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father confessor.  This ensures the privacy of the matter
and the sound spiritual guidance.

6- Focusing on one’s career and forgetting family life and
personal time together.  The couple may spend innumerable
hours working to establish their careers while forgetting
to nourish their own relationship together.  It is important
to set some time off to spend together on a weekly basis
and a long vacation yearly.

7- The influence of the Western culture on how easy it is
to get divorced or out of a marriage.  This is very
dangerous and every one should not rush in or out of a
marriage.

8- Intolerance to one’s weaknesses.  No one is perfect
and a couple should be together for good or for worse,
health or sickness, rich or poor.

It is important to note that some of these conflicts may
occur in same race marriages also.

In writing this article, I was not advocating marrying from
outside our culture, neither am I against marrying from
within our Coptic Church.  I believe that the majority of
marriages has been and will continue to be from within
the church community.  I can not predict the future, but
no one can deny that there has been a rise in inter-racial
marriages within our community lately.  We thank God
that the majority of them have been embraced by the
Church, while we have lost some.  I believe that our
Church will look different in the future, having accepted
people from the four corners of the world, yet maintained
its strong faith and spirituality.  It is the responsibility of
every Copt to open up their arms, hearts and homes to
every new convert that walks into the Church.  With
embracing love and acceptance we should greet them
and welcome them into our lives and churches.  Will the
Church ever look like heaven?  What is my responsibility?
What is your responsibility?  Think…
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The specific name “Antichrist” appears in the Holy
Bible only in the first two Holy Letters of St. John.
The specific name “Antichrist” does not appear in the
Holy Book of Revelation or in the Holy Book of Daniel,
or in any other particular place in the Holy Bible.

There are two kinds of “Antichrists” mentioned
in the Holy Bible:

1.  The one of the Holy Letters of St. John

2.  The one at the end of times, who will reign for 3 ½
years, the same time as the ministry of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

1.  The Antichrist of the Holy Letters of St. John are
mentioned five times (twice in I John 2:18, once in I
John 2:22, 4:3, and II John 7).

2.  The Antichrist of the end of the world.

The term “antichrist” of the Holy Letters of St John
has been applied in the Christian literature to the one
coming at the end of times, “at the last hour.” (I John
2:18)

The following are references to the antichristian
might of the world during the last times:

1.  The “Beast” and “the False Prophet” of the Holy
Book of Revelations 13 and 16:13 who will reign for
3 ½ years plus 3 ½ years (Revelations 13:5, 12:6,
12:14, 11:3).  And the “Woman sitting on a Scarlet
Beast” of Revelation 17:3, Babylon the Great, mother
of all prostitutes (17:5).

2.  The “Little Horn” of the Holy Book of Daniel
7:8,11,8:9, who will reign for 2,300 days, 7 years (8:9-
14), during the time of Abomination of Desolation and
the Great Tribulation.  In 12:11-12 the prophet Daniel
specifies the times:  The time of Abomination of
Desolation will be 1,290 days (3 ½ years), and
afterwards another 1,290 days of the Great Tribulation,
and blessed are those who persevere for 1,335 days!
Refer to the Holy Book of Daniel 7:8-11, 21-26, 8:9-
12, and 23-25.  Note that the Time of Coming, “Little
Horn” is referring to the lowly political origin of the
Antichrist and describes him as he is before he attains
governmental supremacy.  The great prophet Daniel
also describes the Antichrist as “the Prince that shall
come, shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  (Daniel
9:26)”  King Antioch IV, the Assyrian, is the type of
Antichrist in the Holy Book of Daniel, the “Little Horn”
of chapters 7,8, and 11:21.

3.  The Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Gospel of St.
Matthew describes the two struggles provoked by the
Antichrist:  The Abomination of Desolation of Matthew
24:15, for 3 ½ years, and next the Great Tribulation of

Through the intercession and prayers of the holy
Theotokos Virgin Mary, St. Mark the apostle,
the prayers of our beloved father H.H. Pope
Shenouda III glory be to the Holy Trinity, One
God.  Amen.
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ST.  ARSENIUS

Reference:  http://religion-cults.com/antichrist/two.htm
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the most to see one of our youth getting married outside
the Church.  It doesn’t mean that we have lost only an
individual, but rather, that we lost a whole generation.

2- Spiritual growth: will this person bring me closer
or farther away from God?  Will we have a little church
at our home and raise our children in the love and fear
of God?  Is this person’s faith genuine or is there a
chance for him/her to change back?

