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Culture is something people claim to have and
others are accused of lacking.  Culture
reflects a person’s style, sophistication,
upbringing, and values.  Culture is ever-
changing and constantly updated.

As first and second generation Coptic
Christians, we are often confronted with a
culture clash that leaves us confused and
unsure.  To which culture do we belong?  That
of the “old country” or that of our adopted,
new homeland?  Are we conservative or
liberal regarding the social questions of our
day: music, clothing styles, haircuts and the
more consequential issues of abortion, gay
marriage, divorce, cohabitation, etc?

We are often pulled in two directions, hearing
very different opinions from Church, family
and old friends on the one side and pop culture
icons, newer friends, and politicians on the
other.  What to do?  Reconciling the two
cultures that undoubtedly determine our
choices and plot our direction in life is an
on-going chore.  Young people very often feel
the need to blend in to the current cultural
trends of the day.  Tattoos and body piercing
were considered outrageously unacceptable

but a few years ago. Scripture even has an

opinion about it in (Leviticus 19:28) “You
shall not make any cuttings in your flesh
for the dead, nor tattoo any marks on
you: I am the LORD.”  Nowadays, such so

called “body art” is on display for all to see,
most generously provided by admired
professional athletes, idolized movie stars,
beloved music artists, and even among
business professionals from all walks of life.

Why is that which was considered so
offensive and unappealing a short time ago,
now readily accepted and desirable?  The
answer lies in the rapidly shifting sands of
culture.

No one can ever claim that any culture is
perfect.  No culture can dare claim absolute
superiority.  It is, therefore, our job to
select those good and profitable aspects of
the cultures to which we are exposed.

Egyptian culture may be characterized in
many ways.  It is at its worst admittedly
stubborn, condescending , rigidly
conservative, sexist, meddlesome, overly
sensitive, and chaotic.  At its best it is
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esurrection is the most
powerful sword we can carry
against sin. Without
Resurrection, we are
hopeless, aimless and lost in
this world. We can live the
power of Resurrection every
day as the Lord Jesus Himself
gave to us to overcome and
conquer sin.

These prophecies are
important to connect the Old
Testament with the New
Testament as the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself explained to
His disciples after
Resurrection. I mean when He
explained it to the two
disciples who walked together
on the road to Emmaus saying: “…… all that the
prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have
suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning Himself” (Luke 24:25-27)

 I am glad to write to you about some Prophecies of
the Resurrection from the Old Testament.

One:One:One:One:One:

There is a prophecy mentioned in the holy book of
Acts 2:25-28 “For David speaks concerning Him,
“I foresaw the Lord always before me, because
He is at my right hand, that I should not be

moved. Therefore my heart
rejoiced and my tongue was
glad; and also My flesh shall
rest in hope, 27because You
will not leave My soul in
Hades, nor will You allow
Your holy One to see
corruption. 28You revealed to
Me the ways of life. You will
fill Me with joy with Your
countenance.” This prophecy
was used by the apostles when
they first began proclaiming
Christ’s resurrection.

It is also found in Psalm 16 the
first eight verses of this psalm
understood as coming from the
lips of Christ as He prayed in
the garden of Gethsemane just

before His arrest and crucifixion.

The Psalm says: “Therefore My heart is glad, and
My glory rejoices; My flesh also shall rest in hope;
10For You will not leave My soul in hell; You will
not allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 11You
will make Me know the way of life; in Your
presence is fullness of joys. At Your right hand
are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:9-11).

These verses speak first of His burial, then His descent
in the Spirit into Hades, followed by His return into
His body resting in the tomb before decay could begin,
then His resurrection and ascension into heaven to sit
at the Father’s right hand.
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TTTTTwo:wo:wo:wo:wo:

There is the prophecy in Psalm 40:1-3. “I waited
patiently for the LORD: and He inclined unto
me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out
of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, set my feet
upon a rock, and established my goings. And He
hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise
unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and
shall trust in the LORD.”

Of course, in this part we can feel the humanity of the
Lord Jesus Christ as He is talking to the Father.  In
addition, Psalm 110:1 gives special insight concerning
His ascension after the resurrection. “The LORD said
unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I
make thine enemies thy footstool.” Literally, this
reads: “The LORD said to my Lord, Sit at My
right hand until I place your enemies as your
footstool. The LORD shall send the rod of Your
strength out of Zion; rule in the midst of Your
enemies. Your people shall be willing in the day
of Your power, in holy adornment from the womb
of the morning: You have the dew of Your youth.
The LORD has sworn, and will not repent, You
are a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek.”

