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IntroductionIntroduction 

 Hebrews 2:17 refers to Christ as a priestHebrews 2:17 refers to Christ as a priest
 Hebrews 4:14 focuses on Christ as our High PriestHebrews 4:14 focuses on Christ as our High Priest
 Hebrews 5:6 quotes Psalm 110:4, and describes Christ's Hebrews 5:6 quotes Psalm 110:4, and describes Christ's 

priesthood after the order of Melchizedekpriesthood after the order of Melchizedekpriesthood after the order of Melchizedekpriesthood after the order of Melchizedek
 Hebrews 7 explains what is meant by a priest according to the Hebrews 7 explains what is meant by a priest according to the 

order of Melchizedekorder of Melchizedek



Melchizedek The High Priest
(7:1-10)

 The story of Abraham and Melchizedek is found in Genesis 14:17The story of Abraham and Melchizedek is found in Genesis 14:17--
20202020

 Melchizedek was both king and priestMelchizedek was both king and priest
 King of Salem (Genesis 14:18) is Jerusalem although some say it King of Salem (Genesis 14:18) is Jerusalem although some say it 

i Sh hi Sh his Shechemis Shechem



Melchizedek The High Priest
(7:1-10)

 Melchizedek means “Melchizedek means “King of righteousnessKing of righteousness.”.”
 Salem means Salem means peacepeace, (king of peace), (king of peace)
 The Lord Jesus is the king of The Lord Jesus is the king of peacepeace and the king of and the king of righteousnessrighteousness
 Th i tl l f M l hi d k h i it Ab hTh i tl l f M l hi d k h i it Ab h The priestly role of Melchizedek shows superiority over AbrahamThe priestly role of Melchizedek shows superiority over Abraham



Melchizedek The High Priest
(7:1-10)

 The priestly role of Melchizedek appeared in:The priestly role of Melchizedek appeared in:
 Blessing AbrahamBlessing Abraham
 Offering Bread and WineOffering Bread and Wine
 R i i th tith f Ab hR i i th tith f Ab h Receiving the tithes from AbrahamReceiving the tithes from Abraham

 V. 3 is not a literal verse but typologicalV. 3 is not a literal verse but typological



Melchizedek The High Priest
(7:1-10)

 The Scripture did not mention anything about the genealogy and The Scripture did not mention anything about the genealogy and 
the age of Melchizedekthe age of Melchizedek

 Why? Especially if compared with the genealogy of AaronWhy? Especially if compared with the genealogy of Aaron
 Because he was made like the Son of God who has eternalBecause he was made like the Son of God who has eternal Because he was made like the Son of God who has eternal Because he was made like the Son of God who has eternal 

relationship with the Fatherrelationship with the Father



Melchizedek The High Priest
(7:1-10)

 Melchizedek was a very unusual priestMelchizedek was a very unusual priest
 He did not inherit his priesthoodHe did not inherit his priesthood
 It was given to him by It was given to him by appointment from Godappointment from God (as Christ)(as Christ)
 Th S i t did t ti th b i i d f hiTh S i t did t ti th b i i d f hi The Scripture did not mention the beginning or end of his The Scripture did not mention the beginning or end of his 

priesthoodpriesthood
 His priesthood continues on foreverHis priesthood continues on foreverpp



Melchizedek The High Priest
(7:1-10)

 Superiority of Melchizedek’s priesthood over the priesthood of Superiority of Melchizedek’s priesthood over the priesthood of 
AaronAaron

 Abraham who is the father of Aaron:Abraham who is the father of Aaron:
 Paid a tithe to MelchizedekPaid a tithe to Melchizedek Paid a tithe to Melchizedek Paid a tithe to Melchizedek 
Was blessed by MelchizedekWas blessed by Melchizedek

 Melchizedek’s genealogy is not derived from themMelchizedek’s genealogy is not derived from themg gyg gy



Melchizedek The High Priest
(7:1-10)

 Melchizedek's is an Melchizedek's is an enduring priesthood while the Levitical enduring priesthood while the Levitical 
i th d i t it i th d (V 8)i th d i t it i th d (V 8)priesthood is a transitory priesthood (V. 8)priesthood is a transitory priesthood (V. 8)

 Melchizedek is superior to Abraham, the father of AaronMelchizedek is superior to Abraham, the father of Aaron
 Christ who is a priest according to the order of Melchizedek is Christ who is a priest according to the order of Melchizedek is 

superior to Aaronsuperior to Aaron



The Eternal Priesthood of 
Christ (7:11-25)

 Speaking of a priesthood according to the order of Melchizedek Speaking of a priesthood according to the order of Melchizedek 
(Psalm 110:4) means that the Levitical priesthood was(Psalm 110:4) means that the Levitical priesthood was deficientdeficient(Psalm 110:4) means that the Levitical priesthood was (Psalm 110:4) means that the Levitical priesthood was deficientdeficient

