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Answers to
HH Pope Shenouda’s 
Quiz on Women:

1. Among the most famous women who knew the Lord and met Him were:  first, of course, the Virgin Mary:  then Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the wife of Clopas, and the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee.

2. The women who stood at the foot of His Cross were:  St. Mary His mother, her sister the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene (John 19:25).

3. The woman whose house became the first Church was Mary the mother of John surnamed Mark (the mother of St. 
Mark, the apostle).

4. The one who poured an expensive perfume of pure nard on the Lord Jesus Christ’s feet was Mary, the sister of Martha 
and Lazarus (John 12: 2, 3).

5. The Lord Jesus Christ wept when He saw Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, weeping (John 11: 31-35).

6. The woman who asked that her sons sit, one on the right side and one on the left side of the Lord, is the mother of 
the sons of Zebedee, James and John (Matthew 20: 20, 21).

7. The wife of the steward of Herod was Joanna, the wife of Chuza (Luke 8:3).

8. The woman from whom the Lord cast out seven devils was Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9) (Luke 8:2).

9. The names of the four prophetesses are:  Miriam, the sister of Moses (Exodus 15:20), Deborah (Judges 4:4), Huldah 
(II Kings 22: 14) (II Chronicles 34:22), and Anna (Luke 2: 36).
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portation.  It is calling to inquire if they need anything while 
away at college.  It is the giving of the message, “I care.”  It 
is living the lessons the servant themselves taught and were 
taught.

Stop and ask yourself is your service to God full of this love 
or is it as barren and dry as the desert?  Do I feel that I display 
caring to those whom I serve as I wished my servant to care 
about me?

Do I actually need to care about my servant or need those 
whom I serve to care about me especially outside the church 
building or environment?  Many believe their time is their 
time but it has been quoted an infinite number of times, “Two 
are better than one, because they have a good reward for 
their labor.  For if they fall, one will lift up his companion.  
But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no 
one to help him up…Though one may be overpowered by 
another, two can withstand him.  And a three fold cord is 
not quickly broken.”  (Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12)  Have you exam-
ined this Holy Scripture from another’s side of the Scripture 
rather than the meaning it may have for you alone?

Can it be said of the servant providing a service, “I look up to 
my servant, my servant is a guiding star, taught me the hymn 
on my lips, is a candle burning brightly, provides a listening 
ear or is concerned about my spiritual welfare?”  Can it be 
said uprightly that those a servant serves, prayers have a 
spiritual nature very much like the servant’s, deacons very 
much like their priest, priests very much like their bishops?

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one an-
other.  Just as I have loved you, you should also love one 
another.”  (John 13:34)

In summary, many make up the household of faith but there 
is only one home that has stood for two thousand years.  Al-
though you may grow up, the love of the church and its ser-
vice will always claim you as its own.  Just as the sun is the 
servant of the earth, its heat allows the earth to be productive 
and grow many good things.  A servant should see the same 
in their service.  In turn like the trees and flowers, abundant 
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fruits and seeds are formed.  This spirit of service in turn 
leads us to the Eternal Spirit that is truly fruitful bearing 
the fullness of beauty and love.

Let us all pray that where we are, there is love of service 
to God.  love exhibited by a fruitful sweetness that can 
only be tasted through affection, kindness, sensitivity, 
support, and can best be harvested when no one else is 
looking-- a service of giving of ourselves.  

Let us all give thanks that time, life, history, and the world 
cannot break the teachings and care of love itself and its right 
hand of associated service to God.  May we all put our 
hearts into His Love and His Loving service
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10.  The saintly queen was Queen Esther (the Holy Book of Esther) and the evil queen was 
Jezebel (I Kings 21).

11.  Four women who entered the Ark:  Noah’s wife, and the wives of his three sons (Genesis 7:7).

12.  Elkanah had two wives, Hannah, Samuel’s mother and Peninnah (I Samuel 1: 2).

13.  The first woman whom David married was Michal, Saul’s daughter (I Samuel 18: 20-27) and her 
punishment for despising her husband David, was to be barren (II Samuel 26:59).

14.  Jezebel was the wife who was both very intelligent and very evil and she caused her husband, Ahab, to per-
ish (I Kings 19, 21).

15.  The wives who were barren and to whom the Lord granted childrenwere:  Sarah (Genesis 19), Rachel 
(Genesis 30: 1, 22), Hannah, Samuel’s mother (I Samuel 1), and Elizabeth, Zechariah’s wife (Luke 1).

16.  It was forbidden to marry foreign women in the Holy Book of Exodus chapter 34; the Holy Book of 
Proverbs 5: 3, 29;  the Holy Book of Nehemiah 10: 73; and the Holy Book of Ezra 29: 12).

17.  The foreign wives of King Solomon caused him to be lost (I Kings 	11).

18.  The sons of God, sons of Seth married the daughters of men (the 	 descendants of Cain) (Genesis 2:6) 
from before the flood and theresult was the anger of God and the flood.

19.  Abraham married Sarah, Hager, and Keturah.  The one who had 	 the most children was Keturah 
(Genesis 25: 1, 2) who bore him six sons. The Lord told him, “Listen to whatever Sarah tells you”
(Genesis 21: 12).
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