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“I want my kids to be blond”
Exploring Inter-racial marriages

Fr. Pishoy Salama St. Mark church, Toronto, Canada

I
n a recent unofficial gathering
for a group of university
students and recent

graduates at a home, a
conversation was started on
inter-racial marriages.  The
discussion went on for a lengthy
period having everyone
expressing their own personal
views on the subject.  Many of
them expressed different
reasons why someone would
want to marry from outside their
culture.  Someone said that our
culture is too strict and that it is
really hard to get to know
someone from inside the church.
Parents usually expect that if a
male calls their daughter it means that they will
automatically get married.  Others think that it’s not
always easy to find a match from the church youth
since they had been brought together and they feel
almost like siblings. Another opinion was that it is easier
to associate with eastern youth since they are more
compatible with in their views, culture, freedom and
goals in life.  Many had agreed that it’s much better to
find someone from inside the church looking towards
the future of their kids, their involvement with the church
and their family relationships. One of them plainly
looked at me and jokingly said “well, I don’t care about
all of that, I just want my kids to be blond”.  Anyhow,
I felt that this was an important topic to start discussing
with our children and youth and knowing exactly how

they felt about the criteria they use
for choosing their future partners.

Our beloved Coptic Orthodox church
is no longer an immigrant church but
rather a citizen church.  We are now
having second and third generation
Copts attending church and enjoying
a nourished spiritual life.  Children and
youth are being brought up in a liberal
culture that knows no discrimination
because of race, religion, color or
ethnicity.  They want to be a part of
that culture, yet they feel that they are
being held back because of
discriminating views of their parents.
Therefore, basically telling your
children that they can’t be friends or

get married to someone because of their ethnic
background would not work today.  You need other
convincing arguments such as behavior, negative
influence, or lack of spirituality to start up a discussion.
Yet, before we start throwing out or loosing all the
values and morals which we brought from our home
lands, it is important to note that God has installed an
honest parental feeling in moms and dads towards their
children.  This feeling is not joined with anyone else
and both children and youth should seriously consider
the advice of their parents before rushing into any
decisions in life.

 Inter-racial marriages had been a phenomenon on the
increase in the last few years.  We have seen youth go

of faith our sweet Savior declared, “On this rock I will
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it” (Mat 16:13-18).  In fact, dear friend,
you will not even find the word “Christianity” mentioned
at all in the Holy Scriptures, you will only find the
Church! And what then is the Church? Lets listen to
St. Paul our teacher, “And He put all things under His
feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills
all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23).

The Church then is the new life in Christ, the fullness
of Him who fills all in all! The Church is the body of
Christ, of which He is the Head and we are the
members.  It is in the Church that we are united to
Christ our Head through the life-giving mysteries.  That
is to say beloved, that the mysteries of the Church
seek to unite us with Christ.  In baptism we are united
to His Death and Resurrection (Rom. 6:3-5).  In the
Holy Eucharist we partake of His Holy Body and His
Precious Blood, and again, are thereby united to Him
in the most beautiful and intimate way (John 5:56).
And so it is with all the Mysteries of the Church.  By
the action of the Holy Spirit in the Church through the
Holy Mysteries, we are united to Christ, by which we
know the Father!

If we then, dear reader, are united to Christ who is the
head of the body, is it not also true, therefore, that we
are united to the members of the body, that is, to one
another? Indeed!  The Church is one and indivisible.
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are
all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28).  St. Paul, elsewhere
says, “…so we, being many, are one body in Christ,
and individually members of one another (Rom. 12:5).

And likewise there can be no “death” for those in
Christ, since in Christ death has been destroyed.  As
we pray in the divine services of the Church, “there is
no death for your servants but rather a departure.”
And the Scriptures attest to the reality that “God is not

the God of the dead, but of the living” (Mat. 22:32).
So there is one Church, one Body, made up of those
who have departed this world and those of us still
struggling in this world.  And there can never be a
separation from the two just as the Body cannot be
separated from her Head nor the Body divided within
herself.

