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KX

PREFACE

The Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southemited States, under the auspices of His Grace
Bishop Youssef, felt the pressing need for a modified Sunday School Curriculum which would be
better suited to address the problems and issues facing children both in America and the lands of
immigration. Thertore, the efforts and time of many faithful servants have been dedicated to modify
and improve the presently used English translation of the syllabus published by the Youth Services
Committee of the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate. This has resulted inlithi@agion of many
existing lessons from this syllabus and the substitution with new lessons that are more appropriate for
our youth in American society. These additional lessons give greater consideration to the differences
in quality of life, educationmedia influence, cultural differences and the surrounding diversity of
beliefs between Egyptian society and that of the west

We pray that God may bless this work for the spiritual growth of our children in the immigration
countries. We also thank His @mBishop Youssef for his continued support, prayers and motivating
guidance in this service.

May God reward every servant who offered time and effort toward the completion of this Sunday
School Curriculum.

AThus Far The Lord Has Hel ped
(1 Samuel 7:12)
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INTRODUCTION

This grade 6 Sunday school curriculum has been modified by substituting 25 lessons from the
previous curriculum published by the Youth Service Committee of the Coptic Orthodox Patriatchate
with newlessons that are suitable for the youth in America. The order of the lessons has also been
changed to follow the major events in the church. This resulted in the following order assuming the
starting date is the first week after the Coptic New Year catielor (El Nayrouze) on September 11:

- 3 lessons for the month of September
- 4 lessons for the months of October through January

- Variable number of filler lessons for the period between the beginning of February and
Jonahodos fast.

- 2lessons, one beforeandkeon af t er Jonahds fast
- 7 lessons during the Great Fast
- T7lessons for the period between Easter and the Feast of the Pentecost

- Variabl e number of filler |l essons bet ween
Feast

- 3lessons for the remainder of July aftet he Apostl esd Feast
- 4 lessons for August
- 1 lesson for the first week of September

Please note that filler lessons can also be used for the occasional fifth Sunday in any month. These
filler lessons are in the beginning of the book and it is preferbbtahey be used in sequence for the
sake of unity in all the churches.

The question that faces the child at this age
age are always designed to help the student to know himself and form his relptisitisithe Lord
Jesus. The child asks more questions about the meaning and the reasons behind the faith. He needs
clear, simple and convincing answers. So the Servant of such child must note that:

1. The personality of the child before him is the most imgdrsources of the lesson. Through
discussion, the child can find himself and react to the Lord Jesus.

2. The Servant must be concerned with establishing the habits of worship, spiritual activity such
as prayer, Bible study, confession, communion and the nlatebook.

3. The Servant should give due care to the chil

It is advisable that the Servant should give his children some other books and stories to read.
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The Servanto6s i nter es handthe spiret of his dedicationcconstitute the n d
basis of his service. Every Servant must prepare his lessons well. This Curriculum, together with the
Book, AHow to serve the El ementary Stageo i s

lessons. e Servant has to make use of it as the need arises, but not to depend entirely on it. After
all, this can still be considered as a preliminary modified curriculum for grade 6 that will require your
feedback as a servant in order to continue the improviepnecess. Any inquiries or comments can

be forwarded t@sc@suscopts.org
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FILLER LESSONS

These lessons are to be used for the fifth Sunday in a month and to fill the empty weeks due
to the changing date of the Resurrection Feast.

1. Repentance: Mosedh& Black

2. Endurance and Patience: Job

3. Serving Others: The Good Samaritan

4. St. Marina
5. Receiving Holy Communion
6. The Book of Tobias

7. Joseph in Egypt

FILLER LESSONS 1
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1- Repentance: Moses the Black

Objective
x Repentance and returning to God

Memory Verse

x AReturndtdé me)lameturn to youo (Malachi 3:7)
References

x AThe Precious Gemo (Al Khareeda Al Naf eessa)

x AiThe fifth generation: The Story of the Copt

x ASt . Moses the Blacko The&e8 Paradise of the Mo

Introduction

What is r@pentance? It is when we realize we have done something wrong, and then we ask for
Goddéds forgiveness and determine not to do it a
who was an unbeliever, adulterer and apostate and turned him into a fa#r@grda and a priest who
laid rules for monks, and whose name is mentioned on the altars and his body is buried in Al
Baramus Monastery in Egypt.

Lesson Outlines

Today we are going to hear about a saint whose reputation is not good but the strangehhtng i
he became a saint and his name is mentioned in the mass. This holy man is Moses the Black. He was
an Ethiopiané he was tallé a mighty murderer.
names, eat the meat of a whole lamb each meal arldadbarrel of wine. He was a slave. His master
dismissed him because of his bad conduct.

He gathered a band of about seventy men of robbers around him. He worshipped the Sun and used

to say to it, Alf you are god tt ehel kmeo w .y ocaunod. OF
heard his prayer. A voice from heaven said to &
Me 0O . He held his sword and quickly went into th

x Who can remember the names of the saints who lived in the wilderhéssitus,
Domadius, Macarius and Isothorus the priest.

When Priest Isothorus saw Moses, he was afraid. He made the sign of the cross. He had heard of

Moses the Black and his gang. The monks wused t
want you tot e | | me who God i so. The priest was surpr
sai d, AWhat made you come here?0 Moses told him

and prayed for Moses... He lifted up his eyes and found Moses weepiacknew that those were

2 FILLER LESSONS
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tears of repentance. He rejoiced and sai d, A W
wi cked deeds. |l want the Lord to accept meo
Lord will acceptyouasthekod says: Return to me and | wil/|

x  What is the name of the priest of the wilderness?

x Describe his stature and his clothes.

x  Why was Moses weeping?

x Say the verse: Return to meé

Moses bowed to the ground before the priest and confesseddlswily. He wept bitterly. Anba
Isothorus saw a plank in the sky full of black writing (the sins of Moses) and the angel of the Lord
cleaned the plank till it became white and clean. The priest sent him to Anba Macarius after praying
for him... Anba Macaus was very pleased with him. He taught him, guided him, baptized him and
he became Christian. He sent him back to pri
(What are these clothes like?). He advised him to stay in the wilderness to stouaglevorship and
read the Bible... He quickly progressed in grace till he became a saint and he had disciples of monks
and he guided them. The church commemorates his martyrdom on'tieé Bdunah. His body is
buried in AFBaramus Monastery. The bl@sgs of his prayers be with us. Amen.

X

Tell the story of St. Mosesd6 repentance.
How did he face his end?

Where is his body now?

Let us repeat the verse: Return to meé

X

X

X

Conclusion

x Note that the voice did not <come ¢Etstmayerhea
and deep desire to know the True God.

x Show that the Lord accepts sinners whatever their sin is.

Applications

x Read the Holy Bible regularly ...Pray all the time... Treat your parent, your brothers and your
colleagues well.

x Relate the story to yoyarents.

FILLER LESSONS 3
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2- Endurance and Patience: Job

Objective
x To learn to be patient and have endurance

Memory Verse
x iLet patience have its perfect worko (James

References

x  The Book of Job

x Al nterpretation of the Book of Jobdo Sporting
x AStories amrd HodlyeB8i fon em tPmrt 10, Beirut

Introduction
x Review the previous lesson with the students.
x How would you feel when you are ill and in trouble?

x  Would you murmur against the Lord? Would your heart turn away from Him? Or would you
submit to Him and endure yosuffering?

x Do you feel that the Lord will deliver you from your pains and that His love for you will make
your problems bearable and endurable?

Lesson Outlines

Use means of illustration such as films, a magic lantern, etc. to show scenes from the X&ibry of
will have a great effect.

Job was an upright and straight man before the Lord. He had seven sons and three daughters. He
owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, one thousand head of cattle and five hundred
donkeys. He also had a large number s er vants. Jobé6és sons used to
which all the others would come.

The Lord praised Job and his faithfulness, but Satan said that Job was faithful to the Lord because
he was rich. The Lord allowed Satan to take all windt had. News came to him that his cattle had
been taken away, his servants had been killed, and all his sheep and camels had been killed. News
came to him later that the house was blown down and his sons and daughters were killed. Job said,
AfThe Loamd gtabvee Lord has taken away, blessed be
sin.

The Lord allowed Satan again to hurt his body but not to hurt his life. Then Satan made sores
break out all over Jobds body Hisrheac Jdablsa anomglthe o f

ashes. Then his wife said to him, ADo you stil!/
said to her, AYou speak as one of the foolish w
of God, and shallwenotred ve evi |l ?0

4 FILLER LESSONS
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Jobds three friends came to condole with hit

the storm, the Lord answered Job and spoke t
wisdom with your i gnor an tashamedng ally havesaiddaed&pentlio b
dust and asheso. Job submitted himself compl
weakness. The Lord said to Jobb6s friends, ATa
a sacrifice for yoursees. Job will pray for you and | will answer his prayer and not disgrace you as
you deserve. You did not speak the truth abot

condition with evergreater prosperity than before. Job owned 14,000 she@@) 6amels, 3,000
head of cattle and 1,000 donkeys. He was the father of seven sons and three daughters. Job lived 14
years after this, long enough to see his grandchildren andgyesstchildren, four generations.

x  Why did the Lord allow Job to be tenegit?
x How did the Lord reward Job?

x Let us repeat together: Let patience haveé

Conclusion

x Servant draws the childrends attention to
weakness or |l aziness, but it mwoskaw stauggle.mi s s

x The Servant and the children contemplate the following emotional situations, concentrating
on the positive aspects: Job lives in peace with his family. Calamities afflict him. Job is
afflicted with loathsome sores from the sole of histf® the crown of his head. His wife
deserts him. His friends annoy him with their words. In the end, he attains the crown of
righteousness for his patience and steadfast love.

x  The Servant should explain that the Lord did not allow Job to be tested bel&ssw that
temptation for Job was like fire to incense or perfumes the smell of which will spread and the

Lorddés name will be glorified.
Applications
x Read the story of the Good Samaritan at home (Luke 43¥B@nd bring the Gospel with you
next week.
Recitation

x The children begin to study the | ast part
x  Children use this part in their prayers regularly

FILLER LESSONS 5
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3- Serving Others: The Good Samaritan

Objective
x Urge the children and encourage them to love people dpdhen.

Memory Verse

AWhen He saw him, He had compassion on himo (L
AYou shall |l ove your neighbor as yourselfo ( Ma
References

x  Luke 10:3037

Introduction
x  Christian life does not know selfishness nor self love.
x  Christian life always seahes for others to help and assist them.

x Let us ask ourselves, to what extent did we apply this motto in the past? What were the
obstacles that we faced?

x Read Ephesians 4:32 and Matthew 25:40.

Introduction
The Story in Pictures:

You can teach the parabléthe Good Samaritan on a blackboard. Draw four square: In the first
square draw the road between Jerusalem and Jericho. Let Jerusalem appear in the upper corner of the
road, and Jericho in the lower corner of the square. Draw some palm trees nearnjeansale
Jericho. On the road, draw a man walking from Jerusalem to Jericho. In the second square, draw a
man falling down on the ground and five runaway robbers. In the third square, draw three men. Two
of them are keeping away from the rich man and the tman stands by him. In the fourth square
draw the inn and two dinariis (coins) (a line and a circle can stand for a man).

Lesson Outline

If a person insults you and you see him in difficulty, how will your feeling be towards him? Which
of them is better..someone you know but does not help you or a stranger who helps you? Which of
them is nearer to you indeed?

One day, a man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho. The robbers attacked him, stripped
him and beat him up, leaving him half dead (Jerusa®3D meters above the sea level while
Jericho is 276 meters below sea level so a man leaving Jerusalem for Jericho must go down). A priest
and a Levite were going down that road but when they saw the man, they walked on by, on the other
side. In spite otheir religious mission they did not help the man. But the Samaritan cared for the
wounded man although the Jews and the Samaritans were enemies. The Lord Christ advised the man
who asked him to follow the example of the Good Samaritan.

6 FILLER LESSONS
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Be careful. Do noemphasize the attitude of both the priest and the Levite lest the children should
have little respect for priests.

