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Peace has a special Biblical connotation.  It is 
often called the first fruit of faith.  “Therefore, 
having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Romans 5:1).  The Lord Jesus Christ is con-
sidered the “Prince of Peace.”  Being the truest 
source of peace known to man today, the Son 
of God, found no price great enough for peace 
and shed His own blood for its sake, “Having 
made peace through the blood of His cross” 
(Colossians 1:20).

Peace is considered one of God’s greatest gifts 
to us in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
to keep Him ever present in thought, the word 
peace was to become the Jewish word of cus-
tom to address both a greeting and a good-bye 
so important was the word for God’s presence 
in everyday life.  Today, we continue to recite 
in the Divine Liturgy, “Peace be with all,” be-
fore the Prayer of Reconciliation and follow-
ing the Orthodox Creed.

The Lord Jesus Christ often spoke of perfect 
peace reconciling humanity with God and 
not being afraid.  “Peace I leave you with; My 
peace I give to you.  I do not give you as the 
world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid” (John 14: 27).  
This the Lord Jesus Christ spoke to His dis-
ciples concerning His eventual sequence of 
death including His Resurrection, Ascension 
into Heaven, and the Pentecost sending of 
the Holy Spirit.  It further implies that peace 
is more than an earthly gift left behind, but a 
spiritual gift and an inheritance to the faithful.  

This “Peace be to you” message was to fill the 
disciples hearts with such great peace, with such 
great joy, and such great comfort to go out and 
spread such Great News that it would continue to 
impact our lives some two thousand years later.  

Peace was not only the message at the end of the 
Lord Jesus Christ’s earthly life but it was the mes-
sage present from its very inception.  The Archan-
gel Gabriel said to St. Mary upon her destiny to 
be the mother of the Lord Jesus Christ, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God.”  To further ensure peace an Angel of the 
Lord said unto St. Joseph, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Spirit” (Matthew 1: 20).  Both, St. Mary and St. 
Joseph (through his willing faith inspired adop-
tion) were to receive THE gift of peace.  

The angels announcing to the lowly shepherds 
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which will be to all people...” 
(Luke 2:10). This was indeed THE night of peace, 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This verse was 
to be followed with “Glory to God in the High-
est, and on earth, peace” (Luke 2:14). When did 
peace come to earth except when the Lord Jesus 
Christ the Son of God was born and brought His 
goodness and goodwill to all men?  

The Lord Jesus Christ spoke these words to the 
disciples following His Glorious Resurrection, 
“Why are you troubled?  And why do doubts arise 
in your hearts?”  (Luke 24: 38) again reinforcing 
with peace there is no need to be afraid, no need 
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meeting that I attended. Ayaad was known as a truly 
spiritual person. His words always inspired our hearts 
with the love of our Lord. The servants’ tears were 
great witness to the burning-flames of love for the 
lost sheep in his heart.   
 
One day Ayaad told us this story: “A Sunday school 
servant saw a person entering the church one day, 
whom he had not seen before in the church.  He hur-
ried to him and welcomed him warmly. The person 
looked at the servant in amazement and asked him 
if he knew him.  The servant answered, ‘yes, my be-
loved I have been praying for this moment for twenty 
years.’  These were Ayaad’ last words before his eyes 
were full of tears, and he sat down. His words touched 
our hearts deeply that day because he was speaking 
from the bottom of his heart.
 
Dear friend, we need to learn how to be concerned 
about the salvation of others, as we are concerned re-
garding our own salvation.  Imagine on the Last Day, 
you find out that your name is not written in the Book 
of Life?  Think about it.  Would you like this to hap-
pen to you? If not, then we should help others to have 
their names written in the Book of Life through our 
evangelism endeavors. We need to have the love of 
the Lord for the lost sheep in our hearts and work in 
evangelism as mightily as we can.

Second: This is the foundation and premise be-
hind the first church’s success.

1 Historians estimated that the early church was 
growing at an annual rate of 40 %.  This is why Chris-
tianity reached most of the civilized or known world 
at that era in such a short time span.

2. The Holy Spirit was working strongly because 
people, like you and I, were ready to follow the Lord 
no matter what the price was, including death.

3. Christians truly believed that their lives were not 
theirs any more, but rather the life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in them. They no longer lived for themselves 
but for the Lord, who died for them on the holy Cross 
and was raised from death on the third day.  Can you 
and I compare our faith and our love to theirs?    

