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with your will is a trusted decision.

2. It is a sacrificial love.

While Eros is a selfish love that receives only
and Philia is a mutual love that receives and
gives, Agape is always giving and caring with-
out expecting or receiving anything in return.
It is giving to the extent of laying down one’s
life for others (John 15:13).  It is a readiness to
go the extra mile and perhaps even shed
blood for the beloved.

3. It is an unconditional love.

With Agape, the beloved does not have to earn
their lover’s adoration, but receives it as a free
gift   from the lover.  This may sound far-fetched,
and rather impossible; and we often pose the
question: How can we possibly give our en-
emies our love for free? The answer resides
with our Lord Jesus Christ. For while we were
sinners and enemies to the Father, He loved
us offering Himself on the cross for us.

4. It is a limitless love.

Agape is inclusive, not exclusive, in the sense
that it does not differentiate among people
based on sex, age, social status or ethnic back-
ground.  It is expressed to everybody, and
embraces all people.

        This explicit definition of the nature of
Agape may sound too difficult to attain, thus
causing some to perhaps become discour-
aged in their pursuit of such a kind of love.
There is a lot of truth in this negative response;
because God who is Love, and who is infinite
at the same time, renders this kind of love
seemingly infinite; unreachable, and unattain-
able by anyone...  It follows therefore that infi-
nite time is required to achieve this infinite

love. The good news is that love has a lot in
common with fire (Song 8: 6, 7), when we ap-
proach love, we grow in it, and although we
will never achieve all of the infinite love, we
will be ignited by its fuel and warmed by its
warmth. On the other hand, those who do not
practice love, will live in coldness and gradu-
ally experience emotional frost. The point here
is that we all have to grow day after day in our
love.  Nobody can say I am done or that I have
reached the infinite love with no more room
for further growth. Even in eternal life we will
grow in our love day after day.  Growth in love
becomes a target; and, whoever grows, and
gets closer, will receive blessings in their life,
and the coldness will melt gradually as they
approach the source of the infinite love. The
more you approach this love and grow in it;
the more will your heart be warmed by it.

       The nature and reality of Agape should not
dishearten us nor make us hopeless of attain-
ing it .On the contrary it should help us make it
our goal to attain Agape and grow in it; day
after day pressing toward this goal.  St. Paul in
his letter to Philippians 3:12 when talking about
perfection, says:  “Nor that I have already at-
tained, or I am already perfected, but I press
on that I may lay hold on that for which Christ
Jesus has also laid hold of me.”

May the Lord of love fill all our hearts with His
divine love and glory be to God for ever Amen.
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The Genealogy of
Our Lord Jesus
Christ:
Old Testament:
“There shall come forth a
Rod from the stem of
Jesse, and a Branch shall
grow out of His roots. The
Spirit of the Lord shall rest
upon Him” (Isaiah 11:1-2)

New Testament:
“The book of genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of
David, the Son of Abraham….Obed begot Jesse, and
Jesse begot David the king….and Jacob begot Joseph
the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is
called Christ” (Matthew 1: 1-16) emphasized by St.
Paul in his epistle=>  “…concerning His Son Jesus
Christ, Our Lord, who was born of the seed of David
according to the flesh and declared to be the Son of
God with power according to the Spirit of holiness by
the resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:3-4).

Explanation:
The selective list of the Lord Christ’s ancestors is
arranged in three groups of fourteen generations each.
Fourteen is the numerical value of the consonants of
the name David, underlining the Lord Jesus’ Davidic
descent.

The Place of the Lord Jesus’ Birth:
Old Testament:
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little
among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall
come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose

goings forth are from of old,
from everlasting” (Micah 5:2).

New Testament:
“Now after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of Herod the King…”
(Matthew 2:1).

The Annunciation Of the
Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Old Testament:
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:
‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and
shall call His name Immanuel’” (Isaiah 7:14).

Old Testament:
“He will pass through Judah, He will overflow and pass
over, He will reach up to the neck;  And the stretching
out of his wings will fill the breadth of Your land, O
Immanuel….speak the word, but it will not stand, For
God is with us” (Isaiah 8:8-10).

New Testament:
1. “‘Behold the virgin shall be with Child and bear a
Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel’ which is
translated ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:23) emphasized
by St. Paul in his epistle=>”but when the fullness of
the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, that we might receive the adoption as
sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).

2. “And the angel answered and said to her ‘The Holy
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much, how long or how well
you serve in or outside
church, if you do it without
love, you will not reap any
fruit out of it.

4.   Shields our actions...

Love protects our freedom in
Christ against turning into
destructive selfishness. The
New Testament says that the
Son sets us free. Therefore
it may seem that we are not
under any obligation to pray
or fast or go to church.   How-
ever, we could easily abuse
our freedom in Christ and drift away. What then
protects our freedom in Christ? St. Paul in
Galatians 5:13 says, “For you brethren have
been called to liberty, only do not use liberty
as opportunity for the flesh, but through love
serve one another.”  Yes, Christ has set us free,
but through love we will deliberately offer our-
selves to be servants of all, and slaves to all.
Then what makes us pray or go to church
though we are not obligated? It is the love that
we have received from God. Once we get to
understand this principal, we will be able to
apply it to any area in our relationship with oth-
ers.  Take submission for an example. Submis-
sion of a wife to her husband is understood by
many women as being slavery. However, the
church does not teach it that way. On the con-
trary, it is sheer love and out of total free will
that a godly woman submit to her husband.