Conclusion

x  The wounds could be spiritual wounds and the wounded man is that who keeps away from the
church. Our service to him lies in guidihim and leading him to church and Sunday School.

Applications

x  The Servant encourages the children to perform a spiritual exercise in serving others such
as visiting some poor people.

x Ask some children to act the part of robbers, the wounded man, tisg¢ BresLevite, and
the Samaritan. Ask another child to read the story while the others act their parts.

x Draw a circle before the words that show the following:
1 I can be a good neighbor if | am: anglgving -kind -selfish-bold.
1 I can be a good neighbtw: a strangermy friends-a citizen-a lady-a boy.

x Who is my neighbor? Make use of the following words to give the answer: rvenoy-
with me-make.

FILLER LESSONS 7
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4- St. Marina

Objective
To teach the children how to:
x Live the life of purity and faith.
x Be able taecognize and face evil and overcome it.
x Endure all suffering for Gododés name
x Be the light that shines and turns many to righteousness.

Memory Verse

AfThose who a

re w
righteouse s s | i ke t he

hall shine |ike the brigt

S
t forever and evero (Dani e

i se s
star s

References
x Coptic Synaxarium
x  The Book of Saints

Introduction

The Coptic Church recognizes two saints by th
whom we celebrate her departure on th8 @6Misra. The other is St. Marina the martyr and the
subject of our lesson today. The church celebrates her martyrdom ori*tay28f Abib.

Lesson Outlines

St. Marina, the martyr, was born in Antioch in southern Asia Minor. Her parents were pagan.
When her mther died, her father sent her to be raised by a nanny. The nanny who was Christian
taught Marina many Christian virtues, not just by words but also by actions. She lived the true faith in
Jesus Christ. At the age of ewfto HetaeomgeddaChiistaa 6 s f
girl.

One day, St. Marina went out with her maiden servants, and on her way she passed by Lopharius,
the governor, who admired her much when he saw her. Lopharius ordered that she would be brought
to him. When Marina notickthat the soldiers were coming to take her to their governor, she started
praying and told the soldiers that she was Christian. The soldiers went back to the governor with this
news. When the governor heard that, he was troubled and vowed to changéefereller by
persuasion or by force. He commended the soldiers to bring her in front of him.

The governor asked her, AWhat is your name? And
Marina answered, AMy name is Marina from the ¢tr
The gover nor iass kedi,r GWH ? 0

Marina answer ed, AMy God is the Creator of heayv

8 FILLER LESSONS
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The governor asked, AThen, you believe in Jes

~

Marina answered, nl cal l upon His Holy nweme,
me from your atheism. o

Lopharius tried to persuade her by making her promises and promising to marry her, but she did
not heed him. When he could not convince her he ordered her body scraped with iron combs, then
rubbed with vinegar, salt and lime. Ngtheless she endured with patience. The soldiers cast her in
prison, thinking that she was about to die. Immediately the angel of the Lord came, and healed all her
wounds.

The next morning, the governor ordered her brought to him. When he saw thatssivelivhe
marvel ed much, and told her AMar i na, your S0
wor ship the gods and much good would be for
contempt and said, Al wo r af the Lpving God, thé God df hehverssu s
and eartho. The governor ordered her tied to
did so, and then cast her in prison.

In prison the devil appeared to her sitting in the left corner of her cell wathrms around his
knees. He said to her, AO Mari na, obey the gc¢
wi shes to erase your name from the face of
Immediately she caught him by his hair and sthtieating him. Then she bound him with the sign of
the cross, not to depart from before her until he told her all about what he does to human race. The

devi l answer ed, il put in their heart s oaHat K i
they become bl ind, and wondét see the nature o
steer sleep and | aziness against hi m, so he

Marina straightaway expelled him.

The governor antiis soldiers continued the torture; they brought a vessel full of water to drown
her. When they did so, she asked the Lord to make this a baptism for her for till now she was not
baptized. The Lord sent His angel in the form of a dove. She immersed verbe water three
ti mes saying Aln the name of the Father and t
from heaven called her and said, nO Marina vy
rejoiced exceedingly and all those who wemesent heard what had happened. Many of them
believed and the governor ordered they all be put to the sword. Afterwards the governor ordered the
soldiers to behead her. But the executioner s
Christ . 0 Then Marina begged him to carry out t heg

The Lord had manifested from her body many signs and healing miracles. May the prayers and the
supplications of this great martyr St. Marina be with us all. Amen

Conclusion/ Questions

x Notice how St. Marina turned many by her steadfastness in the Lord. Does our behavior show
our Christianity?

Where was St. Marina born?

Who taught Marina about Christianity?
How old was Marina when her father died?
Why did the goveror torture St. Marina?

X X X X

FILLER LESSONS 9
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Applications

x Show an icon or a picture of St. Marina. Notice her holding the cross with one hand and
binding the devil with the other.

x How did St. Marina overcome the devil?

10 FILLER LESSONS
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5- Receiving Holy Communion

Objective
x  Standing firmin Christ

Memory Verse
AHe who eats My flesh and drinks My blood ab

References
x John 6

Introduction
x What does fian ecclesiastical Sacrament 0 me
x How many sacraments are there? Mention the
x What are the conditions fdine fulfillment of the sacrament?
x What are the conditions of the lawful confession?
x  When did the Lord establish the Sacrament of Communion?

Lesson Outlines

The Lord Jesus established this Holy Sacrament for us in the nighs glassions (on Maundy
Thursday) whenHe held the Bread in His pure, spotless and undefiled hands, gave thanks and
blessed it, and He broke It and gave It to His saintly Disciples saying: Take and eat of It you all for
this is My Body... So too with the Chalice... He gave thanks ané ¢ also to them saying: Take
and drink of it, you all for this is My Blood of the New Covenant which is shed for you and for many

ot her s. 't is given for #£28.e remission or sins
This Sacrament is necessary for Salvation. The LorasHeém f sai d t o us, ATr u
unless you eat the flesh of the Sonof manand dtinls bl ood, you have no |
He said AHe who eats... 0 Let us repeat toget

In practicing this Sacrament and blys sa/ings to us, our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us that the
bread and wine after being sanctified turn into His Body and Blood. When we receive the Holy
Communion, we receive the Body and Blood of Christ in the form of bread and wine. That is why
believers shdd be prepared before they receive communion:

They should purify their conscience through true repentance and confession to a priest.
They should start fasting in the middle of the night.

They should wash their body and put on clean clothes.

They should pay with faith before and after receiving Communion.

X X X X

FILLER LESSONS 11
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Conclusion/Questions
x  What are the bases of the Sacrament of Communion? When? How?
x What are the conditions for receiving the Holy Communion?
x  What do bread and wine turn into after being consecrated?

Applications
x Let the children write the previous questions in their notebooks and answer them at home.
x Make sure that the whole class receives communion regularly and record it in their diary.
x Read Genesis 22.

12 FILLER LESSONS
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6 - The Book of Tobias

Objective
x To introduce thetudents to the second canonical book (Apocrypha)
x To learn the story of Tobias

X To learn that the solutions to our problems always come from God.

Memory Verse

ALet us pray today, tomorrow and after tomo
(Tobias 8:14)

References
x  The canonical books
x Interpretation of the book of Tobias (Al Baramus Monastery)

Introduction

There are 9 books in the Bible recognized by our orthodox church but are not included in the
usually used protestant Bibles, which are widelgilable. These books are included in the Bibles
printed by our church or the Catholic Church. These books are:

x Tobias (14 Chapters)

Yahodet (16 Chapters)

The remainder of Esther (Chapters1if)

The wisdom of Solomon (19 Chapters)

Joshua the Son of Sira¢kl Chapters)

The prophecy of Paroak (6 chapters)

The remainder of the book of Daniel (chapters 13 and 14)
The first Makabeen (Chapters)

The second Makabeen (15 Chapters)

X X X X X X X X

This lesson will focus on the book and story of Tobias. The name Tobias meanskiod e
book of Tobias is placed after the book of Nehemiah in the Orthodox Bible.

Lesson Outlines

The events of this book falls in an environment that is similar to a great extent to what happened to
our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Betweenéwesd f ami | i es the first
in Nineveh, and the second was family living in Iraq (or Iran now).
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The book was written in thé"entury B.C. and they have different opinions about who wrote it
whether Tobias the dad or the son butiTegbos t he son occupies the major

The name Tobias is a Hebrew name meaning the good or the kind from the tribe of Tobias. The
father was a righteous man lived during the exile of Babylon and he stood fast to loving the poor and
having compassionate towards them.

He got married to a girl from his tribe her name was Hannah and they lived in Nineveh. God
granted them their only son Tobias and they raised him in the fear of God and a lot of good virtues.

One day the father felt asleeptive back yard of his country house in hot day while his face was
not covered and it happened that a bird passed over his head and rested on the wall over him and let
its droppings over his eye leaving him blind. He visited a lot of physicians to curedrenthey let
him use a lot of anointments but unfortunately none of them helped. He became so sad and
di sappointed especially when he found himself n

He started to raise a lot of prayers to God ¢althim and he thought that God gave him this
temptation as a punishment to something that he did wrong. But as for a spiritual man he turns to God
on the time of troubles or temptation.

One day he remembered that he left certain amount of money withf dne @latives and he
thought of sending his son to get this money back. They were in need of this money, especially after
his wife started working cleaning people houses. So he called his son and talked to him about this
issue and advised him to find anspanion for him in this trip and start to go and retrieve this money

back and share part of it with almsgiving. He t
for you is to get married to a lady from your tribe to receive the blessings an@adayultiply your
sons | i ke your forefathers Abraham, Isaac and J

He agreed to what his father asked him to do and he went out to find him someone that knows the
way to this manés house and get t he money bac
conversation asking who you are and where are you from he learned that he was one of the Israelites
the people of God and he is aware of the way to that city he is heading to. He felt happy and comfort
to meet him and he asked him to go with him becaasgkded to introduce him to his dad so he can
feel comfort too.

When they both returned back to him they greeted him and he gave them back the peace greeting
and he asked the dad if he is doing good and he replied sadly how come when | lost my vision and
my sight. So the man smiled at him and told him

They both greeted the mom and dad and went on their way to the city. After a while when they felt
hungry they went fishing and a big cod came out of the water. The man told Tobias e& fram
its meat during the journey but you have to save its heart and gallbladder and keep them aside
because they can cure. He obeyed without understanding but without arguing as well.

Later on he asked what o6s t hetcemesoutottiedeart cao h e
cast away any devil spirit from anybody while the gallbladder if it is wiped over the eye of a blind
person it can heal him, so it was a great hope in his spirit that he can help his dad with that.

When nighttime came they fodrthemselves tired so the man asked Tobias if they could spend
the night at a nearby house where Tobiasdé rel at

They spent the night at the house and the man told him that he is going to ask the father of the
house to give him Sarah his daugldera wife to Tobias. The father told them about her past stories
that sheds been married seven times before and
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groom dies because of the devil. So Tobias was scared when he heard that because hg sothe onl

to his parents and they need him around especially after the dad became sick. So the man told hin
dondt be afraid and raise a prayer to God the
Cod liver and heart when you go back home and bumkdt the censor. A very bad smelly smoke

will come out of it and this will cast away that devil who kills the groom every time.

After they got married, her dad was scared that this might happen to Tobias like the other men so
he sent his servants to prepar burial place for him in case it happens. But Tobias did as the man

commanded him and all the family rejoiced tha
seven more days. After the ceremony, he went to complete his journey and got thévaubrieyhis
dad. He then asked his father in | aw if he ce

them that he got married so he agreed and they sent them back with lots of money and gold that the)
can use.

His mom was waiting for him seagerly so when she saw him from afar she ran to meet him with
a lot of hugs and weeping and the dad followed her with the help of one of his servants and he
introduced his wife to them and they all rejoiced when they heard this news.

He took fromthegdl | adder and poured it over his dadé
once again and this doubled the familybés happ

Then finally the man revealed himself to the family that he was Archangel Raphael. God sent him
to them to help and they all wasrprised and thanked God for His caring.

He took care of his parents until they passed away and he buried them and he asked his wife tha
they have to go back and take care of her parents as well and until they also died and he buried then
also.

