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Coptic Lesson 3:
Five New Coptic Letters

Gerges Gad, St. Mary and Archangel Michael Church, Houston TX

In lesson one, we learned the letters that look and sound like English letters:

A B E Z I K M N O C T W
We also learned three letters that look like English letters but are pronounced

differently:  # R X
In lesson two, we learned Seven New Coptic Letters:

J D L P H G @

Now let us learn a few more Coptic Letters. Below is the shape of the letter (in caps
and lowercase), its name, and its pronunciation.
Note: not all pronunciation rules will be included, just the basic ones, to avoid
confusion.

Theta is normally pronounced TH as in 0ai (Thai = this)

It is pronounced T as in   Acpazec0e   (As-pa-zes-te = Greet)

If it follows one of the following: v.t.m.c

Theta )0
TH (as in Think)

T (as in Tree)

0ai (Thai = this)

acpazec0e
 (As-pa-zes-te = Greet)

Letter Shape Pronunciation Example

Now let’s read some words using these letters, along with the ones we have
already learned:

Fee

Epsi

Fai

Tee

Ff

Yy

$4

%5

PH (as in Phone)

PS (as in Psalmody)

F (as in Fish)

Ti or tee (as in teepee)

feri  (phe-ri = new)

Yalmoc (psal-mos = psalm)

4wi  (foi= hair)

cw5  (so-tee= save)

The Cross
A Mighty Arrow

St. Mary and Archangel Michael Church, Houston TX

This Article is from a collection of
essays written by Rev. Fr. Pishoy Kamel,
about the Cross (which he loved dearly), that,
at the last hours before his departure to
the heavenly dwellings, his eyes didn’t cease
for a second to gaze at the picture of the
Cross (with Mary Magdalene) hanged over
his bed.

The Strength of the Cross:
The children of Jesus should be strong, and
their cross is the witness of their strength.
Thus the Lord told His disciples before being
lifted up on the Cross. “The Son of Man
should be crucified,” which shows that the
Cross was not something to happen
accidentally during the Lord’s Life on earth,
but it was a must, a must for Christ to be
crucified.

Likewise, whoever wishes to be one of Jesus’
disciples should be crucified … “Whoever
wishes to be My disciple should carry his
cross,” and follow the Lord Jesus the
Crucified, everyday.
My Lord Jesus, grant me understanding to
realize the strength of your Cross, make me
feel not defeated but victorious through the
power of your Cross amidst any tribulation
in the world and against its principles.
My Lord Jesus, help me to hold my cross in
strength, courage and love for the truth,
imitating You and witnessing for You in a
deceiving world, with joy and gladness.

My Mother Virgin Mary, whose soul was
pierced by a sword and who tasted the

fellowship of carrying the cross, pray and
intercede for me, and help me to carry my
cross. You, who are experienced in carrying
the cross, teach me and help me.

And you, Simon of Cyrene pray for me, that
I may bear other people’s cross with
happiness, love, and without grumbling, even
if they forced me as they forced you.

The cross is struggling in happiness:
“Strive to enter through the narrow gate,”
as you look at the cross, do not forget that
“you have not yet resisted unto blood striving
against sin.”  We should struggle in order to
gain the fruit.  “We live yet not we, but
Christ lives in us” ….. Striving to crucify
every sin for which our Lord Jesus was
crucified.  We should crucify the ego,
selfishness, hatred, grumbling and
unthankfulness… we crucify all these to gain
the life of Christ not ours… isn’t that the
strongest aim in our life which deserves living
through the Cross?  Isn’t that objective
enough to motivate us to struggle?!!

Our Cross and Our Lord’s Cross
They (these two crosses) should not be
separated from one another, thus it was said:
“looking unto Jesus the author and finisher
of our faith,” that is to say, to the cross….,
and how did our Lord accept the rejection
of the world-.  Through His lifting up on the
Cross, He drew all men unto Him.
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proudly generous, kind, caring, family-
centered, communal, spiritual, and deeply
rooted.

