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IntroductionIntroduction

 In chapter two, St. Paul explained how his longing to them and In chapter two, St. Paul explained how his longing to them and 
how he tried to visit them more than once but Satan hindered how he tried to visit them more than once but Satan hindered 
himhim

 In this chapter St Paul clarified to them why He sent TimothyIn this chapter St Paul clarified to them why He sent Timothy In this chapter St. Paul clarified to them why He sent TimothyIn this chapter St. Paul clarified to them why He sent Timothy
 Also he shared with them Timothy’s report and how it brought Also he shared with them Timothy’s report and how it brought 

joy to his heartjoy to his heart
 He concluded the chapter by praying for himself and for them tooHe concluded the chapter by praying for himself and for them too



Timothy’s Visit (3:1-5)Timothy s Visit (3:1-5)

 St. Paul could not endure knowing that his children are under St. Paul could not endure knowing that his children are under 
persecution without supporting thempersecution without supporting them

 He wanted to visit them by himself but could notHe wanted to visit them by himself but could not
 He sent Timothy to know their faith and also to support themHe sent Timothy to know their faith and also to support them He sent Timothy to know their faith and also to support themHe sent Timothy to know their faith and also to support them
 This means that he would be left alone in Athens without a This means that he would be left alone in Athens without a 

brother, a minister of God, and fellow laborer in the gospel of brother, a minister of God, and fellow laborer in the gospel of 
ChristChrist



Timothy’s Visit (3:1-5)Timothy s Visit (3:1-5)

 This reflects St. Paul’s humbleness and love for both Timothy This reflects St. Paul’s humbleness and love for both Timothy 
and the Thessaloniansand the Thessalonians

 St. Paul is concerned about their faith, so if the doctrine of “once St. Paul is concerned about their faith, so if the doctrine of “once 
saved always saved” is true why St Paul is concerned here!saved always saved” is true why St Paul is concerned here!saved, always saved  is true, why St. Paul is concerned here!saved, always saved  is true, why St. Paul is concerned here!

 Suffering may shaken our faithSuffering may shaken our faith
 Suffering can be a good opportunity for Satan to tempt usSuffering can be a good opportunity for Satan to tempt us
 It can make the labor of the servants be in vainIt can make the labor of the servants be in vain



Timothy’s Visit (3:1-5)Timothy s Visit (3:1-5)

 So the church should prepare her children for sufferingSo the church should prepare her children for suffering
 Also we should expect sufferingsAlso we should expect sufferings
 And we need to be concerned about one another and to support And we need to be concerned about one another and to support 

one another during the time of afflictionsone another during the time of afflictionsone another during the time of afflictionsone another during the time of afflictions
 The church also should establish and encourage her children The church also should establish and encourage her children 

during the time of sufferingsduring the time of sufferings
 See St. Paul’s heart how he could not endure itSee St. Paul’s heart how he could not endure it



Timothy’s Report (3:6-11)Timothy s Report (3:6-11)

 Timothy’s report included:Timothy’s report included:
 Their love and faithTheir love and faith
 Good remembrance of St. PaulGood remembrance of St. Paul
 Th i d i t hi h d i t thTh i d i t hi h d i t th Their desire to see him as he desires to see themTheir desire to see him as he desires to see them

 St. Paul’s reaction to the report:St. Paul’s reaction to the report:
Was comforted and joyful in his afflictionWas comforted and joyful in his afflictionWas comforted and joyful in his afflictionWas comforted and joyful in his affliction
He felt alive because of their steadfastnessHe felt alive because of their steadfastness



Timothy’s Report (3:6-11)Timothy s Report (3:6-11)

 Poured himself in thanksgiving on their behalf before God (he Poured himself in thanksgiving on their behalf before God (he 
did not give credit to himself)did not give credit to himself)

 Prayed without ceasing and exceedingly to see them and Prayed without ceasing and exceedingly to see them and 
perfect what is lacking in their faithperfect what is lacking in their faithperfect what is lacking in their faithperfect what is lacking in their faith

 May be St. Paul did not explain to them before the Christian May be St. Paul did not explain to them before the Christian 
perspective of death and after death, so he will address this in perspective of death and after death, so he will address this in 
chapter 4chapter 4

 Satan hindered him, but God would direct his way to themSatan hindered him, but God would direct his way to them



St Paul’s Prayer (3:12-13)St. Paul s Prayer (3:12-13)

 He is praying for their growthHe is praying for their growth
 This cannot be done without GodThis cannot be done without God
 The main area for growth is loveThe main area for growth is love
 L t th d l t llL t th d l t ll Love to one another and also to allLove to one another and also to all
 They have the example of St. Paul’s love for themThey have the example of St. Paul’s love for them
 There is always a room for increasing and aboundingThere is always a room for increasing and abounding There is always a room for increasing and aboundingThere is always a room for increasing and abounding
 Love is needed especially during hardshipsLove is needed especially during hardships



St Paul’s Prayer (3:12-13)St. Paul s Prayer (3:12-13)

 It is very important that when we are judged by God in last day It is very important that when we are judged by God in last day 
in the second coming of the Lord to be blameless and in holinessin the second coming of the Lord to be blameless and in holiness

 When we grow in love, our hearts will be established blameless in When we grow in love, our hearts will be established blameless in 
holinessholinessholinessholiness

 The whole bible can be summarized in one word “love”The whole bible can be summarized in one word “love”
 The Lord will come with his saints from the angels and the The Lord will come with his saints from the angels and the 

humanshumans



ConclusionConclusion

 Why did St. Paul send Timothy? Why did St. Paul send Timothy? 
 What can happens to the believers because of sufferings?What can happens to the believers because of sufferings?
 What is the church role regarding suffering?What is the church role regarding suffering?
 H b f j d f t t i it lH b f j d f t t i it l How can be come a source of joy and comfort to our spiritual How can be come a source of joy and comfort to our spiritual 

fathers?fathers?
 For what did St. Paul pray concerning the Thessalonians?For what did St. Paul pray concerning the Thessalonians?p y gp y g
 What do we need to be blameless in the last day?What do we need to be blameless in the last day?