It is based on these realities, dear friend, that the Holy
Orthodox Church venerates the holy saints and seeks
their intercessions.  Let us now go deeper into these
beautiful aspects of our faith!

The saints are those which have “put on” Christ and
attained to the life that each of us is called to live. “You
shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy” (Lev.
19:2).  We venerate their lives, beloved, precisely
because they reflect for us Christ Himself.  They are,
as one of the Fathers has put so beautifully, the
“incarnation of the beatitudes, the living Bible, the
perfection of the Gospel”.  It is as if, dear reader, the
Scriptures in all their truth and reality are being lived
out before our very eyes through the lives of the saints!
St. Paul indicated this to us when he said, “Imitate me,
just as I also imitate Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1).

We see in the lives of the saints the proof of the
transfigured life, the life of holiness and intimacy with
God, the life that has overcome the passions and
rejected earthly attachments.  They are our
encouragement and our examples.  Indeed, did not
our Savior say to us “You are the light of the world”
(Mat. 5:14)?  This light is not an earthly light but the
very light of Christ Himself who said “I am the light of
the world” (John 8:12).  So it is through the saints, in
whom this light shines bright, that we see Christ
Himself!

The saints are people with the very same nature as
ourselves and we, therefore, can relate to them in their
struggles.  We are nourished by their spiritual successes
and have the hope of Christ revitalized in ourselves,
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away from home to attain their university degrees in a
city where there are small or no Coptic congregations.
By the time they graduate, it is possible that they have
developed a serious relationship which they want to
pursue further.  Also, it is possible that they met
someone socially from outside the church or from work.
Lastly we have seen some dangerous relationships
which have developed over the computer in either chat
rooms, MSN, AOL or through dating services.  These
relationships cause a great deal of danger on our youth
both emotionally, spiritually and even physically.  It is
recommended that youth should stay away from the
latter relationships of knowing or being introduced to
someone over the internet.

Does God approve of inter-racial marriages?
God has no problem with inter-racial marriages as long
as the couples maintain their faith in Him alone.  When
Moses the prophet married an Ethopian woman, both
Aaron and Miriam spoke against him harshly. So,
God’s anger was aroused and Mariam became
Leprous.  Moses later prayed for her that she may be
healed (Numbers 12).  God was angry at Solomon
because the women he married made him turn away
from believing in Him.  “But king Solomon loved
many strange women, together with the daughter
of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites,
Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; Of the nations
concerning which the Lord said unto the children
of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall
they come in unto you: forsurely they will turn
away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave
unto these in love”(1Kgs11:1,2).
 In the New Testament, God never discriminated
against anyone, but rather offered his salvation to
anyone who believes in him and is baptized.  “For
God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten son, that who ever believes in him shall
not parish but have ever lasting life”. (John 3:16).

We have seen many biblical characters who were not
from the mainstream believers. Yet, when God’s light

has shined upon them, they excelled in spirituality more
then their contemporaries.  Such examples are Rahab
( Josh 2, Matt 1:5), Ruth ( Ruth1, Matt 1:5) and
Cornelius the Centurion (Acts 10).  St. Paul has clarified
the point that everyone is equal in the sight of Christ
and that we are all one in Him.  “For as many of you
as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave or free, there is neither male nor female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3: 27,
28).  St. John the beloved has seen a beautiful vision
of heaven where people from all nations, tribes and
tongues are standing before the throne and before the
lamb (Rev. 7:9).

Advice before getting married:
Marriage is the most important decision that anyone
will make in his/her life. One can register in a university
but later change careers.  One may purchase some
clothes and exchanged them later.  The policy for
marriage is “No exchange or refund”, it is… “As is
where is “and” what you see is what you get”.  You
only get one shot at it in your life time, so it is better be
the right decision.  Our beloved Coptic Church believes
in the rule which our Lord Jesus Christ has established
“They are no longer two but one flesh, therefore
what God has joined together, let no man
separate” (Matt. 19: 6).