Conclusion

x  The story of Tobias is a very interesting story that demonstrates the response of God to our
prayers even after a long time.

Applications
x  What are other situations in the Bible when angels helped people? Search as a project.
x  What is the relationship beeen this story and weddings?
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7- Joseph in Egypt

Objective
x Demonstrate to children the virtues of Joseph
x Encourage the students to adopt one or more

Memory Verse

ABut the fruit of the Spirit s,igeodnéss, Vaghfulnesso vy , p
gentleness, andsaffont r ol 0 (Gal atians 5:22)

References
x  The new open Bible

Introduction

Hand each student a piece of paper and a pen and ask the following questions to them and let them
answer each question. Discuss answégs afl questions have been asked.

x If your brother or sister stole $50 from you and spent it in one day without telling you, how
would you feel?

x What would you do to them?

x Say that one night you had a dream and God told you that one day you would benpsid
America and in your dream you saw everyone doing everything you said in a heartbeat. How
do you think you would react?

x Pretend that you are fasting for Lent and you went to a birthday party. At the party, there was
nothing but pizza and a delicioic® cream cake!!! What would you do?

x And finally, would you stil!/l have faith in C
do?

Lesson Outlines
x How do we know that we really have the Holy Spirit within us?
x What things should we look for?

Inhisl et t er to the Gal ati ans, St . Paul tries to
would have on the person that it dwells inside of.

In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit was not inside everybody, like us now after baptism and
confirmation. Onlyfew people received it and may be temporarily for a certain task or message that
God assigned them for. Usually it was in good kings, prophets and righteous people.

One of the greatest examples of a person who had the characteristics of the Holy Joysiepng!!
x Summarize the story of Joseph (most should know about him)
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Joseph was a good example of a person full of the fruits of the Spirit as mentioned in Galatians
5:22 Let us see how did he use them:

1) Love and Gentleness | f Joseph r édalsl yoraoitcdredts ;| dvee wo
able to forgive them for selling him to merchants. Although Joseph had the power to have
each and every one of his brothers killed, he did not. He LOVED them, provided for his
family and took care of them.

2.) Joy and Kindness i Not once in the Bible does it mention that Joseph yelled or
complained when his brothers threw him into the deep well. Also, when Joseph saw his
brothers again after so many years he was in tears of joy. How would you have felt if you
saw your brotheor sister after 10 years when they sold you to be a slave??

3) Peacei Well, when Joseph had his dream, he took it very peacefully and calmly and told
his family about it without fuss. The peace he had in his heart probably also stopped him
from reacting baly after seeing someone who betrayed him so many years ago.

4.) Self-control i Joseph was being pressured by one of the richest and most beautiful
women in all of Egypt to commit sin with her, but, even with knowing that he could be

punished for refusing, heLFED ! ! ! He didndét just | eave; f
control.

5.) Longsuffering and Faithfulnessi The pain and suffering that Joseph went through when
he was thrown into jail for something he

for most rople. He was sentenced to death!!! But Joseph took it as it was, thanked God
for everything that he had and endured his time in jail. And in all, he kept his faith in God.

Conclusion

x We all need to look at ourselves more closely and see where we reall§taiChrist. Is the
Holy Spirit living in us like a raging fire or is it just a little flame barely thriving?

Applications

x At this point, read over the questions again and go over the answers that were discussed.
Compare those answers to the situati@seph was in and how much more severe his were.
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L ESSONS FOR THEM ONTH OF SEPTEMBER
(Starting with the Coptic New Year)

Week1l: Kuzman And Dimyan
Week?2: An Angel delivers Jerusalem fro8ennacherib

Week3: David, Solomon and the Building of the Temple
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Week 2- Kuzman And Dimyan

Objective
x  Standing firm in faith till death

Memory Verse

x AFor to me to |ive is Christ, and to die is
References

x  The Bible: Hebrews 2

x ASt . Kuzman and St. Dimyan and their brother

x f"Sme wonderful stories of martyrso Al exandri e

x AiThe Story of the Coptic New Year dés Dayo by

Introduction
x Candlesdates-pomegranatesyuava-flowers.

1 Children go around carrying candles and flowers. The Servant uses the bell and they all
chan , AOQOur righteous martyrso.

1 Anicon of one of the martyrs is to be put before the children and lighted candles are to
be put before the icon.

x The Servant sets the scene by giving some questions such as:
T What is the name of t odafyNay rfoeuazse ¢? nmhaant ? d
1 Why do we buy red dates?
1 Who can think of some names of saints and martyrs?
1 How does the church honor those martyrs?

Lesson Outlines

There was martyrdom in Egypt. There was martyrdom in other countries as well. Today we are
goingtolisen to a story about two foreign martyrs, A
Asia Minor in the third Century A.D. who came from a rich family and they had three brothers. They
were ordained as monks. Their father died and their mother broughtithérheir mother was pious
and she taught them the fundamentals of Christianity. Kuzman and Dimyan excelled in their studies.
They studied medicine and became two clever doctors.

x What are the names of these two saints?
x From what country are they?
x What didthey study?
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Because of their deep love to Christ, they used medicine and medical treatment for the glory of
Christ. The Lord supported them and healed many patients through them, not because of the effect o
the medicine, but by the power of God.

When apatient stood in front of them, they sign themselves with the sign of the cross and raise a
short prayer to the Lord, nO, Jesus... You ar
t hat he may believe in you OtheLpatrert .and.writéAtine n o0 .
prescription. Then they continue steadfastly in prayer for the patient. In this way the two saints
opened the eyes of the blind and drove out many demons. They healed many patients so a gree
number of pagans believed in Jesusi€th

When the pagan ruler saw that the whole city might be converted to Christianity, he became angry
with the two saints. He sent for them. When they were summoned, he threatened them and sent ther
away saying, nGo away n ®weoplebabaut Chrigtiarstyn If yowpgreach d o

the Gospel again, 106l punish and torment you
The two saints went away saying, AFor to me
their full time to the work of preaching with great eagernessipspibf t he rul er 6s t |

x How did the two saints heal patients?
x Did you once pray for a patient and the Lord healed them? Who are they? Give thanks to

God.
x Do you know any sick man? Pray for him.
x Who can recite the verse: AfiFor to me to |

The governoknew that they were still preaching and healing patients and that people believed in
Christ. He arrested them and ordered that their hands and feet should be tied and that they should b
tormented and thrown into the sea with their hands and feet tigdh8 Lord preserved them and
brought them back safe to the Il and... they st
for me to live is Christ and to die is gainbo.

The governor was surprised and he gave orders to crucify the two elderestti¢o stone them.
As for the other three brothers, the governor ordered to tie them between the two crosses and to throv
arrows at them, but the stones and arrows went back to harm and injure those who stoned the saint
so they were forced to withdrawwhe governor flew into a rage. He threw them into the heart of a
blazing fire, but they wal ked out in the fire
martyrso and not a single hair were singed.

The mother encouraged her five sons to stamal ih their faith in Christ... At last the governor
ordered to cut off their heads. They were driven to the place of martyrdom and they were singing
praises to the Lord dAOur martyrs...0 Many pe-
buriedwith their mother. The church celebrates two festivals to honor them on"thef 2fatour and
the 22° of Baouna every year. There is a monastery called the Monastery of Kuzman and Dimyan at
Manyal Sheeha in Guiza. May their holy prayers be with us mg lge to God at all times.

Conclusion/Questions
x What are the names of the two saints of our story?
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x What was their profession?
x  Why was the governor angry with them?

x By the end of the | esson ask the chilgdren t
martyrséo and give the thanksgiving prayer.

x Distribute dates and pomegranates among the children.

x Do not concentrate on the passive aspects of murder but clarify how the saints were happy
and quiet. Draw the chil dr edsahe samts soetimat theon t o
children may recognize the symbols of happiness and delight.

x Note that the lesson is divided into sections and stages preceded by the sign of the cross and
followed by questions. If the Servant has time or wish to change thenleS$uzman and
Dimyan, he can teach the lesson of St. Dimyana.

x  Write about all the types of persecution that the two saints had faced. Write the verse.

Applications
x  We pray for (so and so) who is sick. We visit him.
x Write five sent enrcessaianbtosust. iHow t o hono
x  Write the sentences down in your notebook.
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Week 3- An Angel delivers Jerusalem from Sennacherib

Objective
x  The Angels guard and serve the saints.

Memory Verse
AThe angel of the Lord encamps all dm3{d)nd t h

References
x 2 Kings 19
x  Dictionary of the Bible

Introduction

A picture of the guardian angel in a large size or the picture of the Holy Family in her journey to
Egypt in company with the angel who guards and guides them.

x  Who fed Elijah when he wasaying at the river?

x  Who fed him when the river dried up?

Mention the miracles that took place at Zarephath, near Sidon.

Who can recite the verse?

Have you read 2 Kings 19?

What happened in the last part of it?

How many angels killed the soldiers of thesyrian army?

How many soldiers were killed? One angel killed 185,000 soldiers of the Assyrian army.
The Servant reads verses3b.

Who are the angels and what is their work?

X

X X X X X X X

Lesson Outlines

King Sennacherib was king of Assyrian. This king was the engintyezekiah, King of Judah.
King Hezekiah was righteous and zealous. His concern was the glory of God and worshipping Him.
He destroyed the pagan places of worship. The Lord was with him and he was successful in
everything.

Sennacherib besieged Jerusalemd sent a | etter to Hezekiah t
not surrender to me, I shall destroy the <city
the people of Jerusalem saying, ADo ndé&dmmeel vy
So not | isten to Hezekiaho.

x What is the name of the King of Assyrian?
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x  What is the name of the city he wanted to besiege?

The Lord answered Hezekiahds prayer and sent |

God. The messagelLaradh ItihsutsgenefdTht o your prayer (
Hezekiah was comforted and waited for the work of the Lord. At that same night, while Sennacherib
and his army were asleep in their tents, t he

Assyrian soldiers. What a wonderful victory!

In the early morning, a small number of soldiers got up and found that all the other soldiers were
dead... they were frightened... Sennacherib went back to Nineveh and stayed in his house. One day
when he was wohspping in the temple of his god, two of his sons killed him. Thus the Lord revealed
his power and granted victory to all that trust in Him.

x  What is the name of the king who loved God?
x  Why was he sad?
To whom did he go for protection?

X

x  Where did he pray?
x How did the Lord answer Hezekiahodés prayer?
x  Did you pray for something and the Lord answered your prayer? Thank the Lord for that.
Conclusion
x St . Basil said, AEach believer 1is in company
him, guardshimandgudes him i n his [|ifeo.
x One of the saints said, Aln every place you
angel 0.
x St . |l renaeus al so said, AHow valuable the s
them to guard each soul 0.
Applications
x Draw a picture to show the effect of Hezekia
an angel as a result of Hezekiahdéds prayers.
x Treat the childrends fear, as children are

darkness. They are afdaduring the sleeping hours. If they feel the presence of their guardian
angel, they will not be afraid. (You will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of man).

x Our guardian angel sees all what we do becausediways with us, that is why we must not
do anything that may grieve the Lord.

Homework
Answer the following questions:
x What do you know about the guardian angel?
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x Does the Lord protect us although we are sinful?
x  Write one verse to prove that angels guasd u

Recitation
x Psalm 19 suits this | esson AThe heavens ar
in their prayers. It should be distributed to the children whether in the printed from or in
handwriting.
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Week 4- David, Solomon and the Building of the Temple

Objective
x To give the children an idea about peopl eds
strong that they built a great Temple to worship God.

Memory Verse
Al have sanctified this houskewdhi thr gvear dag¢e K

References
x 1 Kings 6,7,14,15,8,30
x Al nterpretation of the First Book of Kingso

Introduction

Ask the children to hold a discussion about the buildings in their village or town... What makes the
building attactive? Mention some of the attractive buildings.

Todaydés |l esson is about a building that was bu
man who built it was the greatest king on eart
ruled forf orty year s. He was Davidés son who rul ed a

very wise and very rich.

