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Victorinus, a Syrian bishop and martyr would 
further elaborate (c.280) “And I saw another 
angel ascending from the east have the seal 
of the living God.”  He speaks of Elijah the 
prophet, who is the precursor of the times of 
the Antichrist—for the restoration and estab-
lishment of the churches from the great and 
intolerable persecution…The aid of the great 
eagles’ wings is the gift of the two proph-
ets, which is given to that Catholic Church.  
In the end times, a hundred and forty-four 
thousand men will believe on the preaching 
of Elijah…The two great wings are the two 
prophets, Elijah and the prophet who will be 
with him.”

In like manner, it can be concluded that one 
who would appear as suddenly as the wind 
could indeed be taken up in a whirlwind.  
With certainty Elijah the Tishbite was not 
taken up to forever disappear but to appear 
suddenly once more before the final judg-
ment of us all.  

May Elijah the Prophet living in the 
Paradise, pray to the Lord on our behalf!

Conclusion
Elijah’s works and prophecies were not al-
ways damnation centered.  He could work 
one on one with kindness and compassion 
as he did when providing food for a destitute 
widow and her son.  He could reside within 
the widow’s household in a private room 
without complaint or dissatisfaction and 
bring her dead son, her only known Bibli-
cally addressed living relative, to life.  Eli-
jah respected God’s creation as he desired 
to live among the elements of nature that 
his frequent and sudden necessitated dis-
appearances led him into.  He could have 
endearing relationships with his disciples, 
those whom loved the Lord and desired to 
worship the Lord as he did.  Elijah through 
his strength of purpose and commitment 
to God would ultimately gain the respect of 
those he lived among, his predecessors the 
prophets and followers of the One True God 
that came after him, and through the ages 
of ages his name will live on as one whom 
God did not let taste death so great was this 
prophet.  Even through his ascension to the 
Paradise Elijah would remain powerful…

‘And we know that all things 
work together for good to those 
who love God to those who are 
called according to His pur-
pose.  For whom He foreknew, 
He also predestined…these He 
also called, whom He called, 
these He also justified, and 
whom He justified, these He 
also glorified.” 
(Romans 8:  28-30)

>

“I will give power to my two 
witnesses and they will proph-
esy one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sack-
cloth.”…If anyone wants to 
harm them, fire proceeds from 
their mouth and devours their 
enemies…These have power 
to shut Heaven so that no rain 
falls in the days of their proph-
ecy.  (Revelation 11: 3-6)
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“Be Cool About School”
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wrongly thought the Lord Jesus Christ was 
Elijah restored to life on earth.  A week after 
St. Peter’s acknowledgement that the Lord 
Jesus Christ was the Son of God, the Lord 
took St. Peter, St. James and St. John to the 
top of a mountain where the Lord Jesus was 
transfigured before the disciples. 

In the transfiguration Moses and Elijah were 
beside the Lord speaking about His ap-
proaching death many believe unifying the 
Law and the prophets of olden days.  It also 
demonstrated the fact that the Lord Jesus 
Christ was indeed recognized in Paradise 
as God’s Son, His mission, and His omi-
nous fate.

Others thought that St. John came “in the 
spirit and power of Elijah.”  St. John the 
Baptist was further likened to Elijah with his 
camel hair clothing and leather belt.  
Tertullian (c.210) writes, 

“But Elijah is to come again, not after quit-
ting life, but after his assumption.  It is not 
for the purpose of being restored to the body 
from which he had not departed, but for the 
purpose of revisiting the world from which 
he was taken up.   It will not be by way of 
resuming a life that he had laid aside, but by 
way fulfilling prophecy.  He will really and 
truly be the same man, both in respect to his 
name, his designation, and his unchanged 
humanity.   Therefore, in what sense could 
John be Elijah?  You have your answer in 
the angel’s announcement, who said, “And 
he will go before the people in the spirit and 
power of Elijah” not in his body and soul.”

The Coptic Church in the Rite of the Ordina-
tion of the Patriarch continues the memory 
of Elijah the great prophet as it proclaims 
regarding the new divinely chosen pope…. 
“Who was brought up by saintly fathers and 
gained their grace like Elisha with Elijah the 
Tishbite regarding the angelical Schema, as 
written by the apostle:  
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less and without an heir which ridded the 
earth of his idolatrous worshipping blood-
line forever.  

“The time had come when the Lord was 
about to take Elijah up to Heaven in a whirl-
wind.”  (II Kings 2:1)

Elijah as he assumed his last journey test-
ed Elisha three times by encouraging him 
to stay behind.  Elisha would not leave his 
mentor.   Upon reaching the Jordan, Elijah 
parted the waters with a blow of his mantle.  
When the appointed time had come, Elisha 
asked “for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.” 
(II Kings 2:9)  A chariot of fire and horses of 
fire suddenly appeared as a whirl wind and 
took Elijah to Paradise, as Elijah’s mantle 
was predestined to be carried by the after 
math of the whirl wind to the ground.  Elisha 
would take up the well worn mantle of the 
blessed living saint just as he would resume 
Elijah’s work of restoring the Israelite nation 
to the worship of One God.

“Then it happened as they continued on 
and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire 
appeared with horses of fire, and separated 
the two of them; and Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into Heaven.”  (II Kings 2:11)

While the prophet Elijah did not die in the 
days of Elisha, he would also remain alive 
not only in Paradise but through the prophe-
cies of Malachi, as God would send Elijah to 
restore his chosen people before “the great 
and terrible day of the Lord comes.”  (Mala-
chi 4:5)

Jesus Ben Sirach in the Protestant omit-
ted canonical Holy Book states that Elijah 
will “restore the tribes of Jacob.” (Sirach 
48:10)

In the Gospel of St. Luke we are taught that 
both the Lord Jesus Christ and St. John the 
Baptist likeness was associated with that 
of their earthly predecessor Elijah.   Many 

“And Elijah answered and said 
to the captain of the fifty: ‘If I am 
a man of God let fire come down 
from Heaven and consume you and 
the fifty.  And there came down fire 
from Heaven and consumed him 
and his fifty.”  (II Kings 1:10)
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