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Nativity Feast 2019

Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States yeysietter Volume 11, Issue 1

His Grace Bishop Youssef Nativity Feast 2019 Greeting

My Beloved Children,

www.suscopts.org

Christ is born; let us glorify Him! | wish you much joy and peace always abounding in the
newsletter@suscopts.org

blessings of the glorious Nativity Feast. The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ reminds us that
love requires giving and giving requires love. “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life” (John 3:16). Many celebrate this great feast with gifts and cheer, but neglect
to contemplate and appreciate the gift of grace. This great gift was freely given to all of
us. Some shelved it, some discarded it, and some embraced it. The Lord gave us the gift
of grace beginning with His incarnation. “And of His fullness we have all received, and
grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ.” (John 1:16-17). This is the reason for our joy on this wonderful occasion. Let
us remember those in need and the needs of our churches with love and generosity. Let
us hold dear to our hearts the true meaning of the Nativity Feast in every gift as a re-
minder of God’s great gift of grace to the world.

God bless you.

Bishop Youssef,
Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States

On October 7, 2018 His Holiness Pope Tawadros I
attended the Silver Jubilee of the Establishment of the
Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United
States under the auspices of His Grace Bishop Youssef.
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e Festal Greeting from H.G.
Bishop Youssef

e Ordinations of H.G. Bishop
Basil & H.G. Bishop Gregory

e Presbyter Ordinations
e Sr.Verena Consecration

- e e Excerpt from an Article by
| H.G. Bishop Youssef on
“Problems and Solutions”




SUS Diocese News

From Left to Right: Sr. Verena Consecrated Sister Ceremony. Presbyter Ordinations: Top Center: Rev. Fr. Misael, St. John the Beloved Church, Tucson
AZ; Bottom Center: Rev. Fr. Polycarpus Shoukry, St. Mark, Houston TX; Rev. Fr. Akhnoukh Ghatas, St. Meena, Dallas TX; Rev. Fr. Titus Necola, St. Mary
& St. Rouis, Memphis TN.

“Problems and Solutions” (excerpts from an article
by H.G. Bishop Youssef in the counseling series)

Recommended Reading Problem Solving Strategies

1. Appealing to the Word of God: The Scripture is the manual to diagnosing and fixing

St. Mary & St. Moses Abbey Press—STM problems. God, our manufacturer, gave us His Word to help us through our hardships.

Pub|ICE.\l'I0nS Um!ef the Auspices of Being well versed in the Holy Bible in order to acquire the mind of Christ will help uncov-
i iz i efe e er the will of God and arrive at solutions.

2. Applying the Word of God: Knowledge of the Scripture should be accompanied with

compliance and application of necessary rules and precepts such as forgiveness, recon-

The Early Church Today Series ciliation, and love which are of paramount importance in solving problems. Nowhere do

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM we find a book recommending taking the last seat and becoming the servant of all ex-

cept in the Holy Bible.
ON REPENTANCE & 3. Putting away one's ego: Selfishness and stubbornness are stumbling blocks to problem

DEFEATING DESPAIR . solving. Conflicts always start from a selfish motive (James 4).

Letters to Theodore

W

L/ :
> //,.“ = The Model of Problem Solving

The best hero of problem solving in the Holy Bible is Nehemiah, the leader and reformer. He
put in practice all the strategies and steps required for practical solutions. In fact, those steps
are deduced and derived from his pattern of behavior. He first identified the problem
(Nehemiah 1:1,3), and came to the conclusion that sin, spiritual ailments with the resultant
despair, hopelessness and helplessness, lack of leadership, lack of resources and local opposi-
tion led his people, the Israelites, into the seventy years of captivity. Not sparing his tears, he
wept and prayed fervently before the Lord in order to know His Divine will. Then, he came up
with a proactive time framed action plan in which he divided the people into groups
(Nehemiah 6:15). Motivating them, he participated in the work with them. The steps that

St. Moses Bookstore Nehemiah took subjected the king to Nehemiah's will, liberated his people, built the walls of
www.stmosesbookstore.org Jerusalem and restored everything in the city.

Read More ~ http://www.suscopts.org/resources/literature/892/problems-and-solutions/



His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il, His Grace Bishop Youssef, and many visiting bishops and clergy attended
the consecration of St. Verena Coptic Orthodox Church, New Port Richey, FL (October 7, 2018).

SUS Diocese Programs

Archangel Raphael
Ministry (A.R.M.)

A program designed specifi-
cally for individuals with
special needs. An annual
convention is held every
summer.

Asaph Hymns Institute AHI/
The first ever online hymno-
logical seminary.

Family Ministry Program
FMP

Education & training certifi-
cate program in counseling
for Lay Christian Helpers.

H.O.P.E. Social Service

A social services program
designed to help those in
need.

