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to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution” (2Tim 3:12).  Therefore, all of us in
general and the youth in particular are not to be
offended nor yield to pressure when we are subjected
to any type of persecution.  On the contrary, we should
stick to purity and moral values up to the last day of
our lives drawing persistence, courage and support
from the wonderful incredible stories of the saints who
welcomed persecution to the point of giving up their
life for their beliefs and values rather than compromising
them, earning thus the crown of martyrdom.

· Persecution as permitted by God:  Although

persecution is from the devil, God uses it to test our
faith.  Before the Cross, our Lord told Simon Peter
“Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you,
that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed
for you, that your faith should not fail; and when
you have returned to Me, strengthen your
brethren” (Luke 22:31, 32).  This statement of our
Lord confirms the existence of temptation. On the other
hand, it also guarantees victory through our Savior and
great intercessor Jesus Christ provided we stand firm
and do not fall through the sifter holes i.e. temptation.
The Lord Jesus Christ reminded us “whoever does
not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be
My disciple” (Luke 14:27).  There is no Christianity
without the cross, and no godly life without persecution.
From this we can conclude that persecution is a source
of power and strength and not vice versa.

· Persecution and courage:

St. Peter intrigues us by saying, “And who is he who
will harm you if you become followers of what is
good? But even if you should suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you are blessed.  And do not
be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled” (1Peter
3:13).  Our Lord Jesus Christ supports this revelation
in Luke 12:4, 5, “And I say to you, My friends, do
not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after
that have no more that they can do.  But I will
show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who,
after He has killed, has power to cast into hell;

yes, I say, fear Him.”  Our problem is that we tend
to limit our life to here and now forgetting about the
there and after. Consequently we tend to get depressed
at the thought of persecution because naturally, if that
is all there is to life, then what is so great about living a
very miserable life of continuous persecution, and then
die?  If we put eternity in perspective, where our
persecutors will have no control over us, but only God
will. Then things will fall in place concerning
persecution.  So we should not be afraid of being
persecuted in this short earthly life, always looking up
to our Savior Jesus Christ the author and finisher of
our faith who suffered before us and accepted that
willingly just for the sake of what he knew was going
to be the outcome of that pain and death (Heb 12:2).

· Persecution and endurance:

God will not allow us to be persecuted with what is
more than we can endure, nor allow anything that is
beyond our capacity or tolerance to harm us (1Cor
10:13).  Luke 12:6-7 is a great verse because it shows
how much in control over all things big, or small God
is “Are not five sparrows sold for two copper
coins, and not one of them is forgotten before
God.”    Although the fifth sparrow has no money
value, yet it is not forgotten by God.  If that sparrow is
not forgotten by our Creator, how much more are we
who are created in His own image and whom He has
purchased at such a high cost, the blood of His own
Son (1Pet 1: 18, 19). Even in the time of persecution,
His eyes are on us and so we can never be forgotten.
How encouraging and true His words are.  “But the
very hairs of your head are all numbered.  Do
not fear therefore; you are of more value than
many sparrows.”

· Persecution and Witnessing:

The main thing that martyrs gave up their life for was
confessing Jesus Christ as their sole Lord and Savior.
Are we ready to witness for Christ under any
circumstances?  Persecution is not to stop or hinder
our confession of Christ, but is to become an

Throughout the following interview
we will get to know the second
priest called for service in the
Southern of the Diocese , US.

Hegomen Angelos Boghdadi is one
of the two priests currently serving in St.
George Coptic Orthodox Church in Tampa,
Florida.

· Where and when were you born?

I was born in Mansoora, Dakahly on January
20, 1923.

· What was your name before you
were a priest?

Louis

· What was your job before becoming
a priest?

I was a lawyer.

· How long have you been married ?

I have been happily married for 45 years.

· How many children do you have?

I have 3 children, 2 girls and 1 boy.

· How many grandchildren do you
have?

I have 7 grandchildren, one of
them is currently serving overseas
in the US Army.

· How long have you been a
priest?

This coming January, I will have been a priest
for 31 years.

· How long have you been a hegomen?

I have been a hegomen for 7 years.

· How did you come to being a priest?

