CDSL Euphemiawas the wife ofa =

man who feared God, and gave |
much alms. He kept three festivals |
each month: the commemoration of |
the angel Michael, on the twelfth S
day; the commemoration of the
Mother of God (Theotokos), onthe &
twenty-first day; and the §°F
commemoration of the Nativity of |
our Lord, on the twenty-ninth day
of each month. When the day of 4
his departure drew near, he
commanded his wife to keep this
custom, to not stop the giving of alms, and to do acts
of charity especially on these three festivals. He painted
apicture of the honorable angel Michael and gave it to
her.

After the departure of her husband, St. Euphemia
continued to fulfill his will. Satan was jealous of her,
and he came to her disguised as a monk, who talked
to her expressing his pity for her. He advised her to
get married, to bring forth children, and to refrain from
doing charitable deeds lest she finish her money. He
told her also that her husband had received the
Kingdom and he had no need of the alms giving. She
answered saying, “I have vowed not to consort with
another man after my husband.” She went on saying,
“If birds as the doves and the ravens do not take
second mates, how then can men who are created in
the form and likeness of God do this?”” The devil left
her angry.

When the feast of the Angel had come, and she had
prepared all what she needed as her custom, Satan
appeared to her in the form of an angel and said to
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her, “Peace be to you, the angel
Michael has sent me to you,
) commanding you to cease from
these alms, and to marry a believing
man.” Then he told her, “Awoman
withouta man is like a ship without
a captain,” and he began to bring
her proofs out of the Holy Bible in
regard of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
o David, and others like them who
i married wives and pleased God.
She replied saying, “If you are an
angel of God, where is the Cross,
the symbol of your military service? For the soldier of
the King never goes to any place without this symbol
with him.” When Satan heard these words from her,
he returned to his original form, and jumped on her to
choke her. She cried for the angel Michael, whose
feast she was celebrating, and he delivered her
immediately from him. The angel Michael told her, “Go
and arrange your affairs, for you shall depart from this
world today. And behold the Lord has prepared for
you what eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, nor
has it occurred to the heart of man” then he gave her
the greeting of peace, and went up into heaven.
After, St. Euphemia had celebrated the feast of the
angel Michael, she sent for the father the bishop and
the priests. She gave them all her money to give to the
poor and the needy. Then, she took the picture of the
honorable angel Michael and prayed before it. She
laid it upon her face and breast, and then departed in
peace.

May her intercession be with us and Glory be to God
forever. Amen.
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