LEAD Program

A program for learning Chris-
tian leadership principles.
Orthodox Christian Campus
Ministry [OCCM]

Official Campus Ministry
Organization of the SUS Dio-
cese

St. Athanasius Theological
Seminary Program
Four-year program in Doc-
trine & Theology.

St. Athanasius Coptic
Theological Seminary Board-
ing Program—Abbey Two-
year residential program at
St. Mary and St. Moses Ab-
bey.

Theological Seminary
Program, Nashville TN ~
On-Site, Weekly [Arabic]

St Mark Festival Program A
spiritual competition among
the Coptic Churches doing
the same activity worldwide.
See STARS Edition for individ-
uals with specials needs.

St Clement Coptic
Orthodox Christian
Academy

A regional accredited school
for PreK-8th grade

Help support the school via
Amazon Smile; Kroger

St Verena Medical Society
Program service serving the
local community & abroad.

St Verena Resource Minis-
try S.V.R.M. Professionals
networking together to make
a difference and provide
resources to our Coptic com-
munity.

See Request Form Online
Register Online to Serve as a
Volunteer Consultant

Triumphant Christian Re-
treat
Freedom from Addiction

For More Information:
WWW.suscopts.org

Sunday School Curriculum Revision
Announcement

"And the Child grew and became
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom;
and the grace of God was upon
Him" (Luke 2:40)The Coptic Ortho-
dox Diocese of the Southern United
States is in the process of revising
and updating Sunday School Curricu-
lum. After 15 years of the develop-
ment of the curriculum that our
churches currently use and since
this year, the Coptic Orthodox
Church marks 100 years of the es-
tablishment of Sunday School, and
celebrates the remarkable man who
founded it, St. Archdeacon Habib
Girgis, it was most appropriate re-
vise the curriculum. Our mission and
vision have not changed. However,
we need a new beginning relevant
to the life of our children here. We
are working to improve the ways we
equip servants, engage students,
and impact families. Therefore, the
diocese is seeking faithful servants
who can assist in lessons develop-
ment, crafts development, visual
aids development, and or graphic
design development.

Please complete and submit the
attached form to Isis Hanna at isis-
ghanna@gmail.com

Please pray for this initiative.
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H.O.P.E. Social Services
P.O. Box 342763
Tampa, FL 33694-2763
Tel: (713) 568-6883

Sewing Workshop

H.O.P.E. Help Other People Excel

H.O.P.E. Page — Nativity 2019
Thanks be to God for another quarter of
blessings in helping our brethren in
need.

Misr El Kadima Projects:

Nursery - over 2,000 needy families
moved from El Minya to Misr El Kadima
to find jobs and they leave their young
children in a nursery so they can go to
work. The nursery charges very little, if
the parents can pay it. H.O.P.E. has been
supporting the nursery since it opened in
2017 and has increased the support for
120 children to 180 children so they
could accept more children. H.O.P.E.
contributes $1,955 USD per month.

Elderly Home - H.O.P.E was blessed to
help open an elderly home to partially
support 20 seniors that need care. Two
levels of the building are completed, but
they could only cover half of the expens-
es needed to open and run the facility.
The facility will eventually be able to
house 60 elderly people. H.O.P.E. has
committed to share in the first six
months with $11,732 USD to help subsi-
dize the first 20 people.

Addiction Program - The Priests in Misr
El Kadima help those who suffer from
addiction and truly want to help them-
selves by sending them to an Addiction
Program in Wadi Natroun. H.O.P.E. sole-
ly shares with them in this service and
was sponsoring three people every six
months and now is able to increase to six
people every six months. Each person
costs the equivalent of $1,389 per six
months of treatment.

Sewing Workshop — H.O.P.E. supports a
sewing workshop for backpacks to help
17 ladies to work in the workshop and 6
ladies that are homebound to work from
their houses.

Now that the start of the school season
is over, the workshop will start making
jeans for needy children for the Nativity.
By the help of many generous donors,
H.O.P.E. was able to provide three com-
mercial heavy-duty sewing machines for
jeans with $6,438 USD.

Elevator for Special Needs Center — A
new special needs center is being built in
a slum area close to Alexandria and is

still not completed. The current center is
in the building next door and has 24
males of different ages and different
levels of disabilities. The group attends a
Liturgy once a week in the new building
that is still under construction and since
they are still struggling to finish the
building, they carry those with physical
disabilities up four levels of stairs. By
the grace of God, H.O.P.E. was able to
donate $8,940 USD to install an elevator.

Roofs in El Gabel El Gharabi — This vil-
lage is very poor. Many of the ceilings
were made from straw or wood and
deteriorated and are wide open. Dona-
tions were made to construct 17 roofs
with metal rods and concrete. Each roof
is $840 USD.

St. Samuel Monastery Bus Attack —
H.O.P.E. opened a relief fund to assist
the wounded and families of the martyrs
and to aid the area to prevent this type
of cruel attack from taking place again.

