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taken away or destroyed.

The Lord took note of David and in an unexpected 
hour, the youngest of his father Jesse’s sons was called, 
“Arise, anoint him, for this is the one!  Thin Samuel 
took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of 
the brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon Da-
vid from the day forward.”  (I Samuel 16:13)

I am the shepherd.  The Lord looked at him and said:  
Yes, indeed David was a good shepherd, and the good 
shepherd is willing to give his life for the sake of his 
sheep.  Steadfastness can make David defend small 
sheep against the mighty lion and the ferocious bear, 
which is unequal in terms of battle, and extremely dan-
gerous. But David the shepherd boy did.

And the three young holy men in the fiery furnace did 
the same.  

Daniel likewise did the same when he stood against 
the king.  All these are holy and fearless examples.  Jo-
seph, the young man, when confronted with sin, right 
away in the house of Potipher, said:  How can I do this 
great wickedness and sin against God my Lord!

I think this is the steadfast heart, whatever the tempta-
tion is.  Whatever the fights are whatever the war of 
the devil, the war of the flesh and the lust and the de-
sires we must have steadfast hearts.  So the dedicated 
heart is the heart which is:

A dedicated heart is steadfast in his way, not willing 
to negotiate.

Irenaeus, an early church father and bishop of Eastern 
background wrote taking evangelism a step further ad-
dressing its reaching out to others, “The church having 
received this preaching and this faith, although scat-
tered throughout the whole world, yet, as if occupying 
but one house, carefully preserves it…

For the churches which have been planted in Germany 

do not believe or hand down anything different, nor do 
those in Spain, not those in Gaul, nor those in the East, 
nor those in Egypt, nor those in Libya, nor those which 
have been established in the central regions of the world.  
But just as the sun, that creation of God is one and the 
same throughout the whole world, so also the preaching 
of the truth shines everywhere and enlightens all men 
who are willing to come to a knowledge of the truth (c. 
180).

The heart that is dedicated has a vision, and as he walks in 
his way God opens more scope of vision to him.  Anyone 
who has worked in a very challenging mission of evan-
gelism in America or Africa, as we go we must give our 
heart to the Lord as he said: “My son give Me your heart, 
and let your eyes observe My way.” And we really live 
that verse in our mission in Africa.

I could spend hours telling you how much the Lord has 
blessed us in Africa.  We have seen His hand opening in 
many ways for us every day and every moment of that 
day in a truly amazing way.  That is the dedicated heart 
for God showing Himself to us and to you every day, and 
giving you more vision and more enlightening and more 
ways as you open a set of tracks. This will continue in-
definitely until you say enough!

The dedicated heart is a brave heart, it exhibits no fear 
at all; St. Paul speaks about the tribulation in which he 
experienced throughout his mission such as the time in 
which the ship was wrecked, how many times he went 
to jail, how many times he  confronted danger from his 
own people and strangers and finally how many times he 
discovered hunger and thirst.  There even came a time St. 
Paul was put in a basket and the basket hung over a wall 
and lowered down outside of a city because the governor 
wanted to kill him.

St. Paul was convinced about his mission, submissive 
with a dedicated heart, and with complete trust in the 
Lord, “And see, now I go bound in the Spirit to Jerusa-
lem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there.  
I only know that the Holy Spirit warns me that in every 

We, as humans, are exceptionally fortunate, but we 
are not always aware of just how much so.  We are 
fortunate that we have a loving Creator who, out of 
the abundance of His love, has created us in His “…
own image and likeness.”  We are fortunate because 
we have a loving Father, who even after Adam and 
Eve sinned, was willing to be incarnated 
and die on the cross so that we may 
be saved.  We are also extremely 
fortunate because this loving 
Father has promised us that 
he will protect and guard 
us, not merely as he does 
the sparrows, but much 
more, because we are “of 
more value than many 
sparrows.”

The most reassuring 
thing in the world for a 
person is to feel that there 
is something there beside 
him/her, assisting in decision-
making, guidance and support; 
and how much more important is 
this when that ‘someone’ is God.  In 
the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil, the priest 
asks God to “manage our lives as He deems fit and 
that He deal with us according to His goodness.”  If 
we depend on God’s love and rely on His mercy to 
guide us in our lives, then we need not worry about 
what will happen today or tomorrow, because we ac-
cept that everything is in His hands…and this is where 
the dependence on horoscopes comes in.

People’s reliance on horoscopes quite clearly states 
that they are not really willing to entrust their lives 

to God’s loving and merciful will, and thus they are 
anxious to know what will happen tomorrow.  The 
unfortunate news that I have for them is, however, 
that they will never find out, unless it is the will of 
God, and that is almost certainly not manifest in the 

use of horoscopes.

No matter what certain people say 
to you, horoscopes are not as 

precise as they might like 
you to think.  If you re-

ally read them carefully, 
you will find that they 
are written in such a 
general way that they 
can more or less be 
applicable to most 
situations.  They deal 
with issues of general 
interest such as:  at-

taining wealth, meeting 
your perfect partner, ac-

quiring satisfying employ-
ment, and traveling on ex-

citing vacations, and therefore 
it is quite safe to address any of 

these issues, because more often than 
not, they will be applicable in one form or an-

other.  The other interesting thing about horoscopes 
is that they put people into a state of what I like to 
call ‘selective memory impairment.’  Quite simply 
this is because if the horoscope contains ten items, 
of which nine are irrelevant, but the tenth becomes 
mildly applicable, be sure that what will generally 
happen is the ‘smi’ will wipe out the nine, and only 
the tenth will be remembered, thus giving the im-
pression that the horoscope was precise.

