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servant of mankind, mighty, conqueror of the devil, 
miracle maker. The Lord Jesus Christ defeated Satan 
by His Holy Cross and love, and thereby granting us 
a path of salvation.
 
6) What was its PURPOSE?

a. he wrote the Holy Gospel to introduce the Lord 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles as being the Son 
of God who became the Son of Man and who 
overcame the evil powers of the world (1:11, 
5:7, 14:61,62, 8:83)

b. he focused in his Holy Gospel on the miracu-
lous deeds of the Lord Jesus Christ as proof of 
His Divinity, which is why he didn’t elaborate 
that much on the Lord Jesus Christ’s teachings 
(he only mentioned 5 parables and only one 
discourse in Ch.13)

c. for the same reason, several times its noted that 
he refers to the teachings of the Lord Jesus 
Christ without actually recording them (1:21-
2, 1:39, 2:13, 10;1, 12:35)

d. he let the Lord Jesus Christ’s acts speak by 
themselves about the power of His Divinity 
(1:11, 1:34, 5:7, 9:3, 9:7) 

7) What were its CHARACTERISTICS?
a. Structure: There are two distinct divisions: 1) 

The Lord Jesus Christ’s ministry in Galilee 
(Ch.1-9) 2) The Passion Week in Jerusalem 
(Ch.11-16). He uses Chapter10 to connect the 
2 parts by recording several incidents that hap-
pened in between. As it can be seen, the events 
during the last week of the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
life are recorded in 1/3rd of this Holy Gospel. 

b. Substance: Although it’s the shortest of the 4 
Holy Gospels, St. Mark narrates the substance 
of the Holy Gospel in great detail. He offers 
his version of the Lord Jesus Christ’s life in a 
graphic, chronological, and swift way. Though 

he didn’t mention five of the miracles record-
ed by St. Matthew, and twelve by St. Luke, he 
added nine not mentioned by them.  

c. Style: St. Mark always intended to portray 
the events in a very colorful, graphic, meticu-
lous, and living way. Though his style appears 
simple and spontaneous, it’s very vivid and 
bright. He sometimes used repetition to col-
laborate the details of his narration (Ch.1:23, 
13:1, 13:53, 14:68). He was also keen to elab-
orate on details regarding: Names (2:14,3:6), 
Places (4:1,7:31), Numbers (5:13,6:7), Colors 
(6:39,9:3), Thoughts (2:3-11), and Feelings 
and Emotions (of the disciples-10:24,32 and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ-1:24,2:5,8:12,7:34,1
0:14,10:21)  

d. Language (wording): 
-He tends to use certain Greek words, like 
the one which means: much or many and 
immediately (at once/then)
-He prefers to use the present and the past 
continuous tense more than the past tense
-He uses some words which are not men-
tioned anywhere in the other books of the 
New Testament including ones still used in 
the common Greek language

8) Is it AUTHENTIC and CANNONIC?
It is a well-accepted fact, supported by external and 
internal testimony that St. Mark is the author of the 
second Holy Gospel, but there were some doubts 
and disputes about his sources due to some mis-
understanding or misinterpretation of some of the 
sayings of the early church fathers. All these claims 
however are fable, irrelevant, and personally moti-
vated, and are discussed and refuted in detail in H.H. 
Pope Shenouda’s book written about St. Mark.  
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“...do the work of an 
evangelist...” 
(2 Timothy 5:4)
 The 8th annual Evangelism 
Conference took place on 
June 30th- July 2nd 2006. 
This spiritual event took 
place at the St. Mary and 
St. Moses Abbey in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. The main 
theme in which all the dis-
cussions were based around 
was “The Holy Spirit and Evangelism” and exactly what 
the Holy Spirit has to do with evangelism. The 8th annual 
conference answered these topics with utmost thanks to His 
Grace Bishop Youssef, His Grace Bishop Bolos, as well as 
the priests present there. 

The attendees of this Evangelism Conference were blessed 
to experience evening Vespers and spicing the relics of St. 
Moses at the abbey. On Friday June 30th the guests at the ab-
bey received the blessing of observing a brother of the abbey 
be ordained a monk. This special service was an interesting 
one for the guests to observe for this event only takes place 
in a monastery and is not common for visitors to see. 

His Grace Bishop Bolos gave an informative lecture on 
“The Power of the Holy Spirit and Evangelism” and how by 
the power of the Holy Spirit we can truly evangelize and by 
only when the Holy Spirit talks through someone can that 
person be moved. The Holy Book of Acts 1:8 was a verse 
used within these lectures to explain many points brought up 
about the Holy Spirit in connection to evangelism. 

Midnight Praises and Prayers was a service that took place 
at 4:00am- 6:00am. When asked of a monk why Midnight 
Praises are prayed from 4am to 6am, He responded because 
from 4am-6am is the time a person is in his/hers deepest 
sleep, therefore they give this time up for God. 

Following Divine Liturgy many of the attendees took their 

rest time in order for day 
ahead. “Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit” was another inter-
esting lecture given by His 
Grace Bishop Bolos fol-
lowed by a lecture about 
“Overcoming obstacles in 
evangelism youth” and an-
other lecture about “How 
to Be filled with the Holy 
Spirit” by Fr. Silas Spear. 

His Grace Bishop Youssef also took part in this Evangelism 
Conference by giving a Holy Bible Study on “Sins against 
the Holy Spirit”. 

As one can tell, the Evangelism Conference served a pur-
pose in enlightening the attendees mind with the Word of 
God as well as teaching us how to evangelize in a way that 
people will understand and be moved when we speak about 
our faith, Coptic Orthodox. 

In summary, by having the Evangelism Conference in the 
monastery we also were fortunate enough to receive the 
blessings of observing the spicing of St. Moses ‘s relics, 
chanting midnight praises and prayers, and attending the 
Holy Divine Liturgy with the monks and the brothers.   All 
of these aspects were a rewarding experience to the 8th an-
nual Evangelism Conference. 

His Grace Bishop Bolos also asked the visitors to use what 
they learned in this Evangelism Conference and apply it to 
their life as a volunteer for evangelism projects in Kenya for 
His Grace needs as many volunteers as possible. 

In the 8th Annual Evangelism Conference we learned many 
aspects of Evangelism and its connection to The Holy Spirit 
and definitely enjoyed a wonderful and spiritual experience 
at the blessed St. Mary and St. Moses Abbey. 

I would like to encourage everyone to attend the Evangelism 

2006 Southern Diocese Evangelism Conference

The 8th Annual Evangelism Convention

“Holy Spirit & Evangelism”
 Written by:  Cherini Ghobrial, St. Mary, Atlanta GA
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