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The Four Gospels:

The New Testament contains 
the four Holy Gospels accord-
ing to St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
St. Luke and St. John. Gospel 
means the “good news” or the 
“good tidings”. These four 
Holy Gospels are not mere 
historical books, but rather a 
foursome true and complete 
picture of the person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His 
ministry, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. 

It was said that “a statue is 
better than a picture for it can 
be viewed from all angles; the 
same is for the foursome pic-
ture of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
witnessed by four Evangelists, that enable the view-
er to enjoy its beauty from all points of view.” Again, 
it was said, “the person of the Lord Christ is like 
a vast ocean, and the four Gospels are likened to 
floodlights shining over this unique person.” 

The church moreover relates the four Holy Gospels 
to the four living creatures that Ezekiel saw in his 
revelation (Ezek. 1:1), to four main covenants be-

tween God and man, and St. 
Iraneus called it “the one Gos-
pel with the four faces”.

Studying the 
Four Holy Gospels:
	 In order to fully study the 
four Holy Gospels, one must 
determine the following: its 
author, race of the believers 
it was written to, the date and 
place of composition of the 
Holy Book, its major themes, 
the purpose and the goal of 
writing it, its characteristics, 
and finally its authenticity and 
canonicity. These aspects will 
be analyzed one by one.  
	
1) WHO wrote it?
John (Hebrew name) called 

Mark (Latin surname), according to our Coptic 
Church’s tradition, was one of the 70 apostles. He 
was the son of Aristobulus and one of the Mary’s, a 
relative of both Apostles Peter and Barnabas, born 
into a rich family and very well educated (religious-
ly & secularly). 

He accompanied St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. Barnabas 
on their evangelizing trips. 

The Holy Gospel of

St. Mark
“Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden,

and from there it parted and became four riverheads.” (Genesis 2:10)
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Could Your Church Follow 
this Inspiring Example?

Here are some selected photos of our St. Mary’s Procession held on the feast day celebrated in honor 
of St. Mary’s Assumption for the last 3 years.  This past year, the 3rd year we were blessed with the 
blessing of His Grace Anba Boulos who walked in the procession with us. We distributed about 90 
packages to neighbors on our route including Holy Bibles and brochures from the Holy Bible Society 
and our Coptic Church.  --Talaat Atalla, St. Mary Church, Montreal, Canada. 
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Many important events, such as the Last Supper 
and Pentecost, took place in St. Mark’s house. He 
went to Egypt in 61 A.D. where he instituted the 
Church of Alexandra. 

After the martyrdom of St. Paul and St. Peter in 67 
A.D., he went back to serve in Egypt where he was 
martyred in April of 68 A.D.

2) TO WHOM was the Holy Gospel written?
It was originally written to the Roman world. The 
Romans were men of power and were very proud of 
human might and prowess. Having ruling authority, 
the Romans believed solely in power and violence, 
as an indication of life and maturity. Its not surpris-
ing then when we see the Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
Holy Gospel of St. Mark, depicted as the conqueror 
of evil and sin, the miracle wonder maker, and the 
powerful refuge of humanity in need. If the Ro-
mans were occupied by their empire that covered 
the entire known world at the time, St. Mark’s Holy 
Gospel attracted them to a different kind of king-
dom that depends on the power of the Spirit and 
Divine work, and not on arrogant 

human hands.

Proof that he was writing to the Romans lay through-
out the Holy Gospel: 

i.	 he used to translate the Aramaic words in
	 his Holy Gospel (Ch.3:17, 5:41, 7:11, 7:34,
	 15:22, 15:34)
ii.	 he did not translate the Latin words he
	 used (Ch.6:37, 12:15, 15:39,44,45; 
	 he usually used Latin terms in its 
	 Greek forms)
iii. he explained the Jewish traditions 
	 (Ch. 7:2-4, 14:12, 15:6), places (the Jordan
	 River -1:5, the Mount of Olives -11:1, 13:3),
	 denominations (7:26), & currency (12:42)
iv.	 he quoted much less than St. Matthew and
 	 St. Luke from the Old Testament. (that the
 	 Romans wouldn’t have been familiar with)

3) What DATE was it written?
There is a consensus among the Biblical scholars that 
this Holy Gospel is the oldest among the 4 Gospels, 
only preceded by the Greek version of that of St. Mat-
thew. They also believe that St. Matthew and St. Luke 
were well acquainted with the Holy Gospel of St. 
Mark & used it as a source & reference to their Holy 
Gospels. The date has been estimated to be around 60 
or 61 A.D.

