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Later on, at Mount Carmel, Elijah challenged 
the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and 
the four hundred prophets of Asherah. Elijah of-
fered an acceptable sacrifice which the fire of 
the Lord fell on and burned up. The people who 
were watching believed in God and believed that 
Elijah was his prophet as recorded in 1 Kings 
18:39: “When all the people saw this, they fell 
prostrate and cried, “The LORD -he is God! The 
LORD -he is God!”
 
Elijah then ordered to kill the prophets of Baal 
and Asherah, and by Elijah’s prayers, God sent 
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rain on the land (1 Kings 18:45). When Jezeb-
el knew all that Elijah had done and how he had 
killed all the prophets with the sword, she want-
ed to take Elijah’s life. Elijah ran from Jezebel’s 
face and started praying for God to take his life. 
So, the Lord appeared to him and strengthened 
him and told him to go anoint Elisha to succeed 
him as prophet 
(1 Kings 19:19).

Throughout all his time as a prophet and until 
he was taken up to the Paradise, Elijah was a 
loud protester against his corrupted people.  

Elijah and Jezebel
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and Ahab did not 
have the strength 
or maturity to 
stand up to her.  

Elijah, who was 
full of the Holy 
Spirit, did have 
the strength to 
stand up to her.  
But she wouldn’t 
listen.   She had 
plenty of time for 
repentance.   She 
still wouldn’t lis-
ten.   And when 
God’s strength was proven, and her false 
god was ridiculed and proven false, she 
still did not listen, but continued in her mur-
derous ways.   Finally when Elijah person-
ally condemned Ahab and Jezebel each 
by name, and prophesied their gruesome 
deaths, Ahab repented and humbled himself 
before the Lord.  But Jezebel did not.  

Her death was not only gruesome, but also 
undignified.  There was nothing even left of 
her to bury.

Jezebel became a symbol of the evil of false 
religion (Revelations 2:20).  The choice for 
her was, repent or be removed.  The same 
goes for followers of false religion, or for 
anyone who refuses to worship the Lord and 
listen to Him.   What happened to Jezebel 
is symbolic of what God’s actions will be 
towards anyone who chooses the latter.

Elijah and the test of 
Baal’s Prophets

Jezebel was the daughter of Ethbaal, King 
of the Sidonians, a nation foreign to the Is-
raelites.  She was taken as the wife of Ahab, 
the King of Israel, which went vehemently 
against the Israelites’ law.  She brought with 
her a zeal for worshiping Baal, a false god, 
and turned Ahab towards worshiping Baal, 
and away from worshiping the One True 
Lord.  Jezebel was such a supporter of this 
false god, that she massacred the prophets 
of the Lord.  
 	
Elijah had been sent by God to confront 
Baalism, and to declare to Israel that the 
Lord was God and there was no other.  He 
proved this, through calling down drought, 
rain, and calling  on God to consume His 
sacrifice (while the sacrifice of Baal went 
unconsumed).  And when he had the false 
prophets executed (as was what the law 
demanded, Deuteronomy 13:1-5), Jezebel 
was so furious that she wanted to kill him 
too.  Elijah’s initial response was to run for 
his life.  He knew Jezebel was a murderess.  
But God revealed Himself to Elijah, and told 
him to tell Ahab and Jezebel what would 
happen to them.  

There are a few interesting notes on the 
dynamics between Jezebel and Elijah.  
“There was no one like Ahab who sold him-
self to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord, 
because Jezebel his wife stirred him up” (I 
Kings 21:25).  First we have to realize that 
the marriage between them was unholy.  Je-
zebel was not one of God’s people, nor was 
she interested in becoming one of God’s 
people.  Therefore, the Holy Spirit could not 
work between them.  And so their relation-
ship was not that of a man and his “help-
mate”.  Jezebel was overpoweringly wicked, 
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