What Does Your Horoscope Predict?

A Wolf
in Sheep’s Clothing
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tive about what happened to the people who went into 
exile. He was well acclimated within the palace of the 
king, and all his work comprised was carrying the cup 
to the king in the evening, and offering him wine to 
drink. 

His relative Hunan came to visit Nehemiah, and when 
he asked him concerning Jerusalem, he reported to 
him the burning of the temple, so the heart of Nehe-
miah was so sad.  He cried, fasted not eating anything, 
and he prayed to God for many days.

That was the beginning of Nehemiah’s dedication of 
the heart.  Amazingly what happened with Nehemiah 
shows that after many days of fasting and praying, he 
did not continue to live in this mourning mode but 
he said:  Let us move to action, and that action was 
prayer, fasting and that action was dedication of the 
heart and then when he stood in front of the king, the 
Lord spoke in his tongue.  

The king asked him:  What is that I see in your face? 
Is it sickness?  He answered him it is not sickness your 
majesty.  He answered honestly: How can I rejoice 
when I hear what happened to the House of God-- that 
the walls are destroyed and the doors are burned!  And 
the king said to him what shall I do for you?  The dedi-
cated heart of Nehemiah raised itself to God.
 
A dedicated heart is an obedient heart to God, a person 
who is wiling to say AMEN.  Here I am Lord, send 
me as Isaiah said when the Lord said whom shall I 
send? And who shall go to speak in my behalf to the 
people?  

The prophet Isaiah’s heart was dedicated when he was 
exposed to a great vision when he saw the Lord setting 
on the Throne in the Temple. ……And when he heard 
the angels singing and glorifying:  Holy! Holy! Holy! 
The Lord of Hosts, Heaven and earth are full of your 
Holy Glory.

In fact, the dedicated heart to God comes through the 

touch of the Holy Spirit, or the speech of a man, or the 
work of God Himself makes one willing to give his life 
for the Holy Bible.  The dedicated heart tells us about 
Nehemiah, once he was dedicated to the mission, built 
back the walls of Jerusalem and restored the doors, con-
fronting many dangers including stating his people’s case 
before his king, which in itself is a type of evangelism!

He was obedient to God, did his best, worked hard and 
that mode of the dedication is amazing.  He was perme-
ated to others for when he spoke to the people and said: 
let us build the walls of Jerusalem, they followed him, 
and they really as the Holy Bible said, they had heart for 
the work.

So what was in the heart of Nehemiah affected the heart 
of others and all were bound in dedication together.  It 
is no wonder that their action displayed that their hearts 
were dedicated and their lives also were dedicated.

The dedicated heart to God is:
	 Obedient
	 Humble
	 Steadfast
	 Courageous

I can see the 3 holy young men when they stood in front 
of the king.  I can say that their hearts were dedicated 
to the Lord for they were willing to confront any dan-
ger.  Their hearts were firm in what they believe.  So, 
the steadfastness of the heart is very important, not the 
heart of rotating one hour with God and one hour with 
the world or, the heart that is going in two directions.

If you see David who defends his sheep against the wolf, 
you will see the dedicated heart; what are you doing Da-
vid, you are a young man.  I am defending my sheep; I 
am fighting the lion and fighting the bear.  Why are you 
fighting the lion David?  I am fighting the lion for the 
sake of these sheep!  They are mere animals!  Yes, but 
they are my flock; I will not allow any of them to be 

What I wish to say to you at this point is that you be 
weary of wolves in sheep clothing!  Horoscopes may 
seem to be quite harmless, but much more lies behind 
them.  People who start to believe in the authenticity 
of horoscopes become more reliant on them, and less 
on God; they rush to see the daily newspaper to see 
what the day brings for them, and forget to consult 
the real source—God.  What is even more dangerous 
than this however, that people should be aware of, is 
that such people start to fall into the very same sin 
that Eve fell into.

When the serpent tempted Eve, she was told that if 
she ate of the tree, then she would have knowledge 
of that which was previously unknown to her, and 
that she would be ‘like God’ and that is the same at-
titude taken by those who use horoscopes—they seek 
knowledge of the unknown through a source other 
than God, and thus may become eligible for punish-
ment as a result of their lack of faith and their aspira-
tion to take what is not theirs.

Trust in God and accept that your life be led by Him 
according to His will, as your loving and caring Fa-
ther who perceives what is for your own good…much 
more than you do.  Instead of spending valuable 
time looking into daily horoscope forecasts, spend 
it in trying it trying to know what God’s plan is for 
you, through prayer, Holy Bible reading, contempla-
tion, and consultation with your spiritual father, thus 
knowing that you will arrive at a precise answer from 
a reliable source, and that you may grow spiritually 
to the level at which you can truly say ‘deal with us 
according to Your goodness’ accept that whatever is 
given to you comes from God, and furthermore, ac-
cept that it is the best thing for you…according to His 
will.  (reprinted)
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