Therefore, it is not the issue of race but rather that of
compatibility.  A person must invest a lot of time and
prayer to know that this is God’s will for his/her life.
Here are some thoughts which should be considered
before choosing a future spouse:

1- Faith: Is he/she willing to be a part of the Coptic
Church?  It is crucial that both partners have the same
faith and denomination before getting married.  I can
assure you that the Church will do its best to
accommodate any converts as long as we follow the
teaching of the Holy Bible and of the Coptic Church’s
Holy Synod.  Believe me that it hurts Clergy and parents
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It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me…
(Gal. 2:20)

Beloved reader, our ultimate goal in life is union with
the Holy Trinity.   This union has been made possible
by the Incarnation, Death and Resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ.  By His life-giving works, our Savior has
revealed to us His Truth, brought us to the true
knowledge of God and man, granted us through
Himself victory over our passions, redeemed us from
our sins, abolished death and raised us with Him to sit
at the right hand of the Father.  Indeed, our Good
Savior, the Lover of Mankind has accomplished
everything on our behalf so that we might eternally live
with Him in the Kingdom of God!

Our way, then, to the Kingdom of God, the bosom of
the Holy Trinity, is always in Christ.  Since it is Christ
Himself who has accomplished everything for us and
become the “first-fruits”, we likewise can only know
the Father in Christ.  “I am the way, the truth, and the

life. No one comes to the Father except through Me”
(John 14:6).

It is the Holy Spirit, poured out on the Church on the
day of Pentecost, Who brings us to Christ and makes
known to us all His works.  As St. Paul declared, “no
one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy
Spirit. “ (1 Cor. 12:3).  Thus, the Holy Spirit is called
our Helper, and our Advocate.  The Holy Spirit,
beloved, is imparted to the world through the Church!
Yes, it is through the Church that we receive the Holy
Spirit through her life-giving Mysteries and the new
life in Christ.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, glory be to Him, did not come
and establish a new religion, nor did He come to create
a new system of philosophy.  He came to establish His
Church. When our Lord Jesus Christ asked His holy
apostles the question, “Who do men say that I, the
Son of Man, am?” St. Peter replied, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God”.  To this confession
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the most to see one of our youth getting married outside
the Church.  It doesn’t mean that we have lost only an
individual, but rather, that we lost a whole generation.

2- Spiritual growth: will this person bring me closer
or farther away from God?  Will we have a little church
at our home and raise our children in the love and fear
of God?  Is this person’s faith genuine or is there a
chance for him/her to change back?

3- Spiritual advice and prayer: It is very important
to ensure the awareness of your father of confession
with what you are thinking.  Abouna will both give
guidance and pray with you about the matter.  Pre-
marriage counseling is crucial before any serious step.
Investing in prayer to seek God’s guidance to your
future is crucial.

4- Parents: It is very important to receive the parents’
blessings.  Try not to rush things
against their will but pray that if it is
God’s will that He may change their
heart.  If the parents are refusing,
make sure to listen to their concerns.

5- Maturity and compatibility: Be
sure that you are physically,
financially, emotionally, socially and
spiritually ready.  Some youth
introduce to us individuals as
prospective spouses while being far
from becoming ready to begin a
serious and lasting relationship.  They
are attempting to legitimize this
relationship while knowing of its
eminent failure.  So be honest to
yourself in making mature decisions.

Conflicts that may come up:
Indeed, everyone can witness that
there are numerous people who have
joined the Church and the faith from

outside our ethnic community who had been a blessing
to the whole congregation.  I can vow that there are
many marriages that were truly made in heaven, but
also we have to agree that not all inter-racial marriages
were successful.  There are many reasons which we
can discuss on why an inter-racial marriage may not
succeed.

1- The inability of one partner to accept the other’s
cultural background and upbringing and finding common
grounds to live by.

2- The inability to remain faithful to the spouse.  This is
usually a result of having multiple relationships before
marriage and having no control over one’s feelings after
marriage.

