“Behold, This Is Our God,
We Have Waited For Him”

Today’s society is a high-paced society. One
gage of customer service is waiting time,
ranking organizations on their speed of service.
This social norm has been embedded into
many, especially children and youth. Rushing
through everything is a clear indicator of
people’s impatience, and their intense hatred
for waiting.

Looking into the divine right canon, we find
this is not the case. Waiting for the Lord is a
divine commandment: “““Therefore wait for
Me,” says the Lord” (Zephaniah 3:8), and a
Biblical commandment: “Rest in the Lord, and
wait patiently for Him (Psalm 37:7). Indeed,
it is the heart’s desire of a loving God to return
from the wedding to find us waiting for Him
with longing love, to open to Him
immediately, once He comes and knocks (Luke
12:36).

Here, an important question poses itself: why
did God not rush to incarnation, crucifixion,
and fulfilling redemption once Adam fell?
Why did He make generations await His first
incarnate coming, and make other generations
await His second glorious coming? Why did
He make waiting an integral part of the
Economy of salvation and spiritual life? Why
does He say, “The Lord will wait, that He may
be gracious to you™ (Isaiah 30:18)? “And now,
Lord, what do | wait for”” (Psalm 39:7)?

Doubtless, God’s entire Economy is in
wisdom. Patience is the greatest teacher of
faith, through which the person undergoes a
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test of faith in God, until “after he had
patiently endured, he obtained the promise”
(Hebrews 6:15). Waiting also ignites the
flames of longing and love in a person’s heart
towards God, sidestepping spiritual drought:
“My soul waits for the Lord more than those
who watch for the morning” (Psalm 130:6);
“The desire of our soul is for Your name and
for the remembrance of You. With my soul 1
have desired You in the night (Isaiah 26:8-9).
Patience also teaches persistent prayer,
clinging to God’s promises: “Remember the
word to Your servant, upon which You have
caused me to hope” (Psalm 119:49).

Since the patriarchs and prophets realized that
““those who wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings like
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31), Jacob
declared, “I have waited for your salvation, O
Lord” (Genesis 49:18), David cried out, “On
You | wait all the day” (Psalm 25:5), Isaiah
chanted, “Yes, in the way of Your judgments, O
Lord, we have waited for You™ (Isaiah 26:8),
and many others “not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off
[awaited them] were assured of them,
embraced them” (Hebrews 11:13).

If you, my beloved reader, are among those
who wait on the Lord, like Abraham, Sarah,
Zechariah, and Elizabeth, or if you are among
those who ““were washing their nets (Luke
5:2), having labored all night long but caught
nothing, do not fret, but rejoic: “Nor has the
eye seen any God besides You, Who acts for
the one who waits for Him” (lsaiah 64:4),
“Therefore do not cast away your confidence,
which has great reward... for yet a little while,
and He who is coming will come and will not
tarry”” (Hebrews 10:35-37). Then you will
shout joyfully with Isaiah the Prophet:
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for
Him, and He will save us. This is the Lord; we
have waited for Him; we will be glad and
rejoice in His salvation (Isaiah 25:9).

"wepll S Sl S 4l g Al aaas ol
Lzlly Blea¥ U p iy - Ll Hllanyl (Vi)
(i 1393801 4y M dll g (e Glud ¥ 8§
"N 58) ‘! e SIAT o AST ol L
G aepdl owdis udidl Sapds ST Jly clowl
Blall lae - Layl sa Hlany (3-A Y18 " llf
Jsill clia) Sl sgcqy dASiuaill Azl

(834139 50) "alazif iles sl

Oy el golizia” ol s Lui¥lg ¥ ol 3

st Yy O3Sy sulll dmizl (sady 599
fogdny olel (MViE Bl "Osew Y% Opde
29l Fres ((AEACL) "oy L cplan/ cloMiS
eleadl Catag ((0:Y030) Ul pgdl bzl IS
(AN bl oy L bl b
ers o Looeelsll oMy @ ios S 09y
(lagams)  &T)  Logulss

(V) Yeue)

cnsedll Byay o gl AN Ll cas ol
cobliadly LS5 85luy mealnl die "oyl g latia”
S Jl lgas cpddl "Aleadl k" o S
one 7 old" 281 s semeans Mo Lk Tgallasay ol
oobr ¥y (E088)) bzl o pmy sné L))
T Juds ey 4. dalic Slilme L) G clia
Chgus diaieg (YVY0 N cue) "y ¥ I ilw
Lzl L] o 135" o) el il po Mipe iz
‘WMo mridig meii sLaiil i 9o s Lualid

(A:Y0 %))

lag>y  lagdimy



