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Coptic Lesson 4:
The Last Five Letters

Gerges Gad, St. Mary and Archangel Michael Church, Houston TX
Find previous lessons at: http://www.suscopts.org/deacons/coptic/coptic_lessons.html

In lesson one, we learned the letters that look and sound like English letters:

a b e z i k m n o c t wa b e z i k m n o c t wa b e z i k m n o c t wa b e z i k m n o c t wa b e z i k m n o c t w

We also learned three letters that look like English letters but are pronounced differently: 3 r x3 r x3 r x3 r x3 r x

In lesson two, we learned Seven New Coptic Letters: j d l p h g 2j d l p h g 2j d l p h g 2j d l p h g 2j d l p h g 2

In lesson three, we learned Five New Coptic Letters: 0 f y 4 50 f y 4 50 f y 4 50 f y 4 50 f y 4 5

Now let us learn the last five Coptic letters. Below is the shape of the letter (in Caps and small), its name, and
its pronunciation
Note: not all pronunciation rules will be included, just the basic ones, to avoid confusion.

Letter Shape Pronunciation

Soo Soo pi6 ‘ntenh
(Pi-Soo en-tenh= six wings)

The only use of this letter is the number 6, and always has a bar, which de-
notes a number, over it

Exsi &7 x (as in Phone) or0odo7wn
(ortho-zthox-on = orthodox)

Epsilon Vv
V (as in nave)

Long O (as in no)
E (as in hero)

ctavroc

ctavroc
(stav-ros = cross)

Iwannov
(you-an-no = John)

kvrie
(Ke-riee = Lord)

Example

^6

8- What was the consequence of showing contempt to a priest’s decision?
a) put to death b) whipped
c) beaten d) flogged

9- Select the main purpose of a “City of Refuge”
a) rest for traveler b) safety for unintentional killing
c) for homeless d) for offerings

10- What happened to liars giving false testimony against a brother?
a) life for life b) eye for eye
c) hand for hand d) all of these

11- During war, what trees were the Israelites NOT allowed cutting down?
a) fruit  b) flowering
c) gopher d) olive

12- The punishment of a rebellious son was severe. It was:
a) hanging b) drowning
c) trial by fire d) stoning

13- A woman COULD NOT wear:
a) clothes of wool b) clothes of linen
c) men’s clothing d) clothes of raw silk

14- Who would decide a dispute brought to the court system?
a) Levite high priest b) the judges
c) Moses d) Joshua

15- Where did God bury Moses?
     a) Moab b) Valley opposite of Beth Peor

c) the grave has never been found d) all of these
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v is pronounced v: if it follows a or e ;

v is pronounced o: if it follows o
otherwise it is an e

Khai Qq Kh (The Arabic KH sound,

like Kham-sa”=  number 5)
qen

(khen= with/in)

Cheema Ss ch (as in church) soic
(choice= lord)

Now let’s read some words using these letters, along with the
ones we have already learned:

Agp ^

Or0odo7wn

Do7olojia

A7ioc

Eva

‘Cnav

Manlav

All3lovia

Nannovc

Kv0ara

Piiq

Paqwmioc

Swm ‘nnicim

Agp soo

Ortho-zox-on

Zoxo-lo-gia

A-xios

Eva

Es-nav

Man-lav

Al-lee-loo-ia

Nan-noos

Kee-tha-ra

Pe-ekh

Pa-khom-ios

Shom En-ne-sem

Sixth hour

Orthodox

Doxology (praise)

Worthy

Eve

Two

Malawy, Egypt

Alleluia

Doll

Harp

The Ghost

Pachomios

“Sham en-neseem” (Egyptian
Feast of Spring)

Word Pronunciation Word Meaning

HOLY BOOK OF DEUTERONOMYHOLY BOOK OF DEUTERONOMYHOLY BOOK OF DEUTERONOMYHOLY BOOK OF DEUTERONOMYHOLY BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY

Reference: www.suscopts.org/

1- What plunder was carried away from the battles?
a) gold b) silver
c) bronze d) livestock

2- How were the children of Israel to show FEAR to the Lord?
a) worshipping idols b) keeping His decrees
c) stealing d) giving false witness

3- The carved images were to be destroyed by:
a) fire b) burial
c) breaking into pieces d) tossing into the sea

4- God fed the Israelites a food they and their fathers before them had not
known. It was:
a) bread b) manna
c) quail  d) fish from the oceans

5- Israel was to destroy completely ALL things utilized in idol worship. These
included:
a) altars b) sacred stones
c) Asherah poles  d) all of these

6- Name the animals the Israelites could eat:
a) sheep/goat b) deer/gazelle
c) antelope d) all of these

7- How many times per year must an Israelite appear before the Lord?
a) 7 b) 3
c) 5 d) 6
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Word Pronunciation Word Meaning

Try to read these words on your own:

Moloxia

Fvlictim

Cvmfwnia

Mvron

@ovr3

Afrvkia

Emmanov3l

“Molokhia”
(plant)

Palistine

Symphony

Christmation oil
Mayroon”

Censer

Africa

Emmanuel

Now that you have learned ALL the Coptic Letters of the Coptic
Language, Let’s try to use it. Write your full name in COPTIC.
This should be fun, as well as a good learning tool.

Example: my name is: Gerges Abdelmesih Gad
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A new command I give you:
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one

another.

John 13:34-35

+ What brought about divisions in the early Christian Church in 451?
Division in the early churches occurred in 451 A.D. The Oriental Orthodox Churches comprising
now the Coptic, Armenian, Syrian, Ethiopian, Eritrean, and the Malankara Indian Churches refused
the Council of Chalcedon of 451 AD. The Chalcedonian Council was a very “political” council held
in the City of Chalcedon in Asia Minor and dealt with the Heresy of Eutyches, an archimandrite of
Constantinople. The Coptic Church was accused of following the teaching of Eutyches, who believed
in Monophysitism. This doctrine maintains that our Lord Jesus Christ has only one single nature; the
divine nature, and  not the human as well as the divine.

The Oriental churches have refused and rejected the teaching of Eutyches. They believe that our
Lord Jesus Christ is perfect in His divinity and perfect in His humanity, yet His divinity parted not
from His humanity not for a single moment nor a twinkle of an eye. The Oriental Churches did not
accept the two separate natures of Jesus Christ that was advocated in Chalcedonian Council. The
Oriental Orthodox Churches have accepted the formula of faith made by St. Cyril “One nature for
the incarnated God the Word” (Miaphysitism). Our belief is Jesus Christ, Him being  perfectly divine
and perfectly human and these two natures are united together without confusion, without mingling,
and without alteration (miaphysitism).

Questions & Answers
Reference: www.suscopts.org/q&a/

The following questions are answered by His Grace Bishop Youssef
Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States.....

What does the Procession of the Cross on Hossana Sunday and during the Feasts of the
Cross signify? What are the theological and ritualological meanings?
St. Paul said, “But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world” (Gal 6:14). The Procession of
the Cross signifies the joy of the Church in  the Cross of her Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ.
The procession is done on the two feasts of the Cross and also on Hosanna Sunday because on
this day we celebrate the Entry of our Lord Jesus Christ to Jerusalem as a king who will reign on
the wood of the Cross (the throne of the King).

In the procession there are twelve stations that reflect the joy of the heavenly ranks with the cross.
These are (Archangel Michael, Archangel Gabriel), the Victorious Church (St. Mary, St. John the
Baptist, the Apostles, St. Mark, the Martyrs, and the Saints), and the Striving one (the Altar, the
Northern Gate, the Baptistery, and the Southern Gate).


