
50 • Mighty Arrows • www.suscopts.org • • • www.suscopts.org • Mighty Arrows • 19• • •

Introduction to the Life of
Elijah the Prophet
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Background and Early Life
Elijah was a prophet who lived in the 9th 
century B.C.   Elijah is first introduced in 1 
Kings 17:1 as delivering a message from 
God to Ahab, the King of Israel in the first 
half of the 9th century.  Elijah the prophet is 
sometime referred to as “The Tishbite” as he 
was from the town of Tishbe.  The name Eli-
jah is Hebrew for Eliyahu which means “My 
God is Yahweh”.  Little is known about Elijah 
and his early life and much like Melchizedek; 
Elijah suddenly emerges with no mention of 
his parents, his ancestry, training, or early 
life.  He was known as a prophet however 

little emphasis is put on his background.  
He lived in a time when the foundations of 
the world were being 
destroyed.  It was a time of spiritual 
apostasy and moral decay.  

Elijah’s Attire and Appearance
Elijah stood in striking contrast to the priest 
and people that worshiped Baal.  His attire 
and appearance are described in 2 Kings 
1:7-8, “Then he said to them, “What kind 
of man was it who came up to meet you 
and told you these words?” So they an-
swered him, “A hairy man wearing a leather 
belt around his waist.”  And he said, “It is 
Elijah the Tishbite.”  Elijah is described as 
wearing camel hair girded with a leather belt 
which was later noted as being the recog-
nized dress for a prophet in Zachariah 13:4-
5, “And it shall be in that day that every 
prophet will be ashamed of his vision when 
he prophesies; they will not wear a robe of 
coarse hair to deceive. But he will say, ‘I am 
no prophet, I am a farmer; for a man taught 
me to keep cattle from my youth”.  The way 
that Elijah’s attire is described may indicate 
that his attire and manner were quite distinc-
tive in the eyes of the people around him.  

Although his attire was very different at the 
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