Lesson Outlines

|. The Temple

This is the temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem. It looked like the Tent of Meetings in its
structure and appeance. David had prepared the material for building the temple and Solomon
started building it in the fourth year of his reign and the building was complete in the eleventh year. It
was the pride of Jerusalem and the most beautiful building in the wahdtdime.

x How long did it take Solomon to build the Temple?

I.How the idea of building the Temple came to Sc

King David desired to build a temple for the Lord and the Lord was pleased but the Lord said,
AYour son Sol omon .SeDaviddebignedlthe buildmgand chaseits lecation. He
prepared large amounts of gold, silver, copper, iron, and cedar wood for building the temple. It is
difficult to evaluate such materials nowadays as they are worth millions and millions of.dollars

[l . Solomon builds the Temple
When Solomon sat on the throne, he ordered his men to collect and gather building materials. It

took them three years to gather the materials and in the fourth year, they started building the Temple.
Solomon employed a great nber of workers. 70,000 workers carried stones. The building materials
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were prepared in a place far away from the building itself (1 Kings 6,7). The vessels and instruments
used in the temple were covered with gold.

IV .The Designs of the Temple (The Servant re ads 2 Samuel 7; 14 -17, 1 Kings 5,
6, 7)

People gave their offerings and took part in building the temple. Think of the things people offered
for building the temple and the work they did in order to help and participate in building the temple.
The first bk of Kings gives us a clear picture of the numerous deeds performed by the people.

x  Where did the offerings come form?

We also recognize the great love of those people for the Temple, as it is the House of God. All the
classes of the people volunteereddo the job. The king, the laborers, the skilled workers, all
volunteered to work. This spirit should prevail, as we should offer the church all that she needs.

Who of the kings, thought first of building the temple?

Who built it?

Who took part in buildig it?

How did the people offer their gifts?

x  Where was the temple built?

x How can you express your love for the church?

x Do you offer your offerings (your gifts) in the church treasury?

X X X

X

Conclusion
The Servant holds a discussion with the children as to heyvsimould love others.
x  They should offer their gifts to the church so that she may be able to complete her projects.
x  They should give gifts to poor children on feast days especially Christmas and Easter.

x The Servant encourages the children to save someytorbe offered to the church as a sign
of love for the House of God.

Applications

x Study this verse by heart: Al have sanctif
there forevero (1 Kings 9:3).

x Cross the wrong words between parenthesis:

The Temple of God was built in (CairaghdadJerusalem).

(Solomon-David -Saul) built the Temple.

The people gave their gifts (sadbngrily -joyfully).

Write in your notebook 1 Kings 8:223.

Study the Orthodox creed by heart (the Servant divides it atis go that it can be
easily studied).

PCoooTw
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L ESSONS FOR THEM ONTH OF OCTOBER

Week 1. The Lord Appears in the Temple

Week2: King Josiah and the Repair of the Temple

Week3: El i jah and Restoring the Wi
Week 4. Nehemiah and the Rebuilding of the Walls of Jerusalem
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Week 1- The Lord Appears In The Temple

Objective

x To give the children an idea about peopl ebd
strong that they build a great Temple to worship God.

Memory Verse
AThat Your eyes may be mdedaydwal dKitrhgss 8 :e2ndp’

References
x 1Kings 9
x Al nterpretation of the First Book of Kings

Introduction

x Let us read and | earn well Sol omonds | ong
Kings 8:2253).

Lesson Outlines

When King Solomn finished building the Temple, he made a great feast that the world had not
seen its like. He brought the Ark of the Lord God and put it together with all the vessels used in the
service in its new place. Those vessels were in the Tent of Meetings Solmmon dedicated the
House of God and God was pleased with Solomon for all what he did. The Glory of God came on the
Temple in the form of a cloud all the days of the feast. That cloud used to appear over the Tent of
Meetings in the wilderness, and it wagroof that the Lord filled the Temple, people felt that the
Lord still desired to dwell among his people. The age of Solomon was an age of peace.

What did Solomon do after he had finished building the Temple?
What does the word fAdedicatedo mean?
How didthe Lord show thatle was pleased with Solomon?

Let us repeat together: AThat Your eyes ms
prayer when he dedicated the Temple.

X X X X

When the Ark of the Lord was set in its place in the Temple, Solomon stood bkfitve people
and blessed them in the Name of the Lord then he prayed and said... (The Servant reads a part c
Sol omonbs prayer). Sacrifices then were offer
sheep. The people were in complete joy angbheess for fourteen days. Then Solomon asked the
people to leave, each to go to his house. They all went home and they were happy because of th
blessing they received; that blessing which the Lord promised to give to David and Solomon was
fulfilled. Thenthe Lord appeared to Solomon once more and told him that he heard his prayers and
answered them. The Lord s aMedn honesty 8l lintegrity.n If youi | f
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obey My laws and do everything | have commanded you | will keep the prdmmssde to your

father David when I told him that | srael would
x Who attended the dedication of the temple?
x How long did the feasts take?
x  What did the Lord say to Solomon when he appeared to him the second time?
x Whoremenbers the verse: fAThat Your eyes may be
Conclusion
x Draw the childrendés attention to the fact th
the church with reverence and awe. They must not speak inside the church because God
dwells in it.
Applications

x  Draw your church inside a rectangle. Color the door and the windows of the church, which
you have drawn. Give them a brown color.

x Read 2 Kings 22 at home.
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Week 2- King Josiah and the Repair of the Temple

Objective
x Let us help the children tonderstand that they can take part in caring for the House of the
Lord.

Memory Verse
fBl essed are those who dwel | in Your House,

References
x 2 Kings 22:124:18
x Al nterpretation of the Swxaddand Book of King

Introduction

x The Servant holds a discussion with the children about how a dirty place cannot help people
to worship the Lord, and how people sometimes behave in the streets when they throw pieces
of paper and other things here and there.

Lesson Outline

Our lesson today is about Josiah, the good king who was about your age and he loved the House
of the Lord and cared for it The temple wa:
covering layer was removedée dtheepieces obwoedcraskedr e
When Josiah the king saw the Temple in that sad state, he felt very sad.

x  What is the name of the king?
x |In what state was the House of the Lord?
x  What did Josiah do?

The king consulted the priest about what they should dopfiest brought a closed box with a
hole in it (an opening) and he put the box beside the door of the Temple where people used to entel
and there they put their gifts in the box till it was full of money. The king and the priest gathered a
big sum of moneyrom the people and then the workers and builders came to repair the House of
God. They repaired the walls, the doors, and the windows and the Temple became splendid once
more.

x Who of you wants to be like Josiah and cares for the House of the Lord?
x Whatcan you do to make the House of God clean and beautiful?
x Write this verse in your notebook: 0Bl esse
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Conclusion

X

Read Psalm 84. How can we care for the House of the Lord spiritually and materially?

Applications

X

Sometimes we find that the rooms of Sunday School are not clean and torn pieces are here
and there and chairs are not well arranged. Ask the children to clean and beautify the place
where we worship God.

Mention some of the things that need repair in tinerch and think out how you can help the
children of this age in doing that.

Ask a group of children to do the following: cleaning and lighting the chwdigtributing
hymn booksgathering hymn books at the end of the servigening the windowssweeping
the floor-shutting the doordlighting the lampsbringing the priest a cup of watesleaning
the carpets and putting them in their platerning fans on when it is hoshutting the
windows in winter-Let them do that with activity and pleasure.

Divide the class into groupSome of the children perform these actions for one month then
others do the same task next month and so on.

Read the first chapter of the Book of Nehemiah.

32
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Week 3-El i jah Restoring the W dowds

Objective
x Go d o6 s ortisahirerfand people.

Memory Verse
AAsk, and it wild!@l be given to you; seek and

References
x 1 Kings 17
The Life of EIlijaho Translated by Fr. Mar
Practical Contempl ations ondbyWagdiGiigge of E

x f
x f

Introduction
x  The picture: The Servant sets the scene by giving some questions about the previous lesson.

x The Servant then checks the <childrends no
homework and to encourage the children.

Lesson Outline

This is an example of one of the men of God whose name is Elijah... a friend of God, he loves the
Lord and he obeys Him... During the famine, the Lord sent him food with the ravens, then the Lord
said to him, ANow go t®i ddre amdvns tody Ztalreerpehda.t |
him to live with a poor widow at Zarephath.

x Who, of you, prays for the poor?

Elijah stayed with the widow. He stayed at the upper chamber (a small room at the top of the
house when Elijah used to rest and toyprdhe Lord sent them flour and oil according to their
needs... The Lord blessed her home... Elijah told them tales from the Bible.

One day the widowbs son was playing outside
boy was crying because of paiHis mother ran to him... took him and laid him in bed. She hoped
that the boy would get better but the days pe
was serious... his temperature rose up... the boy died... his mother wept bitterlyas her only
son. .. the verse came to her mind. .. ARAsk and
and took him to Elijah the prophet and said,
sure that the Lord will answeryoprr ayer and restore the boy to |

ElI'ijah was sad because the boy died. He t ool
the upper room and laid him on the bed on which Elijah used to sleep. He bowed down to the
earthéthen he hanssedtbi deayes and prayed AO L
given to you. I i mpl ore You to bring this bo\)

(0]
o
(0]
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then bowed to the earth in prayer and repeated the same words three times... Thartduld st

breathing again and revived. .. the boy opened
who died and then came back to Iife? No one. ..
given to you, seek, and you will findo.

x Whatistheame of Goddés prophet ?

x Who fed Elijah during the famine?

x  Who sent him food?

X

Who can recite the verse?

Elijah carried the boy to his mother and said to her, look your son is alive... the woman was very
happy... she knelt down and worshipped God. She thaBledl and sai d to EIlijah,
you are a man of God. I believe in Godo. The cl
because the Lord performed this miraculous deed by his hands.

Conclusion
Elijah teaches us the following:

x Satisfactio: He lived on very small resources of a poor widow. Those resources were not
enough for the daily needs.

x Patienceandsefont r ol in time of danger: When the v
me to bring my sin to r enheembsraaindc ewa san dfi Giov ek il
(1 Kings 17:1819).

x  Struggling in his solitary place: He took the boy from her arms, carried him upstairs to the
room where he was staying, and laid him on the bed. Then he prayed aloud.

x Modesty: He stretched himself out the boy three times and he did not lose hope.

Applications
x  Draw a picture of Elijah in a situation that stimulates your admiration.
x Read 2 Kings 19
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Week 4- Nehemiah and the Rebuilding of the Walls of Jerusalem

Objective
x Jealousy for the glory of God ahds church

References

x  The Book of Nehemiah

X I nterpretation of Ezra and Nehemiaho Spor
Nehemi ahds Work and Struggledo Edward Denn
Stories and Tales from the Holy Bibleo Pa

X

ot 3Ot N

X

Memory Verse
ACome, | et us buemmd thatwakel maly der usager be

Lesson Outlines

Nehemi ah was a servant in the Court of the K
he served him drinks. He was a pious man wk
Jerusalem... He heard that the people in Jerusalem were in difficulty because of their enemies and the
the walls of Jerusalem were broken down and cannot protect the city. He was sad. He sat down anc
wept for the Holy City &asrfar hadityewnll nat buddnhertwells..t h o t
The best thing to do is to pray to the Lordo.
you. .. My Lord, | isten to my prayers... and g

x  What is the name of ¢ghservant?
x  What is his job?
x  What news did he hear about Jerusalem?

He waited for a suitable chance to ask the king to allow him to go back to Jerusalem. One day
when Nehemiah was pouring wine in a cup to give to the king, he felt that the king was gvhtohin
and they started this conversation:

King: Why are you looking so sad, seeing you are not sick?

Nehemiah: May your Majesty live forever. How can | help looking sad when the city where my
ancestors are buried is in ruins and its gates have beenyddstyfire, and its walls need someone
to build it?

King: What is it that you want?

Nehemi ah prayed to God and said to the king;
rebuild ito.

King: How long will you be gone?
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Nehemiah felt secured and tieanked the Lord who granted him mercy in the eyes of the pagan
king. Nehemiah told the king how long he would be gone. The king allowed him to travel and gave
him letters to the governors of the provinces through which he would pass to help him issosmi
He also gave him a letter to deliver to the keeper of the royal forests instructing him to give
Nehemiah timber needed for building and for the house he would live in. (The children can act
actively the dialogue between the king and Nehemiah).