When I was in Egypt, a schoolteacher who was
married to a man who lived in Upper Egypt came
to me for help. She had been absent from school
for more than 15 days so she had gotten fired. I
helped her get her job back and she spoke to me
about the Second Coming of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, even though she was Muslim. She had
wrong ideas about the Second Coming, so I
wrote two pages explaining the Second Coming
and told her not to come to me again. I then
entered the Theological School (Eklerikaia) for
three years, and I was chosen by H.H. Pope
Shenouda III to be a priest. After I was ordained,
I came to Philadelphia in 1974 for three years
then returned to Egypt for 10 years with the Pope
in St. Mary and Anba Rouess Church. I was then
sent to Colorado, where I stayed for 3 years. I
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Dealing with PersecutionDealing with PersecutionDealing with PersecutionDealing with PersecutionDealing with Persecution
His Grace Bishop Youssef

Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States

IntrIntrIntrIntrIntroductionoductionoductionoductionoduction
Persecution, with its multiple facets,
has existed since the time of Christ
and the Apostles up to this present
day. It has been the source of a lot
of discussions and disputes some of
which being constructive while a lot
being otherwise. This article
addresses:

1. Types of persecutions.

2. Persecution from a biblical perspective.

11111. T. T. T. T. Types of Pypes of Pypes of Pypes of Pypes of Pererererersecutionsecutionsecutionsecutionsecution
Persecution can be classified typologically into three
major types.

· Persecution because of religious beliefs:

Whereby an individual or a whole society is morally,
psychologically and sometimes physically pushed to
the edge against their religious beliefs. As a result, some
end up denouncing their religion and adopting another
one.

· Persecution because of moral beliefs:

Whereby individuals, especially youth, are pushed to
the far end against their moral and ethical beliefs until
they give up their ethics and start to conform to the
world and what the persecutor dictates and offers as
a substitute.

· Persecution against belief in
the existence of a deity:

Whereby an individual or a society is
restricted in their manner of worshipping
God. For example, prevented from
wearing religious symbols such as the
Holy Cross, forced to remove the name
of God from the Pledge of Allegiance,
and to stop prayers at schools

2. P2. P2. P2. P2. Pererererersecution frsecution frsecution frsecution frsecution from aom aom aom aom a
biblical Pbiblical Pbiblical Pbiblical Pbiblical Perererererspectivspectivspectivspectivspective.e.e.e.e.
The survival of our Coptic church, after having been
persecuted for 2000 years, is an indication that it dealt
with this issue in the right way.

In dealing with persecution, we, Christians, have to
look at it from a biblical perspective in order to
understand how, in the past, our forefathers and the
apostles dealt with it based on the Word of God.

· Persecution and integrity:

Persecution is an integral part of Christianity. Hence it
should never threaten our integrity. 1 Peter 4:12, says,
“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the
fiery trials which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened to you.”  Here St. Peter is
telling us to regard persecution as something normal in
our Christian life.  St. Paul also says that if we want to
live a Godly and righteous life with the Lord Jesus
Christ, we should expect persecution, “all who desire

then returned to Egypt
once again for 11 months.
His Holiness sent me to
Tampa, where I reside
presently.

· In which church
were you ordained?

I was ordained at St. Mark
Loudbay on the Altar of
the US.

· Who ordained you?

I was ordained by H.H. Pope Shenouda III.

· What churches have you served in?

I have served in Philadelphia, Delaware,
Washington D.C., Baltimore, Virginia Beach,
Virginia Alexandria, Colorado, and Tampa.

· How long have you been serving here
in Tampa, Florida?

I have been serving
here in Tampa for 12
years.

· Have you written
any books?

Yes, I have written 27
books, some are in
English and Arabic,
including The Last
Confession. It’s a story
of a youth soldier’s
Confession who was

shot.

· What do you like to do?

When I have the time, I like to carve wooden
pictures (including: The Stations of the Cross,
St. George, Etc.), draw pictures, read, and write
books. Also, I painted many pictures.

· What languages do you know?

I know Arabic, English, Coptic, French, and Greek.
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We want to hear from
you.......

Through the Grace of God, the Southern Diocese
Publication is currently mailed across the world.
Therefore we like to encourage all subscribers to complete
a questionnaire giving us your input in order to make
the magazine a valuable assest towards your life.  The
questionnaire is available on line at ...

www.suscopts.org/mightyarrows/.