3- The total neglect of one’s feelings and the inability
to express emotions and resolve problems in a

constructive manner. “Do not let
the sun go down on your wrath,
nor give place to the devil”
(Eph. 4:26, 27).

4- The inability to agree on the
faith and rituals which will govern
their lives.  One partner may
change their mind about church
after getting married, while church
is an integral part of the other
person’s life.

5- The involvement of other
people into the relationship which
may harm and affect the couple’s
privacy.  Such influences could be
from Parents, friends, peers or
other family members.  It is
recommended here that the only
person that would be involved in
any arguments or
misunderstandings would be the

the Matthew 24:21 for another 3 ½ years…and gives
a precise order of the events of the end of the world in
chapters 24 and 25, in the Sermon of Jesus of the End
of the World.  The time and the work of the Antichrist
are evident here.

4.  St. Paul in the Holy Book of II Thessalonians gives
derogatory, important, and revealing titles to the
Antichrist:  The Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, the
Wicked One, the Lawless One… and he is already at
work today but not of full strength until the restrainer
is gone (II Thessalonians 2: 3,8,9).

5.  The Holy Book of Psalms give the Antichrist
several titles:  The Bloody and Deceitful One, the
Arrogant (5:6), the Wicked One (10: 2, 4), the Mighty
One (52:1), the Enemy (53:3), the Adversary (74:8-
10), and the Head of Many Countries (140:1).

6.  The holy prophets also mentioned the Antichrist
several descriptive times:

Isaiah:

The Assyrian, the “Rod” of God’s anger (Isaiah 10:5,
12).

The King of  Babylon (Isaiah 14: 4, 11-20, Jeremiah
49:51).

The Spoiler (Isaiah 16: 4-5).

The Nail (Isaiah 22:25).

Jeremiah:

“the Destroyer of the Gentiles” (4:7).

The “Enemy,” the “Cruel One”.

“the Wicked”(30:14 and 23)

Ezekiel:

The “Profane Wicked Prince of Israel” (21:25).

“Prince of Tyre” (28:2-10).

“the Chief Prince of Meshech and Tubal” (38:2)

Daniel

Has been previously detailed.

Hosea:

“King of Princes” (8:10).

“merchant in whose hand are the balances of deceit”

Who “loves to oppose.” (12:7)

Joel:

“Head of the Northern Army, who shall be overthrown
because he magnified himself to do great things.”  (2:20)

Amos:

“the Adversary who shall break Israel’s strength and
spoil her palaces.”  (3:11)

Nahum:

Tells of “Belial’s destruction” (1:15)

Habakkuk:

“the proud man who enlarged his desires as hell and is
as death and cannot be satisfied, but gathered unto
him all nations and heaped unto him all peoples.”  (2:5)

Zechariah:

“the Idol Shepherd” upon who is pronounced God’s
woe and upon who descends His judgment.”  (11:17)
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father confessor.  This ensures the privacy of the matter
and the sound spiritual guidance.

6- Focusing on one’s career and forgetting family life and
personal time together.  The couple may spend innumerable
hours working to establish their careers while forgetting
to nourish their own relationship together.  It is important
to set some time off to spend together on a weekly basis
and a long vacation yearly.

7- The influence of the Western culture on how easy it is
to get divorced or out of a marriage.  This is very
dangerous and every one should not rush in or out of a
marriage.

8- Intolerance to one’s weaknesses.  No one is perfect
and a couple should be together for good or for worse,
health or sickness, rich or poor.

It is important to note that some of these conflicts may
occur in same race marriages also.