 Again perfection in V.11 means to fulfill the purposeAgain perfection in V.11 means to fulfill the purpose
 Since the Levitical priesthood was described in the Law of the Since the Levitical priesthood was described in the Law of the 

Old T t t i th d ill i lOld T t t i th d ill i lOld Testament, a new priesthood will require a new lawOld Testament, a new priesthood will require a new law



The Eternal Priesthood of 
Christ (7:11-25)

 Since Jesus was not from the descendants of Aaron, then His Since Jesus was not from the descendants of Aaron, then His 
i th d i diff ti th d i diff tpriesthood is differentpriesthood is different

 “Who has come not according to the “Who has come not according to the lawlaw of a of a fleshlyfleshly
commandmentcommandment, but according to the , but according to the powerpower of an of an endlessendless lifelife” V. ” V. 
16161616

 The basis of Christ’s priesthood is His resurrection V. 16The basis of Christ’s priesthood is His resurrection V. 16



The Eternal Priesthood of 
Christ (7:11-25)

 The former commandment that is annulled because of its The former commandment that is annulled because of its 
k dk d fit bl th l l b i b hi hfit bl th l l b i b hi hweakness and unweakness and un--profitableness was the legal basis by which one profitableness was the legal basis by which one 

became a priestbecame a priest
 That portion of the Law failed to accomplish God's goal (to draw That portion of the Law failed to accomplish God's goal (to draw 

t Hi ) b t thi li h d b Ch i t’ tit Hi ) b t thi li h d b Ch i t’ tinear to Him) but this was accomplished by Christ’s resurrectionnear to Him) but this was accomplished by Christ’s resurrection



The Eternal Priesthood of 
Christ (7:11-25)

 God had sworn that Christ would be a priest forever (Psalm God had sworn that Christ would be a priest forever (Psalm 
110:4)110:4)110:4)110:4)

 Christ's priesthood is effective and will remain effective because Christ's priesthood is effective and will remain effective because 
God has God has sworn itsworn it

 Thus in Christ’s priesthood there is a greater assurance than in Thus in Christ’s priesthood there is a greater assurance than in 
Jewish priesthood (surety of a better covenant)Jewish priesthood (surety of a better covenant)



The Eternal Priesthood of 
Christ (7:11-25)

 The Levitical priests were The Levitical priests were mortalmortal but Christ is but Christ is alive foreveralive forever
(unchangeable priesthood)(unchangeable priesthood)

 The superior priesthood of Christ provides The superior priesthood of Christ provides an eternal and an eternal and 
ultimate salvationultimate salvationultimate salvationultimate salvation



The Ultimate Uniqueness of 
Christ (7:26-28)

 Morally, He is harmless which means “Morally, He is harmless which means “without evilwithout evil””
 Religiously, He is undefiled which means “Religiously, He is undefiled which means “nothing impurenothing impure

attached itself to Him”attached itself to Him”
 He is separated from sinners:He is separated from sinners:

 Because of His sinless perfectionBecause of His sinless perfection
 By His ascension and thus He has become higher than the By His ascension and thus He has become higher than the 

heavensheavensheavensheavens



The Ultimate Uniqueness of 
Christ (7:26-28)

 He has no necessity to offer sacrifices day by day because:He has no necessity to offer sacrifices day by day because:
He is sinlessHe is sinless
He offered Himself (a perfect sacrifice) once for all (people and He offered Himself (a perfect sacrifice) once for all (people and 

time)time)
 The necessity of repetition has disappeared because the perfect The necessity of repetition has disappeared because the perfect 

high priest (high priest (ChristChrist) offered the perfect sacrifice () offered the perfect sacrifice (HimselfHimself))



Ultimate Uniqueness of Christ 
(7:26-28)

ChristChrist Levitical PriestsLevitical Priests

Appointed by an oathAppointed by an oath Appointed by the lawAppointed by the law

Son of God who became manSon of God who became man MenMen

Has been perfected Has been perfected 
(accomplished the will of the (accomplished the will of the 

Father)Father)

Have weaknessHave weakness

Father)Father)

ForeverForever TemporaryTemporary



ConclusionConclusion

 Why is the Lord Jesus the surety of a better covenant?Why is the Lord Jesus the surety of a better covenant?

 Why is the Lord Jesus able to save people to the uttermost?Why is the Lord Jesus able to save people to the uttermost?

 What is the essential function of a priest?What is the essential function of a priest?

 H i th L d J d ib d i 26?H i th L d J d ib d i 26? How is the Lord Jesus described in verse 26? How is the Lord Jesus described in verse 26? 

 How does the Lord Jesus differ from human high priests?How does the Lord Jesus differ from human high priests?g pg p