I would be the first to confess my weak faith. But 
let us courageously confess these sins, and ask God 
to help us not to live for ourselves anymore. Let our 
work in evangelism and our love for our worldly 
brothers and sisters erase these years of ignorance 
of the value of the grace of God!  God needs people 
who put Him first in their lives, because He is their 
life.   

Away from God, we have no life, something all of us 
have experienced repeatedly, but can overcome with 
faithfulness and His abundant mercy.  Isn’t it time to 
surrender our will and our lives to God, and choose 
life instead of spiritual death?

4. When it comes to evangelism, there is no more 
joyful news than what you read in H.G. Bishop 
Antonious Markos’s book “Acts of the Apostles”, 
whom I often refer to as “the Father of Evangelism 
in the Coptic Church in the twentieth century”.  In 
His Grace’s book, he has devoted an entire chapter 
to explain this point alone (Chapter IX).  I urge you 
to acquire and read this chapter to comprehend and 
understand the well-spring and effect of evangelism 
in the early church, the church of the Apostles.
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for doubting 
or for troubled 
hearts.  Peace en-
lightens our joy and 
happiness.  There is no 
abounding negativity 
with peace.  Only peace-
fulness brings us nearer 
to the Lord our God.

So rigidly did the early 
church hold fast to the 
concept of peace that 
should one not choose 
to abide in peace they 
could be rejected from 
the church!  This is 
shown in documented 
endeavors of many early 
Christian writers, most 
notably in the Apostolic 
Tradition.  An example 
of this can be found with 
the church at the close 
of the second century permitting converted sol-
diers to remain in military service following their 
baptism only provided they did not bear a sword, 
take oaths, or participate in idol worship.  The 
peace of the Lord continued to remain strong in 
the hearts and minds of the Christian early church 
fathers.  

Hippolytus bears witness to this practice in his 
Apostolic Tradition (c. 200) and writes, “A sol-
dier of civil authority must be taught not to kill 

men and to refuse to do 
so if he is commanded 
and to refuse to take an 
oath.  If he is unwilling 
to comply, he must be 
rejected for baptism.  
A military commander 
or civic magistrate 
who wears the purple 
must resign or be re-
jected.  If an applicant 
or a believer seeks to 
become a soldier, he 
must be rejected, for he 
has despised the God of 
peace” (Apostolic Tra-
dition 16).

Tertullian (c. 200) 
wrote, “…How will a 
Christian man partici-
pate in war?  In fact, 
how will he serve even 
in peace with a sword?  
For the Lord has taken 

the sword away.  It is also true that soldiers 
came to John the Baptist and received the in-
structions for their conduct.  It is true also that 
a centurion believed.  Nevertheless, the Lord 
afterward, in disarming Peter, disarmed every 
soldier.”

What is this peace of God and why is it con-
nected most often to deter fear?  Fear is pres-
ent in most faucets of life.  We see homes with 
electronic alarm systems, learn of children with 

“The angels announced to the lowly shepherds 
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all people...” 
(Luke 2:10). This was indeed THE night of 

peace, the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  “Glory 
to God in the Highest, and on earth, peace” 

(Luke 2:14

“St. Matthew (name means “gift of God”) was a tax collector who renouned his position and became
an apostle. He would record the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ and his evangelistic ministry on

earth among his writings in the Holy Gospel of St. Matthew.”
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fore only peacemakers can share in God’s peace, 
share it with others, and participate in the work 
of God’s only begotten Son.  His Son and we as 
peacemakers being His sons become as one with 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Only the peace of God keeps fear in check.  
Only the peace of God assures us all that we are 
not alone regardless of what is happening in the 
world, in our communities, and in our work plac-
es.  Peace gives us the presence of God working 
in our lives, making us confident that whatever 
comes our way it can be taken care of.

Tertullian (c. 207) wrote this about peace and 
the perfect world as the Lord Jesus Christ was 
the perfect Person of peace, “and they will beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks.’  In other words, they will 
change the dispositions of injurious minds, hos-
tile tongues, blasphemy, and all kinds of evil into 
pursuits of moderation and peace.  ‘Nations will 
not lift up swords against nations.’  That is, they 
will not stir up conflict.  ‘Neither will they learn 
war any more’ that is, provocation of hostilities.  
So you should learn from this that Christ was 
not promised to be powerful in war.  Rather, He 
was promised to pursue peace.  Now, you must 
deny either that these things were foretold (al-
though they are plainly seen) or that they have 
been fulfilled (although you read of them).”