Nehemiah happily went to Jerusalem. The king sent some army officers and a troop of horsemen
with him... He arrived at the cityé he took re
a look at the walls of the city. They were completely ruined. Everdoors were burnt with fire. The
remains of the walls were only heaps of broken stones, dust and ashes. It was clear that nothing could
protect the city from the enemies. He went back to the city. He called the elders of the people and
said tooméhemlhetiCus build the wal/l of Jerusal er
Nehemi ahéds faith was deep and the Lord strength
to build the wall. Although the enemies mocked him, the work continuedahthé wall was built.

When the enemies saw this, they decided to fight Nehemiah and his people. When Nehemiah knew
their plots against him, he ordered his men to carry arms. He divided his men into two groups: The
first group carried arms to guard themdathe second group carried their swords and continued
building the wall. Some men stood on the wall and others watched the enemies. Some of them blew
trumpets when they saw the enemies drawing near. When the enemies knew that their plan was
known, they rereated. The men worked for fiftyvo days from sunrise to sunset. The Lord blessed
them and helped them in answer to Nehemiaho6s p
well fortified and its inhabitants were secured and lived in peace inside i

X

How many days did it take people to build the wall?

Who took part in building the wall?

Who tried to fail the plan?

How can you overcome the devil?

Let us repeat together: ACo0mMme, Let us buil d
Let us sing a hymn together: O Soldiers of the chc h é

X X X X X

Conclusion

x We have to take care of our church and make sure that everything in it is in the best shape and
condition. We have to be careful not to damage or destroy anything in the church.

Applications

x Tell the story in a lively way and pay attentitmnsituations of strong feelings, describe them
in detail... indulge yourself completely in the situation.

x When you meet anyone this week that troubles and annoys you, pray for him so that the Lord
may turn him into a good man.

x Fillin the spaces: Comeglt us é the wall of é that we may
x Read Chapter 1 from the Book of Ezra.
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L ESSONS FOR THEM ONTH OF NOVEMBER

Week1l: Ezra the Priest

Week 2: Jesus Heals blind Bartimaeus

Week3: Jesus Heals A Paralytic

Week4: The Great Flood: the Ark of Noah
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Week 1- Ezra The Priest

Objective
x Caring for the House of God.

Memory Verse
AOh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,

References
x  The Book of Ezra
x Al nterpretation of Ezra and Nehemiaho Sporti

Introduction

Ezra wasa descendant of Aaron. He did not practice his lawful job because of the exile, but he
kept the law of the Lord and prepared his heart to seek it and practice it. He became a skilful writer of
the Law. He did not expect that one day he would be a leadés p&ople during their second return
to Jerusalem. And, you, my dear friend, do not despise yourself being still young as it is the Lord who
works in man.

Lesson Outlines

Ezra was a man of knowledge and wisdom. He tells us about what happened duraigntiod
Cyrus, the king of Persia. That king sent a | et
of heaven ordered me to build a temple for him in Jerusalem in Judah. May God be with all of you
who are his people. You are to go to Jerussdemd r ebui |l d t he Temple of t
the believers were filled with joy and obeyed t
they knew that Cyrus had given orders that all the gold and silver vessels taken by Nebuchadnazzar
from theTemple of Jerusalem to be returned to the Temple.

Who was Ezra?

What was the name of the King of Persia?

What was the letter he sent to the people of Babylon?

Who obeyed the kingbés command?
What increased their happiness?

X X X X X

About 50,000 men of the peopde God carried gifts and made for Jerusalem. They built an altar
there and offered their sacrifices twice each day as their custom was before the exile. But the altar
was small so it was necessary for them to build the House of God in Jerusalem. Thusyehos
found themselves in Jerusalem after seventy years of exile. They hurried and quickly bought cedar
wood from Lebanon, and after setting the foundation of the House of God, each one of them cried
with joy because work began. They all sang hymns opegai " O Gi ve thanks to t}
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good, for His steadfast | ove endures for ever
when they remembered the glory of the first
heaven and burnthesacf i ces. They remembered the manna a

bring back. Prophet Haggai came to the builders and told them that the glory of the house they were
building would be greater than that of the first one, as the Messiah whom theyaigng for

would come to that temple in heavenly glory. These words made the elders rejoice. No one thought of
the glory that would come to Jerusalem when Lord Jesus came to Jerusalem, walked in its streets an
taught in the Temple.

How many men went tderusalem?

What did they do when they arrived at Jerusalem?

How long did the ancient people stay in exile?

Mention the verse, A0 Give thanks to the L
x  Why did the elders weep? Who comforted them?

X X X

X

While they were building the House of God (the Temple¢ Samaritans came to Jerusalem and
deceitfully offered to help the Jews in building the temple. They wanted to stop the great work. Those

people had inhabited the | and after the exile
Zerubbabe, wo knew them well, refused saying, f#aNo,
king Cyrus ordered us to doo. The Samaritans

building the Temple. They kept on annoying them till they stopped workiagdi problems. The
building of the Temple took 16 years.

During this period, the rich built houses for themselves but they neglected building the Temple.
Prophet Haggai and prophet Zechariah came and encouraged people to go on building the Temple
They tusted the Lord and built the Temple and then built the walls of their city.

Why did they stop building the Temple?

How many years did they stop work?

Who of the prophets encouraged the people to continue the work?

When did they finish building the Temple?

Let us repeat together: AO Give thanks to
Let us sing a hymn together: A0 Soldiers o

X X X X X X

Conclusion

Who is Ezra? He was a descendant of Aaron... He could not practice his lawful job because of the
Exile, but his heart beinglled with Divine love for his God, refused to keep away from the way of
the Lord. He kept the Divine Law and became a
living, Ezra took the following steps:

x Not to depend on men (Ezra 8:22).
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x Calling for fasting although the way was long and the journey was difficult (Ezra 822).
x Being crushed with grief and being humbled before the Lord (Ezra 9).

x Keeping away from evilconfessing the sins and the sins of his pegp®ple repented then
Ezra could gathr the people (Ezra 10:11).

Applications
x  Children write short notes about Ezra the priest and writer in their notebooks.
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Week 2- Jesus Heals The Blind Bartimaeus

Objective
x Christobés ability to heal

Memory Verse
AJesus, Son of DawWadl0i4have mercy on meo

References
x Matthew 20:2935
x Mark 10:4652
x  Luke 18:3543
X

AThe Gospel According to St. Matt hewo Faga
x A"The Gospel accordi8hg to St. Mar ko Page 81
x A"The Gospel according to St. Matt hewo Gui z

Introduction
x Contemplate the system of théapets and the movement of the sun and remember the
wisdom of God irHis work.
x Contempl ate the plantsdé system and the po\
flowers and thank God for the grace of eyesight and the other graces the Lord ha®ugive
x The dearest grace to us is that Christ is the light of the world. We féllowin everything
and we have trust and faith fHim.

x AFor we walk by faith, not by sighto (Cori

Lesson Outlines

There was a poor man whose name was Bartim&kukved in Jericho. He lived in the fields and
rural districts where flowers grew and trees are numerous. But he could not enjoy looking at the
beautiful flowers neither could he see his relatives or friends. He could not do so because he was
blind. He &lt his way with his staff. He walked very slowly. Every day, he sat by the road under a
tree and stretched his hand to the padsgtsoping that he would take something from them. People
had pity on him and gave him alms to help him buy his food.

x What was the name of the blind man?
x What did he hold in his hand? Why? Where did he sit?

Bartimaeus the Blind could recognize the sound of things. He could recognize the different steps
of people near him. For example he knew whether the children were rupjurmgng, playing or
guarrelling. He felt the rays of the sun on his back and the rain when it fell on his face. He heard the
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sound of the Wind and the songs of swallows, the steps of horses or camels that walked slowly before
him. To him day and night wethe same, as he saw nothing but darkness all his life.

One day, Barti maeus sat under a tree as usual
the sound of many feet. A crowd of people is passing in front of me. They are laughing and speaking.

Who is coming?0 A |little child of your age hee
running to join his friends. The child said to
child, I can see nothing, tell me what the matter is. Wrmasmi ng? o0 The chil d tol ¢
Jesus who was coming. Jesus is coming! Jesus of

x Who told Bartimaeus that Jesus was coming?
x What was the name of the town?

Jesus was passing Jericho. The people of JerichoHjava warm welcome. They were shouting

in a | oud voice. The grown ups were crying, A O
chil dren were shouting and singing hymn: You | o
is why you came therwesé&eYau ecdame to w

People said: Welcome, welcome, welcome our Lord Jesus Welcome, welcome, welcome our Lord
Jesus. The children said: Al people | ove you a
day of your happy birth. Each day you are with us @l a feast for us. Bartimaeus desired to see
Jesus as he heard that Jesus healed many peopl e

mercy upon meo. Then he said to himself, AnO Lo
doubt tatHe  wi | | hel p me, if | ask him to do soo0o. Tt
Jesus, have mercy on me. .. O Jesus heal me. .. O
crowds that surrounded Jesus. Bartimaeus cried more loudly ¢hanchi d bef or e, nJesu
Davi d, have mercy on meo. The people were angr\
crying... You disturb us and you disturb Jesus. But the blind man did not care and continued crying,

RO Jesus, h a vee Jesoeeheardyhis erig He stopped and said to those around him:

ABring him to meo. Some children ran to Bartim
Barti maeus, Jesus call you, come with ususe. They
of his great happiness, he jumped, his cloak fell down but he left it on the ground and went to Jesus.

Jesus gently asked hi m, AWhat do you wahlis?0 Bar
hand on the eyes of the blind man and saidtofilo your way, your faith h
i mmedi ately he received his sight. The blind me
He saw the sky and the herb. .. he saw the peopl

followed Him and becamelis disciple.

What is the name of the town where Bartimaeus lived?
Who led the blind man to Jesus?

What did Bartimaeus say?

How did Jesus heal him?

If you are ill, what should you do?

How can you help a blind man?

X X X X X X
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Conclusion

X

God is the heateof all our sicknesses and the helper when we are in trouble. We just have to
ask for His help and He will always help.

Applications

X

Study this passage from the Morning Prayer and write it in your notebook and use it in your
morning prayers: The true ligkhat enlightens every man was coming into the world. O Lord,
you came to the world through your love for men and when you came, all the creation
rejoiced... When you came, you saved Adam, our father from the seduction or the Serpent.
You saved Eve, our ather from the pains of death. You gave us the spirit of prophecy. We
worship You, and bless You saying: Zoxapat
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Week 3- Jesus Heals A Paralytic

Objective
x  The power of faith

Memory Verse
ASon, be of good cheeathegv®@r sins are forgiven

References

x Matthew 9:18

x Mark 2:1-12

x AStudies in the New Testament: Matt hewo Page
x AStudies in the New Testament: Mar ko Pages 1

Introduction
x Review previous | esson with <chi bdhed&evant Aft er
distributes the picture of the new lesson.
x What do you see in this picture?

x How many men are at the top of the picture?

They brought their friend to the Lordé they I
friend. He was paralyzed drtould not walk... Do you see his bed? This man was paralyzed... What
does fAparalyzedd mean?

Lesson Outlines

One day Jesus entered a house at Capernaum... Many people gatheredHmnoursick people
and people who lovélim. The Lord received them andelgomed them all. The house became
crowded with people... There was a man in Capernaum who had been ill for a long time... This man
and his relatives heard that Christ was coming to the city andHéhatas in one of the houses. The

paralyzed mansaidtahs fri ends, fAHave mercy upon me. .. ta
friends put him on a mat because he was completely paralyzed and could not move neither his hands
nor his |1 egs. Al l the way they wer becapse &e/is n g, §

paral yzedo.

x  What is the name of the city?
x  Where did Jesus go?
x Who carried the paralyzed man?
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The friends found that the house was very crowded both inside and outside... They climbed up a
ladder to the top of the house where they put the.nthey made a hole in the ceiling. They
succeeded in making an opening to lower their friend through it. They tied their friend with ropes.
They lowered him till he reached the ground. Jesus looked at him then he looked up... He smiled... He

lovedthem.l¢ | ooked at the paralyzed man and sai d,
youo.

