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 Academic Definition: Materialism and greed involve an excessive desire for 

wealth, possessions, or material gain, often at the expense of ethical and 
spiritual values. In academic literature, materialism is discussed in the context 
of consumer behavior, psychology, and socio-economic studies. 

 References and Studies: 

2- "The High Price of Materialism" by Tim Kasser: 

Tim Kasser explores the impact of materialism on well-being, relationships, and the 
environment, providing insights into the negative consequences of prioritizing 
material pursuits. 

3- "Materialism and Well-Being: A Conflicting Values Perspective" 
by Marsha L. Richins and Scott Dawson: 

This study examines the relationship between materialism and well-being, 
discussing how the pursuit of material goals can lead to decreased life satisfaction. 

4- "Greed, Death, and Values: From Capitalistic Greed to Existential 
Greed" by Małgorzata Adams-Tukiendorf: 

The paper delves into the psychological aspects of greed and its impact on individual 
values and well-being. 

 Avoidance: Emphasize spiritual values over material possessions and 
encourage a humble lifestyle. 

 Biblical Reference: 1 Timothy 6:10 - "For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil." 

 Biblical Stories: 
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2- The Rich Young Ruler (Mark 10:17-27): 

Jesus encounters a rich young man who is unwilling to give up his wealth to follow 
Jesus. This story highlights the challenge of materialism and the potential conflict 
between wealth and spiritual commitment. 

3- Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11): 

Ananias and Sapphira's story illustrates the consequences of greed and deceit within 
the early Christian community. Their desire for personal gain led to severe 
consequences. 

4- Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21): 

Jesus tells the parable of a rich man who hoards his wealth but dies without enjoying 
it. This story warns against the dangers of placing excessive importance on material 
possessions. 

 Implications for Pastoral Care, Leadership, and Interpersonal 
Relationships: 

2- Distorted Priorities: Materialism and greed can lead to distorted 
priorities, where the pursuit of wealth takes precedence over spiritual 
and ethical values. 

3- Erosion of Trust: Leaders perceived as driven by material gain may 
face challenges in gaining the trust of their community, impacting 
pastoral care effectiveness. 

4- Community Well-being: Excessive materialism can contribute to a 
lack of generosity and hinder the community's ability to support those 
in need. 

 Conclusion: Academic literature and biblical stories converge to emphasize 
the negative impact of materialism and greed on individual well-being, 
interpersonal relationships, and community dynamics within religious 
settings. Leaders and individuals within religious communities are 
encouraged to prioritize spiritual and ethical values over material pursuits for 
the sake of a healthy and harmonious community. 

 Funny Story: 

 The Tale of the Expensive Potluck Dish: 

In a community known for their potluck dinners, one member decided to 
showcase their culinary skills by preparing an incredibly elaborate and 
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expensive dish for the gathering. The dish, adorned with rare truffles and gold 
leaf, quickly became the talk of the community. However, when the potluck 
arrived, the dish clashed comically with the homemade casseroles and simple 
desserts brought by others. The community members, rather than being 
impressed, found themselves laughing at the unexpected extravagance. They 
affectionately dubbed it the "Gourmet Potluck Incident" and decided that, in 
the future, simple and shared meals were the true essence of their gatherings. 

 Moral: A humorous perspective can help navigate situations where 
materialism might overshadow the communal spirit. 

 The story aims to use humor to shed light on the challenges of materialism 
and greed within a religious community, encouraging reflection on values and 
priorities in a lighthearted manner. 


