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Many important events, such as the Last Supper 
and Pentecost, took place in St. Mark’s house. He 
went to Egypt in 61 A.D. where he instituted the 
Church of Alexandra. 

After the martyrdom of St. Paul and St. Peter in 67 
A.D., he went back to serve in Egypt where he was 
martyred in April of 68 A.D.

2) TO WHOM was the Holy Gospel written?
It was originally written to the Roman world. The 
Romans were men of power and were very proud of 
human might and prowess. Having ruling authority, 
the Romans believed solely in power and violence, 
as an indication of life and maturity. Its not surpris-
ing then when we see the Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
Holy Gospel of St. Mark, depicted as the conqueror 
of evil and sin, the miracle wonder maker, and the 
powerful refuge of humanity in need. If the Ro-
mans were occupied by their empire that covered 
the entire known world at the time, St. Mark’s Holy 
Gospel attracted them to a different kind of king-
dom that depends on the power of the Spirit and 
Divine work, and not on arrogant 

human hands.

Proof that he was writing to the Romans lay through-
out the Holy Gospel: 

i. he used to translate the Aramaic words in
 his Holy Gospel (Ch.3:17, 5:41, 7:11, 7:34,
 15:22, 15:34)
ii. he did not translate the Latin words he
 used (Ch.6:37, 12:15, 15:39,44,45; 
 he usually used Latin terms in its 
 Greek forms)
iii. he explained the Jewish traditions 
 (Ch. 7:2-4, 14:12, 15:6), places (the Jordan
 River -1:5, the Mount of Olives -11:1, 13:3),
 denominations (7:26), & currency (12:42)
iv. he quoted much less than St. Matthew and
  St. Luke from the Old Testament. (that the
  Romans wouldn’t have been familiar with)

3) What DATE was it written?
There is a consensus among the Biblical scholars that 
this Holy Gospel is the oldest among the 4 Gospels, 
only preceded by the Greek version of that of St. Mat-
thew. They also believe that St. Matthew and St. Luke 
were well acquainted with the Holy Gospel of St. 
Mark & used it as a source & reference to their Holy 
Gospels. The date has been estimated to be around 60 
or 61 A.D.

4) In what PLACE was it written?
In his book, The History of the Church, Eusebius of 
Caesarea recorded that he believed it to have been 
written in Rome; this opinion being supported by nu-
merous internal evidences within the Holy Gospel it-
self.

5) What were some of its MAJOR THEMES:
The first living creature that is like a lion symbolizes 
the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark and it begins 
with “the voice of one crying in the wilder-

ness” (1:3). It refers to the Lord Je-
sus Christ, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah (Rev. 5:5), to His effective 
ministry, and to His kingly might 
and authority. He is portrayed as the 
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Assumption of St. Mary
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The Four Gospels:

The New Testament contains 
the four Holy Gospels accord-
ing to St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
St. Luke and St. John. Gospel 
means the “good news” or the 
“good tidings”. These four 
Holy Gospels are not mere 
historical books, but rather a 
foursome true and complete 
picture of the person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His 
ministry, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. 

It was said that “a statue is 
better than a picture for it can 
be viewed from all angles; the 
same is for the foursome pic-
ture of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
witnessed by four Evangelists, that enable the view-
er to enjoy its beauty from all points of view.” Again, 
it was said, “the person of the Lord Christ is like 
a vast ocean, and the four Gospels are likened to 
floodlights shining over this unique person.” 

The church moreover relates the four Holy Gospels 
to the four living creatures that Ezekiel saw in his 
revelation (Ezek. 1:1), to four main covenants be-

tween God and man, and St. 
Iraneus called it “the one Gos-
pel with the four faces”.

Studying the 
Four Holy Gospels:
 In order to fully study the 
four Holy Gospels, one must 
determine the following: its 
author, race of the believers 
it was written to, the date and 
place of composition of the 
Holy Book, its major themes, 
the purpose and the goal of 
writing it, its characteristics, 
and finally its authenticity and 
canonicity. These aspects will 
be analyzed one by one.  
 
1) WHO wrote it?
John (Hebrew name) called 

Mark (Latin surname), according to our Coptic 
Church’s tradition, was one of the 70 apostles. He 
was the son of Aristobulus and one of the Mary’s, a 
relative of both Apostles Peter and Barnabas, born 
into a rich family and very well educated (religious-
ly & secularly). 

He accompanied St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. Barnabas 
on their evangelizing trips. 

The Holy Gospel of

St. Mark
“Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden,

and from there it parted and became four riverheads.” (Genesis 2:10)
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Could Your Church Follow 
this Inspiring Example?

Here are some selected photos of our St. Mary’s Procession held on the feast day celebrated in honor 
of St. Mary’s Assumption for the last 3 years.  This past year, the 3rd year we were blessed with the 
blessing of His Grace Anba Boulos who walked in the procession with us. We distributed about 90 
packages to neighbors on our route including Holy Bibles and brochures from the Holy Bible Society 
and our Coptic Church.  --Talaat Atalla, St. Mary Church, Montreal, Canada. 
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