The people who were present murmured and sai
forgive sinso. The Lord JesHesadkinteavm,whfalts tihteye
to this paralyzed man, AYour sins are forgive

They did not answer. They kept silent.

x How was the paralyzed man brought to Jesus?
Who brought him down?

X

x  Why did the people murm®@

x  What did they say?

x  What did Jesus say to them?

x Let us say together, ASon be of good cheer
Jesus said to the paralyzed man, NnGet up, p
wonderful power into the body of the paralyzed man... He stoédup hanked Godé pi ¢
bed and went home happily and singing hymns
happilyé but the people who saw the miracul ou
them said, AThe Lorg oagwkr sa iwwmedd iaantd | lydal. i.n c
sai d, AThe man was <carried before us and went

never seen such a thingbo.

What did Lord Jesus say to the paralyzed man?
How did the man go home?

What dd the people say?

Are there any sick people in our family?

What service can you offer them?

X X X X X

Conclusion

x Teach the children that God gave us life and that He answers our prayers in an appropriate
which is unknown to us and that He knows what is good fonare than we know.

x Prayer with faith performs miracles, as 0AF

Applications
x Complete the following sentences:
a The priests baptize babies according to
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b. The Lord Jesus showed mercy to the paralyzed mansandds t o him . . . &
c. The Lord Jesus performed many miracul ous
x  Together with your students pray to the Lord for the names of some persons that He may
guide them to His way. Intercede with the saints. God guides those brothessvar &m the
sincere prayers of the saints and your prayers.

x  Form a friendship between you and the saints so that they may help you with their prayers and
intercessions and bring you to the Lord in times of affliction and suffering.
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Week 4- The great Flood: the Ark of Noah

Objective
x Noah the Righteous is rewarded for his obedience

Memory Verse
AThe Just shall l ive by faitho (Romans 1:17)

References
x Genesis 6,7
x  The Bible Dictionary

Introduction
Use pictures of a flood or a picture of a dove, a crow andrech of an olive tree
x Does God accept wrong doers and sinners?
x How is a wicked man punished?
x How are saints rewarded in the end?

Lesson Outlines

Adam and Eve lived outside the Paradise of Eden and people increased in number. But sorry to
say, evil spreadnd most people walked with the devil and after many years, there was only one
house that worshipped God. God was not pleased with all the people as all what they did was wrong.
The Lord said to No aleartedimdmandl.am pleasédiviiou becagise §ou g 0 0
are faithful and sincere. Make yourself an ar
made that big ship. Wicked people asked Noah about what he was doing and Noah told them that
God would destroy the world with floodwatefsthie people did not repent. The people laughed at
him and mocked him saying that he was mad, 0N
course he is madé he has deceived us and 1|ied

x What did the Lord ordekoah to do?
x  Why did God choose Noah in particular?

Noah went on in his work till he finished making the ark and the day appointed for the flood came
(By the way, it took Noah and his sons 120 years to build the ark so imagine how big the ark was!)
Then@®@d said to Noah, ARnGo into the Ark, you and
all clean animals, males and females; and a pair of the animals that are not clean; and seven pairs c

the birds of the air also, to keep their kind alive upanthf ace of al | the eart/|
Lord, AHow can | gather all these animals and
of the Ark and | wil/l send you al/l the ani mal
personsand al | the animals and birds)é Noah requ
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people were indifferent and did not care. The Lord then shut the door of the Ark so no one could
either enter or go out. Rain began to fall... All the outlets of thebady of water beneath the earth

burst open, all the floodgates of the sky were opened and rain fell on the earth. The water became
deep enough for the ark to float. The water became deep and the ark drifted on the surface. People ran
to the ark but the &rd had shut the door of the ark. People looked for a place to protect them but in
vain, neither high buildings nor mountains... nor... nor... anything could shelter them. And the flood
continued for forty days.

x How did Noah gather all beasts, animals bimds?
x How many persons went into the ark?
x Who shut the door of the ark?

Noah sent out a raven after a long time, but the raven did not come back (why?). Then he sent out
a dove and it returned to him as it could not find a place to alight. Then heute¢hte dove once
more and it returned to him with a fresh olive leaf in its beak. Then he sent out the dove again but this
time it did not come back, so Noah understood that plants appeared. And the Ark came to rest on the
mountain of Ararat.

x Why dthalravéntgo back to Noah?
x What do you think of the two dovesd behavior

Conclusion
x Obedience is essential to prove our faith and to strengthen our relationship with God.

Applications
x  What is the relationship between the Ark and the church? What arenitegiies?

x What happened to those who followed the advice of the man of God and what happened to the
others?
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L ESSONS FOR THEM ONTH OF DECEMBER

Week1l: St. John Chrysostom
Week?2: Jacob And Esau: Begging For Blessing
Week 3. Isaac Blesses Jacob

Week4: Jacob Loses His Son Joseph
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Week 1- St. John Chrysostom

Objective
x Showing courage in announcing truth.

Memory Verse

AYes, and all who desire to |live godly in Chri
References

x AThe Precious Gemo (Al Khareeda Al Naf eessa)
x imMe Egyptian Churcho Page 54

Introduction
x Review the previous lesson with the students.
x Who knows the name of the Patriarch of this picture?
(The Servant distributes the pictures among the children as a means of illustration)

Lesson Outlines

John Chrysostomwvas not Egyptian, but he was a foreign scholar whom the church loved and
valued in the whole world. He was born in Antioch and was soundly brought up. Thanks to his
mother who instructed him in the holy instructions and orthodox faith. He was famous Yature,
piety, righteousness and boldness in telling truth and courage. He was called the Second John the
Baptist. He was ordained deacon and then he was chosen to be Patriarch of Constantinople.

Where was St. John born?

Who brought him up?

Why was hecalled the Baptist?
Where was he ordained a Patriarch?

X X X X

We know that the children of God who are honest and sincere always meet with temptations and
persecution and the Scripture says: All who desire to live a godly life... the devil fights them making
useof different means and persons. This is what happened to St. John Chrysostom. Empress Indoxia
was furious with him because he reproached her for her recklessness and her actions that were not
suitable. Let us give some examples.

Empress Indoxia passeday wi dowdés field and she admired it
complained to John Chrysostom and requested him to restore her field back to her from the empress.
The saint wrote to the queen but she did not answer him. He sent some people tdhezdoegive
the field back to the widow but she refused. John intended to punish her by using the authority of the
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church. So when she came to the church on the Cross Day to attend the Holy Mass he stood by the
door and prevented her from entering. Oh&ear guards drew out his sword to kill him but his hand
became paralyzed and the queen returned to her palace.

This saint suffered from many persecutions that caused his death. John was eloquent and fluent ir
preaching that is why he was called Chrysostbia wrote many beautiful writings such as essays,
preaching, interpretations of the Bible and several letters. The blessing of this saint be with us all,
Amen.

x Why was he given the title AChrysostomo?
x Why was the queen angry with him?

x How did the Pope push her?

x  What are the works of this saint?

x  Who remembers the verse?

x Let us repeat together: All who desire to live...

Conclusion

x  St. John Chrysostom was known for his nice words that enriched the church for long time till
the present time. We can learn watch what we say and make sure that our words are
constructive and beneficial to others.

Applications
Fill in the spaces with a suitable word:
x Pope John Chrysostom was ordained Patriarc

x St. John was given the tit |wveasdledtyesSecend dohm b e
t he Baptist because he was ¢éé

x Al'll who desire to |Iive a godly Iife in Chr
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Week 2- Jacob And Esau: Begging For Blessing

Objective:
x Recognizing the value of the blessing.

Memory Verse
ALooking danyagreaetffgl Il estort of the grace of Go

References

x Genesis 2627
x AiThe Life of Jacobo by F. B. Mayer

x AiStories of the Fathers and the Prophets: Ja
Introduction

The Servant checks the homework and the vamslesets the scene for the new lesson as follows:

x What is Abrahamés most i mportant characteris
x What is the name of Abrahamés wife?

x Who is the son of both Abraham and Sarah?

Lesson Outline

We know that Abraham i s | s aRebe6ca betame pregmant ands a a c
then gave birth to twin sons. The second was weak and slim. He was born holding tightly to the heel
of Esau, the red son. The first was given the name Esau and the second was given the name of Jacob.

x  What are the names ofls@as s ons ?
x How were they like?

The two children grew up together but their ways of living were different. Esau became a hunter,
but Jacob was a quiet man who stayed at home and bred animals. Isaac preferred Esau because he
enjoyed eating the animals Esadldd and because Esau was his firetn son. But Rebecca
preferred Jacob because he was quiet and dwelt in tents (Concentrate on the concept of birthright and
its importance).

The fist born becomes a leader among his brothers.
He inherits the blessing.

The Spiritual heritage is his.

Christ is descended from the first born...

X X X X
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So the birthright is a very good heritage. Esau did not care for birthright and he did not care for the
bl essing. .. He came in from hunt i n¢péivehhen awa s
pottage of lentils and declared that he was ready to sell him his birthright. Thus Esau despised his
birthright and deprived himself of the blessing.

x What are the advantages of birthright?
x Compare between Esau and Jacob.

Isaac Blesses Jacob
x Read Genesis 27
x What did Jacobdés mother do so that Jacob m
x  Where did Esau go at that time?

Jacobds characteristics and the promiseé Jac
mot her and how he Tdheec eb Ilvedsihnigs ifsathaao@&bdsée W
convinced that Jacob was the son who deserved the blessing. Isaac ate the food Jacob offered him ar
gave him all the blessings... and then Esau came but there was no blessing left... This is a punishmer
for his recklessness and carelessness.

x Why was Jacob accepted and Esau rejected?
x  What will Esau do when he knows what Jacob has done?

Conclusion

x You can be blessed |ike Jacob and you <can
sincerely and truthfly to the Lord Jesus, with you heart full of faith.

x Jesus will give you the new nature and the spiritual blessing through the Holy Spirit.
x Do not be in a hurry, be patient as the blessing is coming to you so long as you deserve it.

Applications
x In your noebook write the words of blessing with which Isaac blessed his son Jacob (Genesis
27,28,29)
x  Children act this story.

x Rearrange the words of the following verse and study it: Goebf -to -grace-it- the -that -
no one-obtain-to i fail
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Week 3- Jacob Works With His Uncle Laban

Objective
x Good work saves its doer.
References
x Genesis 29
x AStudies on the Book of Genesiso Sporting, A

Memory Verse

Al am with you and wil|l keep you wherever you

Introduction
x Review with the childrenhie previous lesson.

x How did Jacob receive the blessing and how did he behave when he knew that Esau was
angry with him?

Lesson Outline

On the way ...When Jacob left Beersheba for Haran so that Esau might be calm... and he went on
in his way with the helpfoGod and through the blessings of his parents... he went on walking till
dark fell and he raised his blessed prayer and promised the holy promise and slept between the hands
of God and saw the wonder f ul dr eamé withlaegeld adder
going up and coming down in it.

x  Why did Jacob pray and what did he promise?
x  What was the dream that he saw?

Beside the wellat Haranl acob arri ved at the well and sat t
His uncle Laban knew him througiis daughters. They invited him to stay with them.

x Why coul dnoét the girls take water from the w
x  What did Jacob do?

x How did Laban know that he was his relative?

Jacob the Shepherdecause of Jacobds wisdom and iGodods L
numbers... Laban asked Jacob to stay with them at Haran. Jacob was a very clever shepherd.

x How many years did Jacob stay with Laban?
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x  Why did Laban love him?

Conclusion
x In times of trouble, do not fall into despair but be sure that God is near.

x How awesme is the church! Do not forget that it is the gate to heaven and the house of
angels so always direct your heart to Christ, as the church is his.