Medical Cases — 16 medical cases in
Egypt and 1 medical case in the U.S.
were helped this quarter. The medical
case in the U.S. came from Egypt to have
two major surgeries to reconstruct her
face as she was born with a severe ab-
normality that could not be repaired
properly in Egypt. The now 17-year-old
girl was born with her brain protruding
from her skull. This caused lots of physi-
cal damage and distortion to her head
and face. By the support of many people,
she was able to get the two reconstruc-
tive surgeries that will improve her phys-
ical and emotional well being, God will-
ing. H.O.P.E. sponsored one of the two
surgeries with $14,805 USD.

Small Projects — A request was received
to help fund a group of small projects/
businesses in the poor diocese of
Abanoub, Elfath and New Assiout that
includes seven villages. The seven pro-
jects that were started were either ani-
mal projects, driving tok toks or sewing
projects totaling $9,722 USD. The fami-
lies that start the business will return a
certain amount of money to the church
and then the church will in turn give
money to other families to help them get
started in a small business and the cycle
will continue.



Top Left: Florida Thanksgiving Convention 2018 (Rev. Fr. Angelos Bishara)
Top Right: Theological Seminary TSP Graduation, Class of 2018

Bottom Left: College Summer Convention 2018 (H.G. Bishop Saraphim & Rev. Fr. Maurice Ibrahim)

Bottom Right: LEAD Conference 2018 (Rev. Fr. Tadros Hermina)

H.O.P.E. (Continued)

Nurse Assistant Training
Program - This year eleven
nursing students were
sponsored by H.O.P.E.
Each student costs $1,000
per six months (accelerated
program) or per year. This
program  trains  mainly
young women from all over
Egypt to become “Servant
Nurses” like St. Verena
after which the program is
named.

Needy Marriages — This
quarter five needy marriag-
es were helped with $500
each marriage.

Reading Glasses — Thanks
to a generous donor, 79
pairs of reading glasses
were distributed to needy
diabetic patients and nurs-
ing students in Egypt.

“l am the Good Shepherd”
(Jn 10:11)

H.O.P.E.
Help Other People Excel

Your donations are much needed,
greatly appreciated,
and tax deductible.

Upcoming Events

Pre-Marital Retreat
TX: Nov 8-10, 2019
FL:Jan 11-13, 2019
GA: May 17-19, 2019
TN: (Arabic) TBA

St. Athanasius Parenting Conference
Jan 25-26, 2019

OCCM Mission to Zambia
May 13-29, 2019

Archangel Raphael Ministry A.R.M.
Special Needs Convention Jul 17—
21, 2109

SUS Mission Experience
UGANDA 2019

Jun 14-28, 2019
Registration Opens

Jan 21, 2019

AMPLIFY Conference

Graduates
Oct2019

DIOCESE RESOURCES

Arabic Corner

Audio

Bible Study

Coptic Reader

Children's Corner
Deacons

Evangelism & Apologetics
Evangelism Pamphlets
Interesting Facts
Literature

Priests Corner

Questions & Answers
Reading Recommended
Servants Guide

Sunday School Curriculum
Sunday School Curriculum for Special
Needs (AGAPE)

Youth Corner

DIOCESE APPS

Bishop Youssef App
Coptic Reader


http://www.suscopts.org/arabic/
http://www.suscopts.org/resources/audio/
http://www.suscopts.org/resources/bible-study/
http://www.suscopts.org/coptic-reader/
http://www.suscopts.org/children-corner/
http://www.suscopts.org/deacons/index.shtml
http://boldcopt.org/
http://www.suscopts.org/evangelism/mclass.html
http://www.suscopts.org/resources/interesting-facts/
http://www.suscopts.org/resources/literature/
http://www.suscopts.org/resources/priestscorner/
http://www.suscopts.org/resources/questions-answers/
http://www.suscopts.org/resources/recommended-reading/
http://www.suscopts.org/servantsguide/
http://www.suscopts.org/ssc/
https://www.suscopts.org/ssc/ese-sunday-school-orientation/
https://www.suscopts.org/ssc/ese-sunday-school-orientation/
http://www.suscopts.org/resources/youth-corner/
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Joyous Nativity Feast 2019

SUS Diocese Pilgrimage 2018
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“I am the Good Shepherd”
(Jn 10:11)

H.O.P.E.
Help Other People Excel

SUS DIOCESE NEWSLETTER

https://suscopts.or
http://www.bishopyoussefministry.com

https://www.youtube.com/c/BishopYoussef SUSCopts
https://soundcloud.com/his-grace-bishop-youssef
https://twitter.com/suscopts/
https://www.facebook.com/suscopts
https://www.instagram.com/suscopts/
http://www.suscopts.org/rss-feed/
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