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obedience and whatever you tell them they will do be-
cause their heart has been touched by what you said, so it 
is  no wonder that the first consecration of the life started  
with the consecration of the heart.

As written in the Holy Book of Acts 16:14:  “Now a 
certain woman named Lydia heard us.  She was a seller 
of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. 
The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by 
Paul.”  So there are many things that can make our heart 
be opened and dedicated to the Lord.

Is it the Lord, which opens the heart as the case of Lydia? 
		  OR
Is it the word of St. Peter and the Holy Spirit which 
opens the heart of the people to come and say what shall 
we do?
		  OR
The Spirit of God does that as St.Paul put it in II Cor-
inthians 1:22 “Who also has sealed us and given us the 
spirit in our heart as a deposit.”
		  AND
In the Holy Book of II Corinthians 4: 6 we read, “For 
it is the God who commanded light to shine out of dark-
ness who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.”

There are so many people in darkness in these 

worldly days.

Darkness
	 Darkness of the flesh
	 Darkness of lust
	 Darkness materially
	 Darkness of the corruption in the world

But within this darkness the Lord shines 
(II Corinthians 4:6).
		
For an individual  who has a very listening and very sen-
sitive heart  which is listening to the call of God they  are 
the ones if God speaks in their heart can start dedicat-
ing their life to God and their heart that is dedicated will 
move into dedicated life and the fruits of such dedication 
of the heart will lead to dedication of life will do marvel-
ous things.

Nehemiah

Should we think about him? He was such a good ex-
ample of a person who is not at all a servant to God, but 
he had a sensitive heart. He was faithful to Israel and 
Jerusalem and the House of God.  Nehemiah was doing 
very well in the palace of the king because of his station 
as the cupbearer of the king.  

But his heart was in Jerusalem and he was very sensi-

Isaiah the Prophet

The Lord Jesus Christ 
sitting on His Throne.  
Church of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. 
Al Damshiriah. 

Old Cairo. 
Note the one finger

probably representative 
of the unity of the

natures of the Lord.
(defense of St. Dioscorius)
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Evangelism:

A Dedication of the Heart
 

(Based upon a lecture given by His Grace Bishop Antonius Markos, Bishop of African Affairs,
at the SUS Evangelism Conference)

“The number of the 
disciples kept growing… 
(Acts 6:1)”

…On the day of Pentecost 
when St. Peter started to 
speak and we examine his 
speech after the dwelling 
of the Holy Spirit upon 
him, upon the apostles and 
the disciples, we can see 
what St. Peter said more or 
less was a history regard-
ing the Israelite Nation and 
how God dealt with them 
according to His great 
mercies and concerning 
their evangelism…   

“But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice 
and said to them, ‘Men of Judea and all who dwell in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words.  
For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is 
only the third hour of the day.  

But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel…   And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, says God that I 
will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy; your young men shall 
see visions; your old men shall dream dreams.  And on 
My menservants and on my maidservants I will pour out 
My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy.  I will 
show wonders in Heaven above and signs on earth be-
neath; blood and fire and vapor of smoke.  The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before 
the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord.  
And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.  

Men of Israel hear these words:  Jesus of Nazareth, a 
Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and 
signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you 

yourselves also know—
Him, being delivered by 
the determined purpose 
and foreknowledge of God, 
you have taken by lawless 
hands, have crucified, and 
put to death; whom God 
raised up, having loosed 
the pains of death, because 
it was not possible that He 
should be held by it.  

For David the psalmist 
says concerning Him, “I 
foresaw the Lord always 
for He is at my right hand, 
that I may not be shaken.  

Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; 
moreover my flesh also will rest in hope.  For You will not 
leave my soul in Hades, nor will you allow Your Holy One 
to see corruption.  You have made known to me the ways 
of life.  You will make me full of joy in Your presence….  

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that 
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 
and Christ.’  Now when they heard this, they were cut to 
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the Apostles, 
‘What shall we do?’  

Peter said to them, ‘Repent and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For 
the promise is to you and to your children and to all who 
are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.’  And 
with many other words he testified and exhorted them 
saying ‘Be saved from this perverse generation.”  (Acts 
2: 14-40)  

When the heart is touched by the Word of God, the per-
son will come in true submission, and 3000 came forward 
and asked St. Peter what we shall do brother.

It is a total submission, and it is a total willingness for 

Rev. Ishmael Noko (left) and HG Bishop Antonius Markos (right)

Saint Dioscorus is an important 
figure in the history of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church.  
The 25th Pope of Alex-
andria, Saint Dioscorus 
spurred a string of events 
that eventually led to the di-
vision between the churches 
of the East and the West in 
1054 AD.  During the reign of 
Emperor Marcianus, the Council 
of Chalcedon was summoned.  
When Dioscorus witnessed Leo, 
the Archbishop of Rome, teaching that the Lord Jesus 
Christ had “two natures and two wills” at the confer-
ence, he spoke to refute this belief.  

Quoting Pope Cyril, he espoused the belief that “the 
union of the word of God with the flesh is like the 
union of the spirit with the body,” meaning that “even 
if they are of two different natures, by unity they be-
came one.”  He continued, “Our Lord Jesus Christ is 
one Messiah, one Nature, and one Will.”

None of those that were there dared contradict him, 
but they informed Emperor Marcianus that no one 
disobeyed his commands concerning the faith except 
for Dioscorus.  The emperor summoned him along 
with some of the senior bishops of the council in or-
der to debate the topic, but Saint Dioscorus would not 
deviate from his Orthodox belief.  Because of his in-
subordination and defiance of the king, he was exiled 
to the island of Gagra, and the Council of Chalce-
don resumed.  When Saint Dioscorus arrived at the 
island, the Nestorian bishop and the people of the area 

greeted him with contempt 
and disdain.  Nevertheless, 
God performed through the 
hands of Saint Dioscorus 
so that they all obeyed him 
and magnified him.

Saint Dioscorus continued 
his life on the island until his 

departure, however his legacy 
continues until this day.  The 
Orthodox Church established 
its independence, ensuing Saint 

Dioscorus’ viewpoint that the Emperor and his be-
liefs “have nothing to do with the church.”  This is a 
true story, moreover, that lives on as a source of con-
fidence and strength.  It sends the message that we, 
as Christians, with the help of God, can accomplish 
any feat and take on any battle.  Just as Saint Dios-
corus stood up against the emperor, and the world, 
because he knew that what they were preaching de-
viated from the words of the Hoy Bible, we can stand 
up against what we know is wrong and not according 
to God’s will.

Saint Dioscorus, our 25th pope, departed this earthly 
existence and received the crown of eternal life on 
the seventh day of Tute in the year 451 A.D.  He has 
been considered a great hero of Orthodoxy; preserv-
ing one of the beliefs that is at the core of the faith, 
the unity of the natures of the Lord Jesus Christ.

(His story can be found in the Coptic Synaxarium, 
Volume I)

An urgent mission of protection... 

Saint Dioscorus,
25th Pope of Alexandria

By: Katherine Abdou
St. Philopateer Coptic Orthodox Church, Dallas, TX
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