Applications
x  The Servant gives the children questions to be answered in their notebooks.
x Studyingvesperstht suit this | esson: AWe thank You

x Children use it in their prayers till the end of this term... Vespers should be distributed either
in print or the children could copy it from books and the Servant can run competitions.
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Week 4- Jacob Loses His Son Joseph

Objective
x To |learn from Josephos-deailedi ence, | ove, sacr

Memory Verse
AHe made him a tunic of many colorso (Genesi s

References

x Genesis 37
The Life of Josepho by F. B. Mayer
Il 611 see i ffay by oRrh.er¥%owgsxefsaAsaad

x f
x f

Introduction
The Servant checks the homework and gives some questions to set the scene for the new lesson.

x What is the name of Abrahamés son?

x What are the names of | saacbés two sons?
x Who was the elder?

x  Who received the blessing?

Lesson Outline

Jacobds sons had gone to take care of his floc
He waited for his children to come back but they did not come. His anxiety grew more.

Jacob sent Joseploseph was ready to go to his brothétfs.carried food to his brothers. He
searched for them. He was tiredé at | ast he met

The plot against Josepd:o s ephés brothers took revenge. The
well... the Ishmaelites... the wolf... the colored robe.

x Inwhatwe e Joseph and Chr i sthessihated hirdbotPweleBaddt her 6 s
conspiracy murder-forgiveness).

x Mention the pains Joseph suffered and endured.

Conclusion
x God cares for every soul and for every person. He also cares for you. He cakbdaftam,
Jacob and Joseph and He still cares for you.

x He helps wus 1 n times of troubl e. Hi s angel s
you and | will keep you wherever you goo ( Ge
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Applications
x  The children write the aforementiongdestions in their notebook and answer them.
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L ESSONS FOR THEM ONTH OF JANUARY

Week1l- Simon the Elder and Prophetess Anna
Week?2- Why Christ is Incarnated
Week 3- Epiphany: Baptism

Week4- The Wedding at Cana in Galilee
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Week 1- Simon the Elder and Prophetess Anna

Objective
x Goddbs humbl eness

Memory Verse

ABehold, a virgin shal/l be with a child, and
(Matthew 1:23)

References
x Matthew 1
x Luke 1,2

Introduction

x Jesus was born in a humbl e mang e in spirb foc o mf or
theirs is the kingdom of heaveno

Lesson Outlines

Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem... as a decree was sent out for all citizens to register
themselves for the census. Everyone went to register himself, each of his own town... The time for
Christ to be born drew near... They searched for a place to dwell in but they could not find any
place... Mary gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger... There was
no room for them to stay in the inn.

x  Where was Christ va?
x Why hasné6ét he born in a house?

Some shepherds were spending the night in the fields taking care of their flocks. An angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, but the
angel s a i dnottbe afraidy ®mbehdld) | bring you good tidings of great joy which will be
to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

And this will bethe sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swadyl cloths, lying in a

manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying: Glory to God in the highest, d4).dheon ear
Shepherds were happy to hear the gopaelws of t he Saviorés birth and
newborn baby. Let us repeat the angel sd song of

Prophets of old prophesied of the coming of the Lord Jesus to the world. There were two sincere
people waitingmpatiently forHim to come. Those people were Simon the Elder, who was pious and
righteous and the old Prophetess Anna who never left the temple; day and night she worshipped God,
fasting and praying. Simon was a good priest who always went to the tantpbiead the Scriptures.

One day Simon the Elder read the verse: iBehol d
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what he read and he doubted the truth of the
see t he tr utSimonavhited ahd waitedsaeweek after a week, and a year after a year till
he became very old. He was about 250 years of age. That is why he was called the Elder. One day
when Simon was in the temple, he saw Joseph and Mary bringing the child Jedhs imple.

Jesus was forty days old at that time. According to the Law, the firstborn child was offered to the

Lord and the childbés mother was to offer a t
filled with joy as he knew that the child whoould be born of a virgin as the scripture said, was

Jesus. Simon took the c¢child in his arms and s
may | et your servant go i n peace. For with m

night, Sima the Elder died.

Who sent the good news of the Lordbés Natiyv
Mention the Angel sd song.

Why did Joseph and the Virgin go to the Temple?

When did they go to the temple?

x  What was Simon the Elder doing in the Temple?

x What was tomisetdhonrwtheh be dm not believe the scripture?

x Why was Simon called the AEIl der 07?

x  What did Simon the Elder say when he took the child in his arms?

X X X

X

Conclusion

x  The Lord Jesus Christ desired to correct the mistakes that prevailed among human beings.
Therefore,He came to us and brought us a model to follow.

Applications
x  The children write the previous questions in their notebooks and answer them.

x  Always bear in mind that your aim is to introduce Christ to the children clearly so that they
may knowHim andhave a true knowledge éfim. The baby Christ here blesses the babies...
The child Christ blesses the children. He is always with them and they must be always with
Him.

x Act some scenes to show the joy in heaven (angels) and the pleasure on earth (Shepherd
when the Savior was born.

x The children should make a Nativity Cavern
idea and the children like it as it clarifies the notion of Nativity to them. Encourage them to
bring the parts of the Nativity Cavernf he Nativity Tree) small statues of sheep, shepherds,

a babe, a manger, straw, candles, pieces of colored paper, etc. and give due concern to hov
the angels appear in the cavern.

x  The children could act a simple play about the virgins, the child Jesukaepgh when they
went into the Temple and when they met Simon the Elder.
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Week 2- Why Christ is Incarnated?

Objective

x To understand the greatness of the love of our Lord Jesus Christ to us through the story of
incarnation.

x To understand the church l®labout the incarnation.

Memory Verse
X AiFor God so |l oved the world that He gave hi

References
x A TWNaeture of Christo by Pope Shenouda 1|11

X AAt hanasius On the Incarnatioenmbétn http:// www

Introduction

As we approach the nativity, we have to understand the reasons behind the incarnation and its
purpose. The word incarnation means to take human form. Thus God came down from heaven in a
human form and became man. He is still God with all His charsiits but in the form of man with
all the characteristics of a man (Luke 128). As a strong and mighty God He was able to calm the
sea and perform miracles and raise the dead. On the other hand as a man He hungered, wept and
slept.

Lesson Outlines

The story of incarnation can be traced back to the fall of Adam and Eve in sin (Gene2#§).3:1
God has commanded Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree in the midst of the Garden of Eden but
the serpent tempted and deceived Eve to eat from the tree. Exgaa¢ésddam and he ate from the
tree. Thus Adam and Eve were disobedient to God and they sinned against Him. They also became
knowledgeable of good and evil after they ate from the tree. Therefore, God sent Adam and Eve out
of the Garden and prevented thand their descendants from entering again. However, The merciful
God wanted to restore man to his original place in heaven to enjoy the company of God again. So, He
promised that out of the woman seed a Savior would come who will save us from the bamdiage
authority of the serpent.

|. The Characteristics of the Savior
A suitable Savior to reverse the sin of Adam and Eve must have the following characteristics:

Must be born of the woman seed, i.e. a man.

Must be without sin to be able to triumph againsteiéserpent.

He must die to be able to go to Hades and free all the righteous people waiting there.
He must be unlimited because the sin against God was unlimited.

X X X X
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The only suitable Savior to meet these characteristics would be God but born from aiwtimean

form of a man (the incarnated God). Thus God Himself became man and came to earth as the only
suitableSavior for the human race.

V. The Blessings of Incarnation
x  The paradise was opened again for the righteous.
x God Himself became man and a real exarfgriels to follow.

x He gave us His blood and body in communion as a continuous process for forgiveness of our
sins.

x He left on the promise of preparing a heavenly place for us.

Conclusion
X God came as a man to save us from the hand of the devil and tparpeise again for us.
He has done all of this for us because He loves us.

Applications
x Draw a manger with all the characters that were around the birth of the baby Jesus.
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Week 3- Epiphany: Baptism

Objective
x Baptism is the new birth.

Memory Verse

AThs smy beloved Son, with whom I am well pl eas
References

x  Matthew 3

x John1l

x AiThe Sacrament of Baptismo Road EI Far ag

x AiStories and Tales from the Holy Bibleo Part

Introduction
x Review the previous lesson.

x Bring the children to the@n of Jesusod baptism at the Fro
Orthodox tradition). If this is not possible, we recommend using means of illustration such as
the picture of John the Baptist baptizing Christ if the children cannot get direct experience.

Lesson Outlines
x  Where was Christ baptized?
Why wasHe baptized? How?
Is it necessary for us to be baptized?
Who of you attended the baptism of a child?
Do you see the Holy Spirit coming on the water?
Did you see the priest anointing the child with the holy dmy{Chrism)?

Did you see the Holy Spirit coming on the child? This is a mystery. We called it a mystery
because we cannot see the Holy Spirit when He sanctifies the heart, but he works.

X X X X X X

I.  Baptism and Chrism (Myron)

1. What do you usually do when your bodynist clean? You wash.

2. Then what will you put oné clean clothes or
3. What would happen if | did not take a bath and put on clean clothes?

4. What would happen if | took a bath and put on dirty clothes? Baptism means washing the
heart and the naterof man, and Chrism is the coming of the Holy Spirit and this means that

we receive a new nature inside us, AFor as m
Christo (Galatians 3:27).

How can we make ourselves clean from every sin?

Canthisbedoe by our deeds or the deeds of others

o U
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we have done, but according to His mercy He save us, through the washing of regeneration
and renewal of the Holy Spirito (Titus 3:5
7. Is our baptism the same as the Baptism oh3aofThe Servant tells the children the story of
Johndéds Baptiegm) (Acts 19:1
8. Does the Holy Spirit come on children? (Th
to Elizabeth and the coming of theworb)l y Sp

[I. What is Baptism like? What can we compare it with?

It is |Ii ke Noahods Ar k. 't is |Iike the crossi
was a cloud over them. So it is performed by immersion.

x How was Jesus baptized in the Joréaver?

VI.  The Story of Chrism (Myron)

The apostles practiced it first by laying hands as we read in the Book of Acts. Then they found a
suitable material, . e. the ointments which
women who went to the gve on Sunday morning. These ointments were used by the apostles in
anointing the newly baptized persons ABut you

Applications
x Show a video of Baptism of one of the church children.

x It is recommended thathe children attend a baptism celebration so that they see for
themselves how this sacrament is practiced and to take part in the prayers.

JANUARY 65



Sunday School Curriculum Grade 6

Week 4- The Wedding at Cana in Galilee

Objective
x Sharing the people their joys and sorrows is a religious necessity

Memory Verse

ARejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with
References
x John 2:111

Introduction
x Who remembers a miracle performed by Christ?
x  Where did he perform it?
x Use the picture of the Wedding at Cana for demonstration.

Lesson Outlines

There was a wedding in the village of Cana in Galilee near Nazareth. Mary, the mother of Jesus
was one of those invited. St. Mary went to the wedding party to share them their joys as the verse
says: AfRejoice withephwsehwhbose) whoe weldgppd. wéde
disciples. The Lord Jesus always shared people their joys and grief.

They entered the house. There at the door were six big jars filled with water. People washed the
feet of those who entered and offerednthwater to drink. In one of the rooms, some men were
drinking wine. It seems that those people were poor. The wine was all drunk up and there was no
more wine to drink. People began to whisper and the people celebrating the wedding felt ashamed, as
they mould not offer wine to the guests and to their neighbors. But Virgin Mary was sure that Jesus,
herSon could do everything, so she whisperetins ear sayi ng, AThere i s n
her and knew that she wantklém to perform a miraculous déeBut Jesus had not started making
miraculous deeds yet...of counde had started teaching and preaching and He had disciples but the
time for performing miracles had not come yet and the time for showing and det¢lgipgwer to
the people had not canyet. But St. Mary knew that Jesus loved her andHbatould do something
so she went i mmediately to thedleseeVvbhstyoand &ad
waited for the miracle to happen.

x What happened to the wine? Why?
x Completetoer s e : ARejoice with those whoéo

Lord Jesus Christ does not like drinking wine, neither does Virgin Mary ...He saw that the people
were poor and ashamed Ble wanted to give them something better than wine. Jesus said to the
servant s, A Fiwalt etrba s el hjea rdsm andidiliett tlse jacs ue tp thel brim.
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Jesus said to them, ANow draw some out, and t

miracle happened... the water turned into wine. But the wine, which Jesus madepdagine and

it made the drunkards come back to their minds, as it was good different kind of wine. When the

steward tasted the water that was turned into wine, not knowing what happened, he was astonished a
the wine tasted ver dthebridegrooma kedp thhsegood winedill the endflofy ¢
the wedding? This good wine should have been served first, then the poor wine should have
followed.

x  Who performed the miraculous deed?

x  What sort of wine did Jesus offer?

x Who told Jesus that the wine gaout?

x  Why did the Lord perform this miracle?