 The pursuit of peace be to all,
 Bishop Youssef,
 Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Diocese 
 of the Southern United States
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their family’s guns at schools; hear constant talk 
of the Iraq War, Israeli bombings, and disrup-
tion of life in Southern Egypt.  People ask, “But 
should we not be cautious and watchful?”  Cer-
tainly, but alarm systems do not deter fear.  Fear 
is not cast out by suicide bombings in the Middle 
East.  Rather wars and rumors of war, gives seed 
to more fear and growing fear becomes the need-
less cause of tyranny and troubles of the day.

It must be said here, that many Biblical schol-
ars today believe, “But I tell you not to resist 
an evil person.  But whoever slaps you on your 
right cheek, turn the other to him also,” means 
not to resist violence with further violence es-
calating the violence.  In essence it means that 
an evil person or one that directs evil to anoth-
er person can only be overcome by goodness.  
Why?  Because it keeps us as individuals incur-
ring the slap, peaceful helping us to maintain our 
goodness, and keeping us free from anger and 
its destructiveness.  It teaches us the preference 
of other fruits of peace such as forbearance be-
ing favored over violent acts.  The teachings set 
forth do not contradict the state’s need and right 
to protect its citizens and to punish criminals.  
Rather, it addresses our actions and responsibili-
ties as individuals.

It reinforces and turns our focus to, “Blessed be 
the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
sons of God” (Matthew 5: 9).  Peace brings us 
as Christian individuals into communion with 
God being called His sons.  Peace brings us into 
harmony with God’s created world.  Peace is in 
essence imitating the Lord Jesus Christ.  There-

There are many reasons why we should reach out 
and evangelize getting involved in missionary work. 
For the sake of brevity, let us divide them into the 
following major reasons:

First: It is the Lord’s commandment.

Second: This is the foundation and premise behind 
the first church’s success.

Third: Ethical reasons in the west.

Fourth: Many people abide in emptiness, leading 
them along the path to condemnation and falling 
into the devil’s trap, and they don’t know what to do 
about it, so they succumb to it.

Fifth:  The spread of other religions and philosophical 
and questionable religious thought in the west, such 
as Far East Religions, cults, Islam, and Atheism.

Sixth:  Many churches today have lost their connec-
tion to the historical “One Apostolic” church, which 
has resulted in churches with “spiritual void.”

I will elaborate in this article on the first two reasons…

First: It is the Lord’s Commandment

1. Often, people are remembered by the last words 
they utter before they leave the earthly life.  As for 
our Lord Jesus Christ, His last Words on earth, as it 
is documented in the Holy Gospel of St. Matthew: 
28:19-20 were: “Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And sure-
ly I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Reasons to Evangelize
Evangelism Committee Chairman

Victor Beshir, St. George, Tampa, FL

2. There are many other direct verses that urge us to 
do evangelistic work. I would encourage you to read 
the reference book An Introduction to the Theology 
of Mission, written by H.G. Bishop Antonius Markos 
for additional verses as well as study.

3. The spirit and the essence of the New Testament 
is that “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him 
may not be perish but may have eternal life”, (John 
3:16).  So, God’s heart is in the salvation of everyone.  
He emotionally and physically gave the highest price 
anyone could pay, His life on the holy Cross, after a 
horrible and painful death.  He is looking for us to 
spread the Good News of salvation.  Notice the words 
“so everyone who believes”.  He did not talk about 
multitudes of people, but His love and desire is in the 
salvation of everyone.

4. The same intense burning desire of the Lord to save 
each individual is noted in the Holy Gospel of St. 
Luke 15, where He speaks about three parables: ‘The 
Lost Sheep,’  ‘The Lost Coin,’ and ‘The Lost Son.’  
In each parable, we can observe where God’s heart 
is.  How many of you come in contact each day with 
those who are lost from God?  It is the Lord’s desire 
to find someone like you and me to carry out the Holy 
Gospel’s joyful message, the Word of Life, and the 
light of salvation to those who may be lost ones.

5. Take a look at this striking verse, “There would 
be more joy in Heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need 
no repentance.”  Think about how much joy you 
could give to Heaven over the course of your life if 
you serve God as an evangelizer!

6. Over 25 years ago, an old learned and wise servant, 
named Ayaad, lectured in the Sunday School servants 
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