3- Spiritual advice and prayer: It is very important
to ensure the awareness of your father of confession
with what you are thinking.  Abouna will both give
guidance and pray with you about the matter.  Pre-
marriage counseling is crucial before any serious step.
Investing in prayer to seek God’s guidance to your
future is crucial.

4- Parents: It is very important to receive the parents’
blessings.  Try not to rush things
against their will but pray that if it is
God’s will that He may change their
heart.  If the parents are refusing,
make sure to listen to their concerns.

5- Maturity and compatibility: Be
sure that you are physically,
financially, emotionally, socially and
spiritually ready.  Some youth
introduce to us individuals as
prospective spouses while being far
from becoming ready to begin a
serious and lasting relationship.  They
are attempting to legitimize this
relationship while knowing of its
eminent failure.  So be honest to
yourself in making mature decisions.

Conflicts that may come up:
Indeed, everyone can witness that
there are numerous people who have
joined the Church and the faith from

outside our ethnic community who had been a blessing
to the whole congregation.  I can vow that there are
many marriages that were truly made in heaven, but
also we have to agree that not all inter-racial marriages
were successful.  There are many reasons which we
can discuss on why an inter-racial marriage may not
succeed.

1- The inability of one partner to accept the other’s
cultural background and upbringing and finding common
grounds to live by.

2- The inability to remain faithful to the spouse.  This is
usually a result of having multiple relationships before
marriage and having no control over one’s feelings after
marriage.

3- The total neglect of one’s feelings and the inability
to express emotions and resolve problems in a

constructive manner. “Do not let
the sun go down on your wrath,
nor give place to the devil”
(Eph. 4:26, 27).

4- The inability to agree on the
faith and rituals which will govern
their lives.  One partner may
change their mind about church
after getting married, while church
is an integral part of the other
person’s life.

5- The involvement of other
people into the relationship which
may harm and affect the couple’s
privacy.  Such influences could be
from Parents, friends, peers or
other family members.  It is
recommended here that the only
person that would be involved in
any arguments or
misunderstandings would be the

the Matthew 24:21 for another 3 ½ years…and gives
a precise order of the events of the end of the world in
chapters 24 and 25, in the Sermon of Jesus of the End
of the World.  The time and the work of the Antichrist
are evident here.

4.  St. Paul in the Holy Book of II Thessalonians gives
derogatory, important, and revealing titles to the
Antichrist:  The Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, the
Wicked One, the Lawless One… and he is already at
work today but not of full strength until the restrainer
is gone (II Thessalonians 2: 3,8,9).

5.  The Holy Book of Psalms give the Antichrist
several titles:  The Bloody and Deceitful One, the
Arrogant (5:6), the Wicked One (10: 2, 4), the Mighty
One (52:1), the Enemy (53:3), the Adversary (74:8-
10), and the Head of Many Countries (140:1).

6.  The holy prophets also mentioned the Antichrist
several descriptive times:

Isaiah:

The Assyrian, the “Rod” of God’s anger (Isaiah 10:5,
12).

The King of  Babylon (Isaiah 14: 4, 11-20, Jeremiah
49:51).

The Spoiler (Isaiah 16: 4-5).

The Nail (Isaiah 22:25).

Jeremiah:

“the Destroyer of the Gentiles” (4:7).

The “Enemy,” the “Cruel One”.

“the Wicked”(30:14 and 23)

Ezekiel:

The “Profane Wicked Prince of Israel” (21:25).

“Prince of Tyre” (28:2-10).

“the Chief Prince of Meshech and Tubal” (38:2)

Daniel

Has been previously detailed.

Hosea:

“King of Princes” (8:10).

“merchant in whose hand are the balances of deceit”

Who “loves to oppose.” (12:7)

Joel:

“Head of the Northern Army, who shall be overthrown
because he magnified himself to do great things.”  (2:20)

Amos:

“the Adversary who shall break Israel’s strength and
spoil her palaces.”  (3:11)

Nahum:

Tells of “Belial’s destruction” (1:15)

Habakkuk:

“the proud man who enlarged his desires as hell and is
as death and cannot be satisfied, but gathered unto
him all nations and heaped unto him all peoples.”  (2:5)

Zechariah:

“the Idol Shepherd” upon who is pronounced God’s
woe and upon who descends His judgment.”  (11:17)


