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which is the hope of glory as the wise St. Paul says,
“Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).  They
are our consolation in times of trouble and weariness.
In their lives we see the Gospel commandments lived
out through their life of prayer,
fasting, almsgiving, love for
neighbor, and other virtuous
efforts.  Their lives offer proof
that what our Sweet Savior
said is true, “For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light”
(Matt. 11:30).

Their examples, like the
Scriptures, are never limited
to any single generation since
the truths they manifest in their
lives are eternal.  And our
Lord, the Lover of Mankind,
provides every generation
with a “cloud of witnesses”
(Heb. 12:1), so that we
always are reminded,
beloved, of His words of
comfort to us when he said,
“be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world” (John
16:33).  The saints of every
generation are those who
have “overcome the world” in Him!

They inspire us to make drastic changes in our own
lives, renewing our commitment to Christ as we
compare our lives to theirs.  How many saints, O Lord,
started on the path to sainthood because they read
about the lives of one of the saints?!  How many lost
sheep, O Christ, have repented of their evil ways and
committed their lives to You, the Master of All, after
reading about the life and struggles of one of Your holy
saints?! Do you see, beloved, how precious are the
lives of the saints and how beneficial they are to those
of us who are “sojourners in this place”?  Our Church

has witnessed the reality that the saints themselves, and
indeed all pious Christ-loving Christians, have been
nourished by the lives of the saints throughout all
generations and in all places!

St. Ephrem the Syrian
wrote, “Blessed is he who
plants in his soul good
plants, that is, the virtues
and the lives of the saints.”
And St. Clement of Rome
wrote, “Come to the
saints, for they who cleave
to them shall be made
holy.”  And likewise, dear
reader, listen to the wise
St. Basil when he gives this
analogy: “Just as painters,
in working from models
constantly gaze at their
exemplar and thus strive
to transfer the expression
of the original to their own
artistry, so too he who is
eager to make himself
perfect in all kinds of virtue
must gaze upon the lives
of the saints as upon
statues, so to speak, that

move and act, and must make their excellence his own
by imitation.”

Among the saints, the Church has always acknowledged
the unique place of those who have been called and
gifted by the Holy Spirit to offer their lives for the sake
of Christ by the shedding of their blood unto death.  I
speak of the holy martyrs, dear reader, who fulfilled the
perfect command of the Savior when He proclaimed,
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down
one’s life for his friends” (John 15:13).  Indeed what
can be a greater expression of our love for Christ than

No Darkness Can Conceal My Light From You!
By Fr. Tadros Al-Malaty

“Look up, My son, and you will find Me supporting you in times of need.

And when darkness surrounds you, I will become your source of Light.1

All the darkness of this world cannot conceal My Light from your eyes,

The more the world resists you, the more you will find in Me a sweetness and beauty that is
startling!

In the multitude of anxieties, My divine comforts delight your soul.2

In the midst of difficulties, My strength grants you success.

In loneliness, I am your companion; no one can separate you from Me.

My son, hide yourself within Me3, and I will come into your depths.

Hold Me as your own, and I will have dominion over you.

“I am the Lord, your Almighty God; My power has no limits and love that I bestow on you.

The springs of My love do not dry up, and My wisdom constantly invites you: do acquire it.

“Rejoice, My son4!

Face the world with a happy face and a joyful heart.

Place your hand in Mine, for I am with you all along the path5.”
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1 You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light. (Eph 5:8)

For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over you,
and His glory will be seen upon you. (Isaiah 60:2)

2 In the multitude of my anxieties within me, your comforts delight my soul. (Ps 94:19)

3 For you died, and you life is hidden with Christ in God. (Col 3:3)

4 That my joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full (John 15:11)

5 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. (Col 3:3)

For you shall  not go out with haste, nor go by flight; for the Lord will go before you, and the God of Israel will
be your rear guard. (Isiah 52:12)