Similarly, American culture, at its worst, may
be characterized as careless, intellectually
lazy, promiscuous, violent, and patronizing.
On the other hand, at its best it is visibly
disciplined, punctual, organized, efficient,
and generous.

People all too often simply select those
attributes of cultures that are easily attained
and temporarily gratifying.  Man is very
easily predisposed to short-sighted decisions,
preferring to turn a blind eye to Scripture’s
call for sobriety and alertness:

· “Therefore let us not sleep, as others
do, but let us watch and be sober.” (1

Thessalonians 5:6)

· “Likewise, exhort the young men to be
sober-minded” (Titus 2:6)

· “Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil walks about like a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)

As Christians, it is our purpose and calling
to always focus on the best that the world

has to offer: “but always pursue what is
good both for yourselves and for all” (1
Thessalonians 5:15).  To emulate and select
those things which help us to grow and become
more Christ-like.

I should be proud of my rich Egyptian
heritage and culture and cling to those
elements of my motherland’s culture which
are edifying and reject those things that are
so clearly negative.  Many young people take

pride in calling themselves Americans and
avoid a connection with their Egyptian roots.
At the same time, one can detect in them
some of the negative aspects of Egyptian
culture listed above.  Unfortunately, they
also very often choose many of the negative
aspects of American culture, as well, thus
giving a new, unintended understanding of the
“melting pot” concept.

Why not extract the good from both

cultures?  St. Paul commands us to “Test all
things; hold fast what is good” (1

Thessalonians 5:21). Why not develop a
personality that is disciplined, organized, and
punctual while at the same time retaining my
Egyptian culture’s attributes of kindness,
family-centeredness, and spirituality?  In
this way, I will have taken the best of both
worlds and solved the dilemma of seemingly
contradicting cultures.

What are your thoughts about this issue?
What do you think about American and
Egyptian culture?  Do you struggle with
parents, friends, etc. about this?  We want
to hear from you!  Send your comments to

mightyarrows@suscopts.org

May our Lord Jesus Christ teach us the
wisdom and art of choosing wisely that we
may fulfill St. Paul’s exhortation when he says,

“brothers, whatever is true, whatever
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable–if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy–think about such things”
(Philippians 4:8).  To Him be the glory
forever.  Amen.

The Lord raised His Cross against hatred,
selfishness, pride, reproach, insult and slap…
He received all these things with infinite love
of the cross with complete humbleness,
sacrifice for the sake of the whole world,
and praying for those who pierced Him and
spat on Him.  Our Lord faced the judgment
of philosophers, the power of the chives, the
judges and the world with the foolishness of
the cross and the weakness of God is
stronger than men and the foolishness of God
is wiser than men”. (1 Cor. 1:25)

He didn’t turn back, nor turn His face away
from shame of spitting.

Escaping from the cross is escaping from the
glory of God, because our Lord reigned on
the Cross, He said about the time of His
crucifixion “Now the hour has come for the

Son of Man to be glorified.”  The Life of a
Christian person is a way full of sweet
crosses which ends each one of them in glory.

Then the cross is a school … escaping from it
means losing your future.  And the cross is
the only way to the resurrection… escaping
from it leads to eternal death.

Therefore there was no way for the salvation
of humanity except through the Lord Christ’s
decadence, His incarnation and His
crucifixion, that’s why He said. “I am the
Way”
- My dear brother, do not give up your cross,
but discover in it the strength of your
resurrection.

- Don’t be slack in your struggle lest you
should lose your crown

What health and sickness are to the body, virtue and wickedness are
to the soul, and knowledge and ignorance to the intellect. The
greater our devotion to the practice of the virtues, the more our
intellect is illumined by knowledge. It is in this way that we are
accounted worthy of mercy, that is, through the fifth commandment:
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy’ (Mt. 5:7). The
merciful person is he who gives to others what he has himself received
from God, whether it be money, or food, or strength, a helpful word,
a prayer, or anything else that he has through which he can express his
compassion for those in need. At the same time he considers himself
a debtor, since he has received more than he is asked to give.
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