fair, my love” and He
repeats it again, “Behold,
you are fair”, because, “You have dove’s eyes”.
Your eyes are as simple and pure as the eyes of the
doves. Therefore, you were able to perceive who
Christ is:

(The  Shulamite)
1:16 Behold, you are handsome, my
beloved! Yes, pleasant!
Also our bed is green.

As she heard the voice of her beloved, she used  her
weak tongue to describe His beauty: “Behold, you
are handsome, my beloved! Yes, pleasant”
She starts to understand the loveliness of life with Him:
“Our bed is green”
The relationship with Christ is always fruitful:
“That you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Col
1:10)

1:17 The beams of our houses are cedar,
And our rafters of fir.
“The beams of our house are cedar”:
It is a relationship build on strong faith; therefore it will
last forever.
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal
life” (1Tim 6:12)

Introduction:Introduction:Introduction:Introduction:Introduction:
The Coptic Church
owes its existence to the
evangelization of Egypt
by St. Mark the
Apostle, and thus it is
one of the Churches
most faithful to the
biblical message of the
beginnings of
Christianity.

The Copts regard themselves as the true descendants
of the ancient people of pharaonic Egypt. The word
Copt is derived from the Greek word Aigyptos, which
was, in turn, derived from “Hikaptah”, one of the names
for Memphis, the first capital of Ancient Egypt and
became “qibt” in Arabic. The modern use of the term
“Coptic” describes Egyptian Christians who remained
faithful to Christianity in spite of the expansion of Islam,
as well as the last stage of the ancient Egyptian language
script. Also, it describes the distinctive art and
architecture that developed as an early expression of
the new faith.

The survival of the Coptic Church and even more its
visual culture is a marvel of history and a testament of
faith. The most visible legacy left in Egypt today from
the ancient Copts are the paintings, sculptures and art.

The paintings on ceilings
and walls served to picture
famous biblical events.
Though they are almost
2000 years old, many of
those paintings are still
vibrant and colorful.

Coptic CultureCoptic CultureCoptic CultureCoptic CultureCoptic Culture
and Legacy:and Legacy:and Legacy:and Legacy:and Legacy:
The Coptic culture was

born in the Hellenic city of Alexandria which thrived
from its founding in 332 B.C., by Alexander the Great,
until 643 A.D. It was then that great ancient city fell
from the heights of Western and Near-Eastern culture
into a hidden darkness of the Islamic world.

For centuries amidst the paroxysms of the Greek and
Roman worlds, even with the rise of Constantinople,
Alexandria with its great clerics, theologians and
teachers was at the heart of the emerging Christian
world. In Alexandria, it was the amidst currents of
pagan philosophy, Arianism, Neo-Platonism,
Gnosticism, Mithraism, Judaism, and the enduring
presence of Egyptian, Greek and Roman pantheons
that Christianity first thrived.

Christians themselves were an integral part of the
intellectual mix. As Synesius tells us after a
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