Three:Three:Three:Three:Three:

A similar conversation is recorded in Psalm 2:7-9 “He
has said to Me, You are My Son; today I have
begotten You. Ask of Me, and I shall give the
nations for Your inheritance; and the uttermost
parts of the earth for Your possession. You shall
break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”  The Lord
Jesus is the only Begotten Son of the Father and He
and the Father are one. When the Lord Jesus has
resurrected from the dead, He overcame the power
of death and sin. This verse is quoted in Acts 13:33
“33this God has fulfilled to us their children,
raising up Jesus, as also it is written in the second

Psalm, “You are My Son, this day I have begotten
You.” 34And that He raised Him up from the dead, no
more to return to corruption, He spoke in this way: “I
will give you the holy promises of David.” It was
fulfilled in Christ’s resurrection.

FFFFFour:our:our:our:our:

The story of Abraham and Isaac is mentioned in
Hebrews 11:17-19. “By faith Abraham, when he
was tried, offered up Isaac . . . his only begotten
son. . . . Accounting that God was able to raise
him . . . from the dead; from whence also he
received him in a figure.” In this passage, St. Paul
is comparing Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac to the
heavenly Father offering His Son, with Isaac’s return
comparable in type to Christ’s resurrection. The same
also as Abraham by his own free will gave his only son
Isaac as a burnt offering, God the Father offered His
Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ to be crucified. In
addition, as Isaac came back alive the Lord Jesus
resurrect from the dead.

Five:Five:Five:Five:Five:

With reference to Jonah, the Lord Jesus Himself made
the analogy: “For as Jonas was three days and three
nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of
man be three days and three nights in the heart
of the earth” (Matthew 12:40).

Six:Six:Six:Six:Six:

Another example for resurrection was mentioned in
the Old Testament in the book of Exodus as Moses
the prophet led the Israelites out of Egypt ( the land of
slavery) away from the bondage of pharaoh (the devil).
He crossed the red sea (the death) parting the sea by
his rod (the rod was made of wood as the cross) the
Israelites (God’s people) were saved from death and
pharaoh was conquered in this occasion.

I wish you a blessed Feast of the Resurrection.
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St. Euphemia was the wife of a

man who feared God, and gave
much alms. He kept three festivals
each month: the commemoration of
the angel Michael, on the twelfth
day; the commemoration of the
Mother of God (Theotokos), on the
twenty-first day; and the
commemoration of the Nativity of
our Lord, on the twenty-ninth day
of each month. When the day of
his departure drew near, he
commanded his wife to keep this
custom, to not stop the giving of alms, and to do acts
of charity especially on these three festivals. He painted
a picture of the honorable angel Michael and gave it to
her.

After the departure of her husband, St. Euphemia
continued to fulfill his will. Satan was jealous of her,
and he came to her disguised as a monk, who talked
to her expressing his pity for her. He advised her to
get married, to bring forth children, and to refrain from
doing charitable deeds lest she finish her money. He
told her also that her husband had received the
Kingdom and he had no need of the alms giving. She
answered saying, “I have vowed not to consort with
another man after my husband.” She went on saying,
“If birds as the doves and the ravens do not take
second mates, how then can men who are created in
the form and likeness of God do this?” The devil left
her angry.
When the feast of the Angel had come, and she had
prepared all what she needed as her custom, Satan
appeared to her in the form of an angel and said to

her, “Peace be to you, the angel
Michael has sent me to you,
commanding you to cease from
these alms, and to marry a believing
man.” Then he told her, “A woman
without a man is like a ship without
a captain,” and he began to bring
her proofs out of the Holy Bible in
regard of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
David, and others like them who
married wives and pleased God.
She replied saying, “If you are an
angel of God, where is the Cross,

the symbol of your military service? For the soldier of
the King never goes to any place without this symbol
with him.” When Satan heard these words from her,
he returned to his original form, and jumped on her to
choke her. She cried for the angel Michael, whose
feast she was celebrating, and he delivered her
immediately from him. The angel Michael told her, “Go
and arrange your affairs, for you shall depart from this
world today. And behold the Lord has prepared for
you what eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, nor
has it occurred to the heart of man” then he gave her
the greeting of peace, and went up into heaven.
After, St. Euphemia had celebrated the feast of the
angel Michael, she sent for the father the bishop and
the priests. She gave them all her money to give to the
poor and the needy. Then, she took the picture of the
honorable angel Michael and prayed before it. She
laid it upon her face and breast, and then departed in
peace.

May her intercession be with us and Glory be to God
forever. Amen.




