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This poem written by Deacon Chris Minias,

St. Mark Church, New Orleans, LA

and placed in the Talent Contest of this year’s (2007)

“Towards Canaan’s Land” Graduate Convention.

Congratulations Chris!
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ine and its consequences for the kingdom’s 
economy.  The king did not find the prophet 
that had disappeared as the wind and be-
came as elusive as its breeze.  

 

God sent Elijah to a safe place where he 
could hide to pursue his prophetic works 
at a later time.  Elijah hid by a tributary of 
water called Cherith.  Biblical historians to 
this day are not sure of its exact location 
other than the fact it is east of the Jordan so 
secluded was its topographic location.  The 
direction “east” was as significant in the Old 
Testament as it would be in the New Testa-
ment.  Though the prophet was alone and 
without human survival means, we know 
that God provided for his needs and we also 
can surmise that he was comfortable with 
the nature that not only was a part of him 
from birth but became who he would be par-
alleled with in life.

“Ravens brought Elijah bread and meat in 
the morning and bread and meat in the eve-
ning.”  (I Kings 17:6)

The brook where Elijah drank water in hiding 
also denoted the increasingly severe drought 
that was overtaking the land as its water 
became less and less.   When the stream 
dried up Elijah traveled north to Zarephath in 
Sidon.  Ironically this was Queen Jezebel’s 
hometown, a region firmly rooted in the wor-
ship of Baal.  It was here that the story of the 
destitute Canaanite widow takes place.

Elijah encounters an obviously poor widow 
gathering sticks at the town gate and asks 
her for bread and water.   She replies that 
she and her son are impoverished and that 
drought has resigned them to die.  She has 

First Commission:
Strong Warning against Idol Worship

Elijah was speculated to be in his mid thir-
ties when the worship of idols came to a 
crisis point in the Israelite population.  King 
Ahab and his queen Jezebel promoted the 
worship of Baal and the goddess Asherah.  
Though King Ahab’s father was a worship-
per of Yahweh he did not abolish the wor-
ship of other gods, perhaps by his lack of 
discouragement, his luke-warmness, Baal 
took a stronghold under his reign.  His son, 
Ahab, succeeded the throne at his death and 
married to a Phoenician who had grown up 
worshipping Baal and Asherah the advoca-
cy of idol worship was promoted and flour-
ished stronger than ever before forcing Elijah 
into constant conflict with the rulers of the 
land.  Conflict with the ruling class meant 
certain death for those in opposition.

Stronger still than the king and queen’s 
devotion to their idols was Elijah’s belief 
in God.   Suddenly without introduction or 
forewarning, Elijah appeared at the court of 
King Ahab and Queen Jezebel and uttered 
a prophecy of gloom and doom for their 
idolatrous kingdom.  Elijah, through God’s 
jealous Hands, sentenced the idol worship-
ping civilization to years of drought, food 
shortage, and financial demise.  This meant 
certain ruin for a culture based totally on its 
agriculture for means of trade and survival.  
So he prayed that it would not rain, and it 
did not rain for three years and six months.  
(James 5:17).  With conviction of faith Eli-
jah said, 

This is how the famine came about which 
lasted for several years.  Just as quickly as 
the Prophet Elijah appeared to curse them 
and warn them to turn from idol worship, he 
disappears.

King Ahab made the Prophet Elijah the ob-
ject of a kingdom wide manhunt and venge-
ful killing should Elijah be found.  This act 
should be questioned by a king insistent 
upon idol worship, but apparently he be-
lieved the prophet’s message just enough to 
hold him responsible for the ensuing fam-

“…there will be neither dew nor 
rain in the next few years except at 
my word.” (I Kings 17:1).
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