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straighten itself” (27).  Reassurance is offered at the end 
of the section again; “since you know by these things that 
they are not gods, do not fear them” (29).

Idols cannot repay good or evil, or help worshipers.  
Their followers serve them meals and sit in their temples 
with torn clothes, yet they do not respond.  “They can-
not save anyone from death or rescue the weak from 
the strong.  They cannot restore sight to the blind; they 
cannot rescue one who is in distress” (36-37).  A result 
to those who make and serve these gods will be one of 
shame.

Chaldeans, those who worship these idols, bring dishonor 
to their idols.  They’re humiliated when they bring the 
mute idols to heal those who cannot speak or pray as if 
stones are able to understand.  These idols are but the 
work of human hands.  They are made as the worshiper 
wishes his god to be.  Often times the god does not live as 
long as the man that created it!  The impotence of the 
idols is evident in their lack of power.  They cannot con-
trol nature, judge the wicked, or flee from their temples 
when a fire breaks.

The Letter final explains that the idols are helpless, use-
less, and not to be compared with celestial phenom-
ena.  “So it is better to be a king who shows his courage, 
or a household utensil that serves its owner’s need, than 
to be these false gods; better even the door of a house 
that protects its contents, than these false gods; better 
also a wooden pillar in a palace, than these false gods” 
(59).  When the One True God commands the sun, the 
moon, and the stars they obey.  He commands when and 
where the lightning strikes and flashes; where the wind 
blows and the fire consumes…these gods shall never com-
pare to the One who has power over the world.  The wild 
animals are better than these idols, for they can at least 
flee when they are in danger.

The Letter concludes comparing the false idols to scare-
crows, thorn bushes, and corpses.  They guard nothing, 
provide nothing, and will be thrown out in darkness.

Held today with equal sacredness
and reverence…

Prayer of

Azariah and

Song of the Three Jews

This prayer and song is included in the Holy Book of Dan-
iel and resumes the remainder of the story of the three 
Jewish youth thrown into the fiery furnace by King Ne-
buchadnezzar.  In the Greek text (Septuagint) Abednego 
retains his original name, Azariah.  Praying for deliverance 
Azariah summons forth an Angel of the Lord, “the Angel 
of the Lord came down into the furnace to be with Aza-
riah and his companions…” (Prayer of Azariah 26)  The 
angel extinguishes the flames of the furnace and the three 
Holy Youth sing praise to God.

Held today with equal sacredness
and reverence…

Susanna

This story is included in the Holy Book of Daniel and cen-
ters on a beautiful married woman.  Two elders told Susan-
na that unless she commits adultery with them they would 
publicly tell others that she had done so with a young man.  
“…The two elders, full of their wicked plot to have Su-
sanna put to death.”  (Susanna 28)  

“Quizzes on the Holy Bible”
written by His Holiness Pope Shenouda III…

Test Your Knowledge of Biblical  Women
 
1. Give the names of the women who served or who met the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Which of the women stood at the foot of His Holy Cross?

3. Whose house became the first Church?

4. Which woman anointed the Lords’ feet with an expensive perfume of pure nard?

5. Whom did the Lord Jesus Christ weep when He saw her weeping?

6. Who asked that her sons sit one on the right and one on the left of the Lord Jesus Christ?

7. Whose husband was the steward of Herod?

8. From which woman did the Lord cast out seven devils?

9. Give the names of four prophetesses in the Holy Bible, and tell where each of them is mentioned.

10.  Give the names of one saintly queen and one evil queen in the Old Testament and give the reference.
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She refused and the deceitful elders did what they threat-
ened to do.  Susanna was sentenced to death for commit-
ting adultery with a fictitious young man.  She prayed to 
God for help and Daniel presented himself asking each 
elder to identify the type of tree under which the deed 
took place.  Answers differed and the elders were sen-
tenced to death.

Held today with equal sacredness
and reverence…

Bel and

the Dragon

Concluding the Holy Book of Daniel, the Prophet Daniel 
proves that Bel, the god of the Babylonians was not a “liv-
ing” god who could eat and drink by scattering ashes on 
the temple floor and the next day showing King Cyrus the 
footprints of the priests who had entered through a hidden 
passage and eaten the food left for Bel.  

Daniel also destroyed the “great dragon” worshiped by 
the Babylonians by feeding it cakes of fat, tar, and hair.  

When finishing this meal the dragon burst.  “…The King 
has become a Jew; He has destroyed Bel, and killed the 
dragon…”  (Bel and the Dragon 28)  It was at this spe-
cific point in time that the Babylonians insisted Daniel 
be handed to them by the king and they promptly threw 
Daniel into the lion’s den.

Held today with equal sacredness
and reverence…

Additions

to Esther

Includes additional passages related to the visions and 
prayers of Esther and Mordecai proclaiming God’s active 
role in the Jew’s deliverance.

Held today with equal sacredness
and reverence…

Esdras (Ezra) 

1 & 2

Esdras 1 draws its background from the Holy Book of 
Ezra.  A debate is found within this writing which occurred 
among Persian guardsmen as to what was the most power-
ful force upon the earth.  Among the answers were wine, 
the king, women, and truth.  Truth was decided upon.

Daniel and the Lion’s Den

2)  God wanted to teach Israel that His Power could work 
through anyone He selected.

3)  Women should not be viewed as culturally inferior, 
God does not create inferiority.

4)  In a strongly patriarchal society while men are leaders 
of the family and community at large, women were also 
leaders within their family structure during Old Testament 
times largely unrecognized due to their humbleness and 
restraint.

5)  Women’s contributions to the family were equal to those 
of a man’s contributions to the family but deeply embed-
ded into a patriarchal society existed set gender standards 
for living which assist society to function.  This is not a 
bad thing because society during this era was in great need 
of order and control.  Also gender role function assisted 

to increase a woman’s virtuousness as written in Proverbs 
31a woman’s duties are endless, necessary, and absolutely 
essential for the survival and well being of her family and 
virtue is her reward for shadowed diligence:

“She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can 
laugh at the days to come, she speaks with wis-
dom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.  She 
watches over the affairs of her household and does 
not eat the bread of idleness.  Her children arise and 
call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises 
her:  Many women do noble things, but you surpass 
them all.  Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 
but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised…
”(Proverbs 31: 25-30)

Glory be to God forever.
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