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+ “However, our Lord demonstrates His own love
towards us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:8).

My heavenly Father, now I know that you love the
whole world, but what about me personally.  I am only
one among a multitude of your children.
+ “Yes I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore with loving kindness I have drawn
you.” (Jr31:3)
+ “See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My
hands.” (Isa 49:16).

My savior, indeed You love me very much, yet I
sometimes fear that my love to You is not perfect.  Will
You ever love me?
+ “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts
out fear.  We love Him because He first loved us.”
(1 Jn 4:18).
+ “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that
He loved us and sent His son to be the propitiation
of our sins.” (1 Jn 4:10).

My Lord Jesus Christ, now that You have shown me
Your true love for me and for the whole world, what
should I do and how can I reflect that love to everyone
else?
+ “As the Father loved me, I also have loved you;
abide in my love… This is my commandment, that
you love one another as I have loved you.” (Jn
15: 9,12).

But now can I love my brother or sister even if they
don’t love me and even if they insult me or don’t
respect me?
+ “Above all things have fervent love for one
another, for love will cover a multitude of sins.”
(1 Pet 4:8).
+ “Love suffers long and is kind; love does not
envy, love does not parade itself; is not puffed
up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own;
is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice

in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love
never fails.” (1 Cor 13: 4-8).

I thank You my Lord Jesus for showing me the true
meaning of love.  Now, I love you with all my heart,
my mind and my understanding and also I love my
brothers and sisters for this is Your will and true
commandment.  With that I rejoice!
+ “Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us.”   (Rom
8:37).
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And when he had
called the people

unto him with his
disciples also, he said

unto them,
Whosoever will come

after me, let him
deny himself, and

take up his cross, and
follow me.

Mr. 8:34
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During the Coptic Month of Kiahk, (Coptic
Synaxarium, Volume II) the great saint Bisadi is
commemorated.  He was a true example of the cross
one must carry to evangelize the Word of God and
the great rewards that are received as a result of such
diligent and noble labor.  He lived during the reign of
the infamous Emperor Dioceltian.  Despite the
merciless Emperor’s persecution of the Christians, St.
Bisadi was zealous to evangelize and spread the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus Christ to non-believers.  As a result
of his efforts many converted to the faith and the
worship of idols slowly disappeared.

When Emperor Dicoletian heard of the work that St.
Bisadi was performing, he sent a messenger to bring
the saint to the emperor.  St. Bisadi requested of the
messenger that he be allowed to celebrate the Divine
Liturgy with his congregation and partake of the Holy
Mysteries.  Anba Bisadi commanded the people to
remain strong in the Orthodox faith; He bade them
farewell and humbly submitted himself into the hands
of the Lord.

He went with the messenger to Arianus, the governor
of Ansena.   When the governor saw him, Anba
Bisadi’s face was illuminated and his countenance full
of reverence. The governor had compassion on him
and wished his life to be spared.  He told the great
saint, “You are a man of great dignity and you should
have pity upon yourself and obey the command of the
emperor”.   Anba Bisadi bravely responded by saying,
“It is impossible for me to replace the Kingdom of
Heaven with this temporal life.”  After a lengthy attempt
at negotiation, the Governor then ordered that the brave
saint first be tortured and then be placed into a bath of

boiling hot water.  But the Lord had compassion on
His servant and kept his body from being harmed or
experiencing any pain.  In seeing this, the frustrated
governor ordered that the pure saint be beheaded.  He
thus received the crown of life and the Kingdom of
Heaven.
May his prayers be with us all. Amen.
“Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be
afraid of them; for the Lord your God, He is the One
who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake
you” (Deut. 31:6)

St. Bisada (also known as St. Psote).  Coptic
Monastery of St. Psote.  Al Meinshah near

Akhmim.