4) In what PLACE was it written?
In his book, The History of the Church, Eusebius of 
Caesarea recorded that he believed it to have been 
written in Rome; this opinion being supported by nu-
merous internal evidences within the Holy Gospel it-
self.

5) What were some of its MAJOR THEMES:
The first living creature that is like a lion symbolizes 
the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark and it begins 
with “the voice of one crying in the wilder-

ness” (1:3). It refers to the Lord Je-
sus Christ, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah (Rev. 5:5), to His effective 
ministry, and to His kingly might 
and authority. He is portrayed as the 
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Assumption of St. Mary

mightyarrows.indd   19 11/27/06   1:13:48 PM



20   Mighty Arrows Magazine   January, 2007 

servant of mankind, mighty, conqueror of the devil, 
miracle maker. The Lord Jesus Christ defeated Satan 
by His Holy Cross and love, and thereby granting us 
a path of salvation.
 
6) What was its PURPOSE?

a. he wrote the Holy Gospel to introduce the Lord 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles as being the Son 
of God who became the Son of Man and who 
overcame the evil powers of the world (1:11, 
5:7, 14:61,62, 8:83)

b. he focused in his Holy Gospel on the miracu-
lous deeds of the Lord Jesus Christ as proof of 
His Divinity, which is why he didn’t elaborate 
that much on the Lord Jesus Christ’s teachings 
(he only mentioned 5 parables and only one 
discourse in Ch.13)

c. for the same reason, several times its noted that 
he refers to the teachings of the Lord Jesus 
Christ without actually recording them (1:21-
2, 1:39, 2:13, 10;1, 12:35)

d. he let the Lord Jesus Christ’s acts speak by 
themselves about the power of His Divinity 
(1:11, 1:34, 5:7, 9:3, 9:7) 

7) What were its CHARACTERISTICS?
a. Structure: There are two distinct divisions: 1) 

The Lord Jesus Christ’s ministry in Galilee 
(Ch.1-9) 2) The Passion Week in Jerusalem 
(Ch.11-16). He uses Chapter10 to connect the 
2 parts by recording several incidents that hap-
pened in between. As it can be seen, the events 
during the last week of the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
life are recorded in 1/3rd of this Holy Gospel. 

b. Substance: Although it’s the shortest of the 4 
Holy Gospels, St. Mark narrates the substance 
of the Holy Gospel in great detail. He offers 
his version of the Lord Jesus Christ’s life in a 
graphic, chronological, and swift way. Though 

he didn’t mention five of the miracles record-
ed by St. Matthew, and twelve by St. Luke, he 
added nine not mentioned by them.  

c. Style: St. Mark always intended to portray 
the events in a very colorful, graphic, meticu-
lous, and living way. Though his style appears 
simple and spontaneous, it’s very vivid and 
bright. He sometimes used repetition to col-
laborate the details of his narration (Ch.1:23, 
13:1, 13:53, 14:68). He was also keen to elab-
orate on details regarding: Names (2:14,3:6), 
Places (4:1,7:31), Numbers (5:13,6:7), Colors 
(6:39,9:3), Thoughts (2:3-11), and Feelings 
and Emotions (of the disciples-10:24,32 and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ-1:24,2:5,8:12,7:34,1
0:14,10:21)  

d. Language (wording): 
-He tends to use certain Greek words, like 
the one which means: much or many and 
immediately (at once/then)
-He prefers to use the present and the past 
continuous tense more than the past tense
-He uses some words which are not men-
tioned anywhere in the other books of the 
New Testament including ones still used in 
the common Greek language

