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Role or Identity (10) 
 
Challenges of the role of priest and role of priest's wife 

(8) The eighth challenge that meets the priest 
and his wife is resisting the changes effected 
in their identities by practicing their roles. 
We talked in the beginning of this series about 
the definition of both the role and the identity. 
We clarified that the identity which represents 
one's being remains in the age to come while 
the role, which is related to the life on the 
earth, will vanish. We also clarified that what 
remains from the role is its reward. In fact, 
there is another thing that remains from the 
role which is its effect on one's identity. 
 

   One's identity, which represents his being, is 
not a fixed rigid unchangeable one. It is, rather, 
dynamic and continuously changing. Change is 

effected through the continuous interaction 
between the different roles put on the person 
and its changeable identity. In fact, the 
relationship between the role and the identity is 
a two ways reciprocal relationship. I mean that 
one's identity determines the way he practices 
the role put on him, and at the same time the 
nature of the role, its tasks and its expectations 
lead to a change in the identity of the person 
practicing it. The more the person is mature 
spiritually and psychologically, the more he is 
flexible in accepting the changes effected in his 
identity out of its interaction with the roles 
required from him. 
 

   Let us clarify this with an example. While the 
role of the mother is put on many women, yet 
the way used by each one of them to practice 
her motherhood differs according to her 
personal identity and character. At the same 
time, while one is practicing her role as a 
mother for a long time, essential changes and 
modifications in her personality and identity 
take place spontaneously and implicitly out of 
her practice of such a role. She, for example, 



becomes more patient, compassionate and 
self-sacrificing than she was before conceiving 
her children. This means that when she 
practices the role of the mother new 
dimensions are added to her identity without 
realizing this.  
 

   There are other examples in the Holy Bible. 
When Moses the prophet went out to his 
brethren to look at their burdens he hastened 
to kill the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 
Later on, after he spent many years practicing 
the role of a leader of the people of Israel, 
essential changes in his personality and 
identity took place. The Holy Bible gives 
testimony about this saying, "Now the man 
Moses was very humble, more than all men 
who were on the face of the earth" 
(Numbers12:3). This means that the role of the 
leader pushed him to replace, in his identity, 
hastening and impulsivity with humbleness and 
longsuffering. The same thing happened with 
St. Paul who testified about himself saying, "I 
was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor and 
an insolent man" (1Timothy1:13). The practice 

of the role of an apostle leaded to an essential 
change in his personality he described in 
himself by saying, "But we were gentle among 
you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her 
own children" (1Thessalonians2:7); and also, 
"Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is 
made to stumble, and I do not burn with 
indignation?" (2Corinthians11:29).  
 

   In fact, the effect of one's role expands 
sometimes not only to his psychological 
structure but also to the physical one. It is well 
known, for example, that the worker, the 
farmer, the soccer player or the musician 
experiences a development and a hypertrophy 
in a specific group of muscles in his body to 
match the nature of the role he is practicing. 
The same thing happens with animals where 
some physiological changes take place in the 
animals' structure and nature in order to match 
the nature of the roles put upon them.  
 

   This leads us to a sure conclusion stating 
that there is no doubt at all that God puts 
certain roles upon us and charges us with 
certain tasks not without a purpose or an 



Economy but He finally aims at the 
salvation of our souls, "For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them" (Ephesians2:10).  
 

The effect of the roles of the priest and the 
priest's wife on their identities 
 

   There is no doubt that the tasks and 
expectations required from the priest and his 
wife are all characterized by self-sacrifice and 
mortification as if they are saying, "For Your 
sake we are killed all day long; We are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter" 
(Romans8:36). God does not put the yoke of 
the service on someone in vain, but He aims 
firstly by putting this yoke on the priest and his 
wife at their salvation. The tool of God in 
achieving this salvation is the positive changes 
induced in their beings and identities by this 
role put on them. Therefore, all what is 
required from them is surrender with simplicity, 
complete submission and carrying everyday 
cross. Hence, the Holy Spirit conducts His 

mystical effects in the soul which renew her 
strength and transform her from glory to glory. 
 

   The challenge that the priest and his wife 
face here comes from not realizing that the 
upgrading process the Holy Spirits effects 
mystically within the soul is closely connected 
to the role they are called to fulfill. They have to 
realize that they would not be able to enjoy the 
continuous internal renewal process without 
the bonds put on them by practicing this role. 
Procrastinating self-sacrifice, fidgeting under 
the bonds and complaining from the yoke are 
all signs of not realizing this fact. When one 
does not realize it, the degree of his resistance 
and struggle increases. In such case, the effect 
of the role on the identity goes in the opposite 
direction, I mean in the negative one, as the 
soul becomes tightened instead of being 
expanded, becomes enclosed in herself 
instead of being open and falls short of the 
grace of God who how often wants but she 
refuses and does not want.  
                                                (to be continued) 

 

 


