
Southern Diocese Recommended Book Versions:
Recommended Old Testament:

Septuagint
Recommended New Testament:

New King James Version
Recommended Protestant Omitted Books:

Septuagint
Recommended Study Holy Bible:

Ancient Christian Commentary http://www.ivpress.com/accs/
Recommended Divine Liturgy Book:

Diocese of LA and Southern Diocese
Recommended Holy Psalmody:

St. Mary & St. Anthony Church, Queens
Recommended Kiahk Praises:

http://www.stgeorgejc.org/new_page_15.htm
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PLACES OF ST.  PAUL’S EVANGELISM
ANTIOCVH
ASSOS
ATHENS
ATTALIA
BEREA
CAESAREA
CAUDA
CHIOS
CILICIA
CNIDUS
COOS
CORINTH
CRETE
CYPRUS
DAMASCUS
DERBE
EPHESUS
FAIR HAVENS
GALATIA
GREECE
ICONIUM
JERUSALEM
LASEA
LYSTRA
MACEDONIA
MILETUS

MITYLENE
MYRA
MYSIA
NEAPOLIS
PAPHOS
PATARA
PERGA
PHILIPPI
PHRYGIA
PTOLEMAIS
PUTEOLI
RHEGIUM
RHODES
ROME
SALAMIS
SAMOS
SAMOTHRACIA
SELEUCIA
SIDON
SYRACUSE
SYRIA
TARSUS
THESSALONICA
TROAS
TROGYLLIUM
TYRE

Addressing the Concerns and Needs
of Visitors

1-The first impression, usually the first 
few minutes, is incredibly essential to 
the visitor.  He/she can determine a lot 
about the church in a short period of 
time, which is the reasoning behind hav-
ing a clean, organized, and quiet church 
for anyone to enter.

2-How can I let the visitor feel our church 
is a very spiritual church?  Sometimes 
we overlook this aspect of the service, 
when it is really something that a visitor 
is looking for.  A good example of letting 
them know about our uniqueness and 
great spirituality would be to say, “Our 
worship service comes from the first 
centuries of Christianity and was insti-
tuted by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  
It may not be familiar to you, but it is a 
very spiritual service.”  We should also 
provide the visitor with a pamphlet tell-
ing about the “Spirituality of the Chris-
tian Orthodox Church.”   It is a good idea 
to say it this way because many people 
feel “Orthodox” refers to a Jewish faith 
or it is not a part of Christianity.  We also 
need to provide them with a Divine Lit-
urgy book and let them know that the 
screen overhead is for them to use and 
follow along with.  Finally, we offer the 
option of having someone to sit with 
them during the Divine Liturgy to help 
them.  All these steps kindly taken will 
make the visitor feel comfortable and 
wanted.  

3- We want to make sure that we in-
troduce ourselves immediately.  It is a 
great idea to give them your name and 
welcome them on behalf of the Chris-
tian Coptic Orthodox Church and on 
behalf of our congregation and priests.  
Say something like: ‘My name is ----.  
On behalf of the congregation and the 
priest(s) of the church, I welcome you 
to the St. ----church.’  By doing so, you 
have extended your own personal wel-
come, a welcome on behalf of the entire 
church, and a personal welcome on be-
half of the priest(s) as well. 
 
4- After the introduction, it would be 
a good time to mention that there is an 
“information card” in the pamphlet for 
them to fill out, in order for the priest 
to personally welcome him/her to the 
church or give them a card to fill out 
and tell them this is in order to wel-
come them at the end of the service by 
the priest.   It is important to get them to 
fill out the visitor’s card, so the church 
can contact them later on.  This card will 
have basic information, such as name, 
phone number, address, e-mail, etc.  It 
is very important that we do not make 
them feel pressured in giving us their 
personal information.
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