8) Is it AUTHENTIC and CANNONIC?
It is a well-accepted fact, supported by external and 
internal testimony that St. Mark is the author of the 
second Holy Gospel, but there were some doubts 
and disputes about his sources due to some mis-
understanding or misinterpretation of some of the 
sayings of the early church fathers. All these claims 
however are fable, irrelevant, and personally moti-
vated, and are discussed and refuted in detail in H.H. 
Pope Shenouda’s book written about St. Mark.  
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“...do the work of an 
evangelist...” 
(2 Timothy 5:4)
 The 8th annual Evangelism 
Conference took place on 
June 30th- July 2nd 2006. 
This spiritual event took 
place at the St. Mary and 
St. Moses Abbey in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. The main 
theme in which all the dis-
cussions were based around 
was “The Holy Spirit and Evangelism” and exactly what 
the Holy Spirit has to do with evangelism. The 8th annual 
conference answered these topics with utmost thanks to His 
Grace Bishop Youssef, His Grace Bishop Bolos, as well as 
the priests present there. 

The attendees of this Evangelism Conference were blessed 
to experience evening Vespers and spicing the relics of St. 
Moses at the abbey. On Friday June 30th the guests at the ab-
bey received the blessing of observing a brother of the abbey 
be ordained a monk. This special service was an interesting 
one for the guests to observe for this event only takes place 
in a monastery and is not common for visitors to see. 

His Grace Bishop Bolos gave an informative lecture on 
“The Power of the Holy Spirit and Evangelism” and how by 
the power of the Holy Spirit we can truly evangelize and by 
only when the Holy Spirit talks through someone can that 
person be moved. The Holy Book of Acts 1:8 was a verse 
used within these lectures to explain many points brought up 
about the Holy Spirit in connection to evangelism. 

Midnight Praises and Prayers was a service that took place 
at 4:00am- 6:00am. When asked of a monk why Midnight 
Praises are prayed from 4am to 6am, He responded because 
from 4am-6am is the time a person is in his/hers deepest 
sleep, therefore they give this time up for God. 

Following Divine Liturgy many of the attendees took their 

rest time in order for day 
ahead. “Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit” was another inter-
esting lecture given by His 
Grace Bishop Bolos fol-
lowed by a lecture about 
“Overcoming obstacles in 
evangelism youth” and an-
other lecture about “How 
to Be filled with the Holy 
Spirit” by Fr. Silas Spear. 

His Grace Bishop Youssef also took part in this Evangelism 
Conference by giving a Holy Bible Study on “Sins against 
the Holy Spirit”. 

As one can tell, the Evangelism Conference served a pur-
pose in enlightening the attendees mind with the Word of 
God as well as teaching us how to evangelize in a way that 
people will understand and be moved when we speak about 
our faith, Coptic Orthodox. 

In summary, by having the Evangelism Conference in the 
monastery we also were fortunate enough to receive the 
blessings of observing the spicing of St. Moses ‘s relics, 
chanting midnight praises and prayers, and attending the 
Holy Divine Liturgy with the monks and the brothers.   All 
of these aspects were a rewarding experience to the 8th an-
nual Evangelism Conference. 

His Grace Bishop Bolos also asked the visitors to use what 
they learned in this Evangelism Conference and apply it to 
their life as a volunteer for evangelism projects in Kenya for 
His Grace needs as many volunteers as possible. 

In the 8th Annual Evangelism Conference we learned many 
aspects of Evangelism and its connection to The Holy Spirit 
and definitely enjoyed a wonderful and spiritual experience 
at the blessed St. Mary and St. Moses Abbey. 

I would like to encourage everyone to attend the Evangelism 

2006 Southern Diocese Evangelism Conference

The 8th Annual Evangelism Convention

“Holy Spirit & Evangelism”
 Written by:  Cherini Ghobrial, St. Mary, Atlanta GA
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