Coptic Lesson 3:
Five New Ceptic Letters

Gerges Gad, St. Mary and Archangel Michael Church, Houston TX

In lesson one, we learned the letters that look and sound like English letters:

ABEZIKUNOCT W

We also learned three letters that look like English letters but are pronounced

differently: HP .‘X’
In lesson two, we learned Seven New Coptic Letters:

SAANNSX W

Now let us learn a few more Coptic Letters. Below is the shape of the letter (in caps
and lowercase), its name, and its pronunciation.

Note: not all pronunciation rules will be included, just the basic ones, to avoid
confusion.

Letter Shape Pronunciation Example

TH (as in Think) 64l (Thai = this)
Theta 99 T (asin Tree) ACTTAZECOE

(As-pa-zes-te = Greet)

Theta is normally pronounced TH as in 84/ (Thai = this)
Itis pronounced T asin J\CTTAZECOE (As-pa-zes-te = Greet)

If it follows one of the following: 9. 7.2L.C

Fee CDCD PH (as in Phone) Qpepl (phe-ri = new)
Epsi &Y PS (asin Psalmody) WA A 0C (psal-mos = psalm)
Fai qq F (asinFish) I (foi= hair)

Tee IH-T Ti o tee (as in teepee) CWT (so-tee= save)

Now let’s read some words using these letters, along with the ones we have
already learned:
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Word Pronunciation Word Meaning
D\ 6ANACIOC Atha-nas-ios Athanasius
SoAsoea Ghol-gho-tha Golgotha
Cepacpm Se-ra-pheem Seraphim
Parader Fa-la-fel Falafel
Prammoc Phi-lip-pos Philip
Ba2rvorla Psal-mo-dia Psalmody
®Bal Psa-li Psali
FBarvoc Psal-mos Psalm
A€eBT Levt Beets
q(!)‘]‘ Fo-tee Towel
AAKANH La-ka-nee Liturgy of the Waters (Lakan)
jl-ﬁ?xa Ti-vla Drum
jl'zemc*ro?m Ti-epes-tolee Epistle
Try to read these words on your own:
dPiwT Father
BwHpt Son
:H-szl&C The Trinity
Xepe Hail
jl'eKEK?xHCla The Church
Al Hi The House
ANTE of
NIASTEAOC The Angels
:H-ITAPGGNOC The Virgin
HETACLEC gave birth
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