5.   Seasons our speech...

Many people think that there is a contradic-
tion between truth and love. God is both love
and truth. So if God is the truth and God is love,

then there should not be any
contradiction at all. In
Ephesians 4:15 St. Paul says,
“Speaking the truth in love.” If
we keep a balance between
truth and love, and the truth is
said and communicated with
love, truth will never be a fault
in your life. When our Lord
Jesus Christ wanted to con-
front the Samaritan woman
(John 4) he did that in a lov-
ing unoffending way, thus
ending up winning her. If love
characterizes every word we
say, we will not lose anyone.

What is the Nature of Agape?
1. It is a willful love.

Agape is an emotion that rises in the mind and
not in the heart. That is because it is a prin-
ciple, a decision, and a freely made choice.
Agape is the type of love with which you love
your enemy. Therefore it cannot start in the
heart.   God would otherwise be unfair in ask-
ing us to love our enemies while knowing that
our hearts cannot generate such demanding
emotions. While Philia is a heart generated
uncontrolled emotion towards the beloved,
Agape is a concentrated exercise of the will.
That is why training has to be established be-
fore we can exercise our will to love others.
After Agape starts in the mind, it will be pro-
cessed in the heart, and then emotions and
feelings will develop.  Who should be trusted
more, the will or the emotions?  In reality, it is
the will that should be trusted more than the
emotions because the latter could become in-
fluenced by some factors, but a decision made

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest
will overshadow you; therefore also, that Holy One
who is to be born will be called the Son of God’”
(Luke 1:35).

Explanation of Verse 1:
The conception of the Lord Jesus fulfills Isaiah 7:14 in
the Septuagint, where we are told that a virgin (Gr
parthenos) will conceive and bear a Son. He who is
conceived in her is not a new Person coming into
existence but the eternal Son of God, using her womb
as His throne.  The virginal conception through the
Holy Spirit and the name of the Incarnate Son,
Immanuel, God with us, are clear declarations of the
Lord Jesus’ divinity.

Explanation of Verse 2:
The Holy Spirit and power of the highest are
synonymous; this is a case of repetition for emphasis.
Holy One is a messianic title. That He is to be born of
St. Mary demonstrates the Lord Christ’s human nature.
But that the Virgin will conceive and bear the Son of
God reveals the divine nature of the Lord Christ. We
note especially the reference to the Holy Trinity-God

the Father (the Highest), the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

The Incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ:
Old Testament:
“For unto us a Child is born. Unto us a Son is given;
and the government will be upon His shoulder. And
His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

New Testament:
“And the Word became Flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John
1:14) emphasized by St. Paul in his epistle=>”and
without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifested in the flesh” (1Timothy 3:16).

Explanation:
The Word became man without ceasing to be fully
God: the mystery of God incarnate. He assumed
complete human nature, both a physical body and a
rational soul-everything we are, except for sin. As God
and man in one Person, the Lord Christ accomplishes
a redemption that fully heals and saves fallen humanity.
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TTTTThe love of God is not taught. No one has taught ushe love of God is not taught. No one has taught ushe love of God is not taught. No one has taught ushe love of God is not taught. No one has taught ushe love of God is not taught. No one has taught us
to enjoy the light or to be attached to life more thanto enjoy the light or to be attached to life more thanto enjoy the light or to be attached to life more thanto enjoy the light or to be attached to life more thanto enjoy the light or to be attached to life more than
anything else. And no one has taught us to love theanything else. And no one has taught us to love theanything else. And no one has taught us to love theanything else. And no one has taught us to love theanything else. And no one has taught us to love the
two people who brought us into the world andtwo people who brought us into the world andtwo people who brought us into the world andtwo people who brought us into the world andtwo people who brought us into the world and
educated us. Which is all the more reason to believeeducated us. Which is all the more reason to believeeducated us. Which is all the more reason to believeeducated us. Which is all the more reason to believeeducated us. Which is all the more reason to believe
that we did not learn to love God as a result ofthat we did not learn to love God as a result ofthat we did not learn to love God as a result ofthat we did not learn to love God as a result ofthat we did not learn to love God as a result of
outside instruction. In the very nature of every humanoutside instruction. In the very nature of every humanoutside instruction. In the very nature of every humanoutside instruction. In the very nature of every humanoutside instruction. In the very nature of every human
being has been sown the seed of the ability to love.being has been sown the seed of the ability to love.being has been sown the seed of the ability to love.being has been sown the seed of the ability to love.being has been sown the seed of the ability to love.
YYYYYou and I ought to welcome this seed, cultivate itou and I ought to welcome this seed, cultivate itou and I ought to welcome this seed, cultivate itou and I ought to welcome this seed, cultivate itou and I ought to welcome this seed, cultivate it
carefullycarefullycarefullycarefullycarefully, nourish it attentively and foster its gr, nourish it attentively and foster its gr, nourish it attentively and foster its gr, nourish it attentively and foster its gr, nourish it attentively and foster its growthowthowthowthowth
by going to the school of God’s commandments withby going to the school of God’s commandments withby going to the school of God’s commandments withby going to the school of God’s commandments withby going to the school of God’s commandments with
the help of His grace.the help of His grace.the help of His grace.the help of His grace.the help of His grace.
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