In writing this article, I was not advocating marrying from
outside our culture, neither am I against marrying from
within our Coptic Church.  I believe that the majority of
marriages has been and will continue to be from within
the church community.  I can not predict the future, but
no one can deny that there has been a rise in inter-racial
marriages within our community lately.  We thank God
that the majority of them have been embraced by the
Church, while we have lost some.  I believe that our
Church will look different in the future, having accepted
people from the four corners of the world, yet maintained
its strong faith and spirituality.  It is the responsibility of
every Copt to open up their arms, hearts and homes to
every new convert that walks into the Church.  With
embracing love and acceptance we should greet them
and welcome them into our lives and churches.  Will the
Church ever look like heaven?  What is my responsibility?
What is your responsibility?  Think…

The AntichristThe AntichristThe AntichristThe AntichristThe Antichrist

The specific name “Antichrist” appears in the Holy
Bible only in the first two Holy Letters of St. John.
The specific name “Antichrist” does not appear in the
Holy Book of Revelation or in the Holy Book of Daniel,
or in any other particular place in the Holy Bible.

There are two kinds of “Antichrists” mentioned
in the Holy Bible:

1.  The one of the Holy Letters of St. John

2.  The one at the end of times, who will reign for 3 ½
years, the same time as the ministry of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

1.  The Antichrist of the Holy Letters of St. John are
mentioned five times (twice in I John 2:18, once in I
John 2:22, 4:3, and II John 7).

2.  The Antichrist of the end of the world.

The term “antichrist” of the Holy Letters of St John
has been applied in the Christian literature to the one
coming at the end of times, “at the last hour.” (I John
2:18)

The following are references to the antichristian
might of the world during the last times:

1.  The “Beast” and “the False Prophet” of the Holy
Book of Revelations 13 and 16:13 who will reign for
3 ½ years plus 3 ½ years (Revelations 13:5, 12:6,
12:14, 11:3).  And the “Woman sitting on a Scarlet
Beast” of Revelation 17:3, Babylon the Great, mother
of all prostitutes (17:5).

2.  The “Little Horn” of the Holy Book of Daniel
7:8,11,8:9, who will reign for 2,300 days, 7 years (8:9-
14), during the time of Abomination of Desolation and
the Great Tribulation.  In 12:11-12 the prophet Daniel
specifies the times:  The time of Abomination of
Desolation will be 1,290 days (3 ½ years), and
afterwards another 1,290 days of the Great Tribulation,
and blessed are those who persevere for 1,335 days!
Refer to the Holy Book of Daniel 7:8-11, 21-26, 8:9-
12, and 23-25.  Note that the Time of Coming, “Little
Horn” is referring to the lowly political origin of the
Antichrist and describes him as he is before he attains
governmental supremacy.  The great prophet Daniel
also describes the Antichrist as “the Prince that shall
come, shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  (Daniel
9:26)”  King Antioch IV, the Assyrian, is the type of
Antichrist in the Holy Book of Daniel, the “Little Horn”
of chapters 7,8, and 11:21.

3.  The Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Gospel of St.
Matthew describes the two struggles provoked by the
Antichrist:  The Abomination of Desolation of Matthew
24:15, for 3 ½ years, and next the Great Tribulation of

Through the intercession and prayers of the holy
Theotokos Virgin Mary, St. Mark the apostle,
the prayers of our beloved father H.H. Pope
Shenouda III glory be to the Holy Trinity, One
God.  Amen.

WHO AM I?

I WAS KNOWN AS “TEACHER OF THE
KINGS”

I TAUGHT EMPEROR THEODOSIUS 2
CHILDREN

WHEN MY PARENTS DIED I GAVE ALL
THEIR RICHES TO THE POOR AND

LIVED AN ASCETIC LIFE
I BECAME FAMOUS FOR MY

RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WISDOM
AS A MONK I WOULD STAND

OUTSIDE MY CELL AT NIGHT AND
TURN MY BACK TO THE EVENING
SUN, AND START PRAYING UNTIL
THE SUN WOULD SHINE ON MY

FACE THE NEXT MORNING
I LED A VERY QUIET AND SILENT
LIFE, AND SAID “MANY TIMES I

SPOKE AND AS A RESULT I FELT
SORRY, BUT I NEVER REGRETTED MY

SILENCE.”

ST.  ARSENIUS

Reference:  http://religion-cults.com/antichrist/two.htm


