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HOW LOVELYHOW LOVELYHOW LOVELYHOW LOVELYHOW LOVELY
By: A Mighty Arrow

St. George Church Daytona Beach, FL

“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O
Lord of Hosts! My soul longs, yes,
even faints for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my flesh cry out for the
living God.” Psalm 84 praises the
tabernacle of the Lord and shows
how eager the soul is to be in the
courts of the Lord.

Looking deeply into these words
makes us tremble, be fearful, and
initiates the following questions:

- Do I have these feelings?
- When going to church, how many times do I feel like
   I will meet the King of Kings?
- Is the church a lovely place to go to?
- How many times do I feel a longing for the church?
- Does my heart and my flesh cry out for the living
  God?

His Holiness Pope Shenouda III once said, “It is nice
to go to church and visit the house of the Lord, but
how many times do you meet the Lord of the house?”
It is great to develop the habit of going to church. But
to pursue it as a routine in our life, might necessitate a
moment of reflection to re-evaluate the routine. In our
life, we like to do things purposefully. Otherwise, we
would be wasting our time and would be leading a
meaningless life.
So, going to church should serve many purposes, some
of which should be:

1 - To meet the Lord Himself and to be one of those
who can hear—”I love those who love Me, and those

who seek Me diligently will find Me”
(Proverbs 8:17).

2- To enlighten our way and to help us in
our tribulations. “Your word is a lamp to
my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm
119:105).

3- To strengthen our relationship with the
Lord and to get to know Him more. “Behold,
I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, I will

come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me”
(Revelation 3:20).

4- To become more familiar with the heavenly
atmosphere and the presence of our Lord in his
magnificent glory.
St. John the beloved, lived with the incarnate Lord (in
the flesh) and knew Him very well. But when he saw
His glory….read what happened to him…”and when
I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His
right hand on me,
saying to me: Do not be
afraid; I am the First
and the Last”
(Revelation 1:17).

5- To add more
friends, meaning saints,
to our friendship list
and to learn their
language, the language
of the heavenly hosts.
This way, we can join

A Nativity gift
What is it and to whom?

By: John Tawadrous
St. Mary & Archangel Michael Church, Orlando, FL

In the book of St. Mathew Ch.2 we read
about the birth of our God and Savior Jesus
Christ, the visit of the three  wise men and
their gifts.

“And when they had come into the house,
they saw the young child with Mary His
mother and fell down and worshipped
Him and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts to Him:
Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.”

We’ve learned from the holy fathers and their
writings that these three  gifts represented certain
aspects of our Lord Jesus Christ and His life.

Gold represents the majesty of Christ and Him
being the king over His creation.

Frankincense refers to the high ranking of our Lord
Jesus Christ as Him being the High Priest of us all.
Finally,

Myrrh is the gift that symbolizes the sufferings and
pains of our Savior throughout His life on earth to
redeem us.

Just as the three  wise men presented precious gifts to
the new born child and our Savior Jesus Christ, let’s
think of something valuable we can offer to someone
on the feast of the Nativity.

To whom: to our Lord Jesus Christ from all the
youth and the new generation who are about to

experience the world around them

What gift: the gifts of Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.
Gold: as a symbol of our purity. Purity of

thoughts, body and   emotions
Frankincense: as a symbol of our readiness

to serve  Him, our true  spiritual prayers & praises and
our life long   commitment to our faith through the church
sacramental life.

 Myrrh: as a symbol of bearing our cross
throughout our life facing and overcoming all the trials
and the temptations  of the devil.

May our Lord accepts our gifts and
help us in fulfilling our commitment to Him.
Happy Nativity feast




