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St. Boctor often admonished his father for worshipping
the idols, so his father accused him before the Emperor.
The Emperor had him brought and asked him to
worship the idols to obey the imperial order.  The saint
took off his soldier girdle and threw it in his face saying:
“Take your gift that you gave me.” His father suggested
to the Emperor to send him to Alexandria to be tortured
there. On their way, his mother bid him farewell, crying,
and he asked her to care for the poor, the widows,
and the lonely. When he arrived to Alexandria, the
governor Armanius tortured him many tortures, then
he sent him to the governor of Ansena, who tortured
him also, then cut off his tongue and plucked out his
eyes. The Lord strengthened and comforted him every
time. There was a fifteen years old girl who was
watching his torture from the window of her house.
She saw a crown coming down over his head. She
confessed that before the governor and all those who

were present. The Governor ordered her head to be
cut off and also the head of St. Boctor. They received
the crown of life in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Some of the believers took his body and shrouded it.
They placed the body of St. Claudius who was
martyred shortly after that, with his body. After the
end of the time of persecution, Boctor’s mother came,
and took both their bodies to Antioch.

There is a district in Alexandria until now known as El
Boctoriah (Victoria), named after this Saint, because
probably there was a church on his name in this district.

His prayers be with us and Glory be to our God
forever. Amen.
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WHO AM I?

I WAS THE CHILD OF TOBIT, A GOOD MAN WHO
GAVE HIS MONEY TO THE POOR AND NEEDY
MY FATHER LOST HIS EYESIGHT AND COULD
NO LONGER WORK
HE REMEMBERED A FRIEND HE HAD LENT
SILVER TO AND DECIDED TO SEND ME TO THE
FARAWAY CITY
AN ANGEL AS A STRANGER ACCOMPANIED ME
ON THE JOURNEY
WE STOPPED ALONG THE WAY AND ATE A FISH
BUT I SAVED THE GALL OF THE FISH
THE MAN GAVE ME MANY SILVER COINS AND I
RETURNED TO MY FATHER
I RESTORED MY FATHER’S EYESIGHT WITH THE
GALL
THE ANGEL RAPHEAL FLEW AWAY AFTER THIS

TOBIAS  AND THE ANGEL

The History of the Blessed Benjamin

Excerpts from the Excerpts from the Excerpts from the Excerpts from the Excerpts from the Paradise of the Holy FathersParadise of the Holy FathersParadise of the Holy FathersParadise of the Holy FathersParadise of the Holy Fathers……………

And there was also in the Mountain of Nitria a
marvelous man who name was Benjamin, who
attained to a high state of perfection in the ascetic
life, for he had fasted and toiled for eighty years.  Now
he was held to be worthy of the gift of the craft of the
physician, and from every wound or stripe upon
which he laid his hand, and which blessed or gave
him the power to heal, straightway every pain
departed.  And this man, who was worthy of such a
gift, collected water in his body for eight months
before his death, and he was so much swollen that
he might have been called a “second Job.”  And
Dioscurus took us, that is to say the blessed Origen
and myself, and said unto us, “Come ye and see a
new Job, who whilst suffering from such a severe
disease of the body as this healeth others.”

And Benjamin gave thanks concerning his
affliction beyond measure, and glorified God
continually, and his soul rejoiced and was glad in the
hope which is laid up for the saints.  Now when we
had gone and seen the swelling of his body we found
that his body had become so large that a man could
not with all his hand encircle one of his fingers;  and
being unable to look upon such terrible affliction
through disease we turned away our eyes.  Then the
blessed Benjamin said unto us, “My sons pray that
the inner man may not collect water.  Even when this
body was in health it in no wise helped me, and now
that it is sick, it in no wise hindereth me.”

Now during the last eighth months of his life they
made a broad chair for him and he used to sit
therein always, because he was not able to lie down
upon a bed by reason of the necessity of his belly
and the other members of his body. And whilst he

himself lived in such suffering through his afflictions,
he was healing others. And it was for this reason that
I am compelled to narrate to you concerning the
affliction of this righteous man, so that when such an
affliction happeneth to man as this happeneth unto
the righteous we may not hold the matter to be hard.

Now when this blessed man dies, the whole of the
framework of the doorway had to be removed to
enable them to bring out his body from his cell, for
his body was very large indeed.

(The Paradise of the Holy Fathers is compiled by
Athanasius Archbishop of Alexander, Palladius
Bishop of Helenopolis, Saint Jerome and others)1234567890123456789012345678901
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 And whosoever
doth not bear his
cross, and come

after me, can not
be my disciple

Lu 14:27