Let us say together: Through the Intercess

X

The Servant must clarify that when Christ blessed the wieeg]id not mean to encourage people
to drink wine, as that wine was juice in &sind power. The Lord Christ obeyed Virgin Mary &tel
performed this miracle althoudte had not yet begun the time of making miracles. The Servant must
al so emphasize Christodos attitude on every occ
in the society in which he lives. He must share other people in their joys and grief without fanaticism.

Conclusion

x Jesus performelis first miraculous deed to honor Virgin Mary. So resort to her... ask for her
protection. Ask her to pray for you... andardede with hefon to give us what we need.

Applications

x Write this prayer in your notebook and stu
Let your right hand bless this food, which we are having and give food to the hungry.

x Recite the folloung prayer after you eat your meal: We thank You O Lord as you are
merciful to us and you offer us all good things. We pray to you to give us a share in the
heavenly meal. Amen.

x The Servant divides the class into groups and these groups should visiispatigpray for
them. They also visit those in grief and pray for them.

x  The Servant asks the children to bring St. Mark Gospel with them and read chaptés210:46
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BEGINNING OF FEBRUARY TILL JONAHGS FAST

Use Filler Lessons (placed at the beginning of ¢hbook) until the Sunday before
Jonahos fast.
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L ESSONS FORJONAH GBS FAST

Jonahoés f ast comes two weeks before the Greas
|l essons are for the Sunday before and the Sun

Week before Fast:Maximus and Domadius

Week after Fast: Gideon (1)
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Week before Fast - Maximus and Domadius

Objective
x Continuous prayerséprayer all the ti me

Memory Verse

AAl ways ought to pray and do not | ose hearto (
References

x AThe Precious GENafeessQ)ARartlIKkhar eeda A

x AiThe Fifth Generation: Maxi mus and Domadi uso

Introduction
x Review the previous lesson.
x Who of you has ever visited a monastery?
x How many monks live there?

Lesson Outlines

. Their Childhood

This is tre picture of two monks. They are two saints. Their names are Maximus and Domadius.
Maximus was olderTheir father was King Phalintianus (Lauindius) King of Rome. Their father
brought them up well and instructed them in Christian faith. They used to pthg &cripture says:

AAl ways ought to prayo. They used to fast alll t
used to celebrate the Saintsé days. They both |
brothers prayed:.Wa desi® tosbeconve anonkso @uide ysdouthe holy place.

Ameno. After they had prayed, they said to thei

Their father agreed. .. The two Dbr ot heYos hatehankec
answered au prayer o. The Lord guided them to a Mon
Aghabius.

What are the names of the two saints?

What is the name of their father?

What did they pray for?

Did their father agree?

Where did they go?

What is the name of the Psteof the Monastery?

X X X X X X
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[I. With Father Aghabius

They reached the monastery in Syria and met Father Aghabius...They bowed to the ground... then
they said to him, AWe want to become monkso.
cannot bearitas see you are accustomed to the | ife o
and we are ready to work by our hands and pray as the Scripture says: Always ought to pray...We are
al so ready to fasto. Fat her Adglabiims twmas mgln&ec
which is a long black cloak. He taught them how to work with their hands and make sails for ships.
The saints became famous. King Lauindius looked for them everywhere but in vain. He was in great
grief. One day, one of his officewas traveling on a ship and he saw that there was a big cross on the
sail and the two names Maximus and Domadius were written on the cross. The officer kept silent, as

he was surprised. Then he said to thefiThesteoer
names of saints and they Ilive in our towno. T
AThe younger has a short beard and the el der
seem to be primced. sididd thiesof ieicers ANo, It
bought the sails from them and when | discovered that they are good hearted people, | wrote their
names on the sail of my ship as a bl esfshrnagm.
Syriao, the sailor answered. The officer said
their father is a king and he has been search

When the officer knew where they were, he informed King Lauindius, ibether with the
gueen and their daughter visited the saints and tried to make them go back with them but they refusec
and preferred the life of a monk to that of a prince. Their father was pleased with them and asked
them to pray for him and for the pata They promised to do so and he left the place.

x  Who led the king to the place where his sons were?
x Let us say the verse: Always ought to pray...

[l. With Father Macarius

Father Aghabius advised them to go to Egypt to stay with St. Macarius as hd himsgdldepart
soon. They stayed with him till he died. They went to St. Macarius. They bowed to him and the
following conversation ran between them:

Two Brothers: Peace be to you.

Anba Macarius: Peace and grace be to you.

Two Brothers: Guide us because want to be your disciples.

Anba Macarius: The monksdé I|ife is difficult.
Two Brothers:Jesus will give us power. You advise us and we shall obey you.

Anba Macarius: Go and dig a hole for you to live in and bring palm leaves from the forest and make a
roof for your cell and stay there (He said this and he thought that they would leave).

Two Brothers: What shall we do for our living?

Anba Macarius: Make baskets and give them to the night guard and he will sell them and buy you
food (He showed them how to kebaskets).
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x Who became their father in Egypt?

x How did they earn their living in Syria?
x How did they earn their living in Egypt?
x What did they eat?

x How did they prepare their cell?

VI. Their Life in Egypt

They used an axe and made a hole in the rock antihaed digging till they made a cell. They
covered it with palm leaves and made an opening for light to enter. They spread two mats on the
ground and made a wooden cross and raised it to the top of the door of their cell. They spent three
years in that lace. They spoke to no one. They left the cell only to go to church. St. Macarius was
anxious so he went there to visit them to know how they lived. They welcomed him and were pleased
to see him. They bowed to him and kissed his hands. They wove theepalmle s. At t hr ee
St. Macarius laid the table. He put three loaves and a jug of water on the table. St. Macarius prayed:
RO Lord, bless this food. We pray you give the

When night came, St. Maicght uwi slaiyyoud.l TBhayl sp
him beside the wall. St. Macarius brought a brick of stone and put his cloak on it and made the sign
of the cross, shut his eyes and pretended that
me knoweer yt hi ng about these two saintso. The two
saw that St. Macarius had closed his eyes, the two saints stood up and prayed. They made the sign of
the cross and continued praying all the nightlong.

x  What does the@ipture say?

They bowed down and St. Macarius opened his eyes and saw the cell lit up as if it were daytime
and he saw angels around the saints holding swords to drive demons away... The two saints went on
praying till the next morning. They threw therh&s to the ground and slept and St. Macarius
pretended that he was fast asleep and then he got up rubbing his eyes. The two saints also rubbed
their eyes and stood up again to pray. After they had finished their prayer St. Macarius greeted them
andsaidda t hem: ARemember me in your prayerso. They
prayers fathero and they bowed to him.

x  What did St. Macarius see at night?
x  Where did he sleep?
x What were the angels holding in their hands?

V. Their End

A few days late the elder brother fell ill...What is his name? The younger brother went to St.
Macarius to call him...he came. He prayed for him but that was the sickness of death...He died. St.
Macarius prayed for him and buried him. After three days the youngerebuitdd and St. Macarius
prayed over his body and buried the body. Their pure bodies are buried in an old church sanctuary in
t he Baramus Monastery. There is a cavern in the
blessing of their prayers betwius...Amen.
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x  What are the names of the saints?
x Who was a father to them in Syria? And in Egypt?
x Where were they buried?

Conclusion
x We are in need of prayer for our soul like food for our body
x Prayer is more enjoyable if we contemplate the prayer befoitng it.

x Have you tested the power of prayer and its effect in your life and how the Lord answers your
prayer? The Scripture says: fAKnock and it

Applications
x Let us pray for our friend (name) who islsi
x Let us pray so that the Lord may keep us from evil.
x Make a review of the texts of recitation as a preparation for the next lesson.
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Week after J-cGideom@)s Fast

Objective
x To learn about Gideon and his story in the Old Testament.

x To learn tha God can change the weak person into a strong mighty man and the doubt into
certainty.

Memory Verse
ASurel vy, I wi || be with youd (Judges 6:16)

References
x AThe Book of Judgevalaty By f ather Tadros

X AiThe Book of Judgeso The New Open Bible

Introduction

After Joshuadied, Judges guided the Israelites. A Judge was someone with wisdom, courage and
guided by the spirit of God to lead and judge among the Jews atnteat3amson, Gideon and
Deborah were the most famous judges. In this lesson we will learn about Gideon and how he met
with God.

Lesson Outlines

After getting into the Promexl Land the Israelites forgtie great things that God did for them.
Theystaw d wor shiping idols and statues. Even, Gi de
image beside it to worship it. So, their enemies (the Midianites) stole their land, animals and crops.

The children of Israel asked God for help to save them from ¢heimies. Surely, God would never
turn down His childrends request and He woul d r

One day God came and sat under a tree in the
working on their wheat in the winepress place. He was hiding hihnfar 6 s cr op from ¢t h
God appeared to Gideon and greeted him and sai
Gideon said to Him: dAif the Lord is wit-h3).us why
God told Gideon that he woula:lthe man to save his people from their enemies. He encouraged him

and told him ASurely, I owi || be with youo.

Gideon wanted to be sure that this is a message from God so he asked God to wait until he brings
him something to eat. Gideon prepared a yound god unleavened bread. When he brought the
goat and the bread to the Lord to eat, the Lord instructed him to put the meat and the bread on a rock.
Then, the Lord touched the meat and the bread with a staffi¢hladd inHis hand and fire rose from
the rack and consumed the meat and the bread. The Lord also disappeared instantly. So, Gideon was
amazed and was sure that he had seen God. Gideon built an altar to the Lord in this place.

The Lord had asked Gideon to deshirsoyf aBtahae r66ss at
He also asked him to take a bull and to offer it as a sacrifice. In the same night Gideon took ten men
with him and broke Baal 6s altar, burned the woo
the morning when people woke and found out what he did, they wanted to kill him. But his father
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defended him and told them that if it is a true God, he should defend himself. So, all the enemies of
Israel gathered together against Gideon and his people because he broke theBalhr Gideon
sounded the trumpet and gathered the tribes of Israel with him to go in war against the enemies.

X Whom do you think will win the war Gideon and his followers or the enemies? We will find
out the answer next lesson.

Conclusion
X God came immediaty to the help oHis children the Israelites once they asked for His help.

X This is the same way that He treats us. If we ask for His Helpyill always be there to help
us and save us from all evil things.

Applications
x Look in the book of Judges foreamames of other judges for Israel.
x  Study the story of one more Judge and write it dowr2rphge project.
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Week 0- Gideon (1)

Objective
x To learn that God gives victory tdis children
x God can win with a small number of people

Memory Verse
AThe peoplid hwhyoouaraeg ewt oo many for Meo (Judges

References
x Sunday School book for grade 5 from the Greek Orthodox Church
x AThe Book of Judgeso By father Tadros Y. Mal

X AiThe Book of Judgeso The New Open Bible

Introduction

x Review the previous lesson about Gideord how he saw God. Check if they remember
where the previous story of Gideon ended?

X Gideon was surrounded by his people to enter into a war against the Midianites because he
broke the altar of Baal and burned the wooden image.

Lesson Outlines

Gideon wated to be sure that God is with him afd will help him to win the war against the
enemy. He asked God to show him a sign. He placed fleece of wool outside and asked that God
would make it wet when all the ground around it would be dry. So, it happesteasj he requested.

Then he asked God again to make the fleece of the wool dry when all the ground around it would be
wet. So, in the morning the fleece of wool was dry when all the ground around it was covered with
dew. Then, Gideon was sure that Godiih him and will save Israel with his hand.

When God saw that there were too many people gathering around Gideon for the war, He told
Gideon thatHe need to decrease the number so they would know that God is the one who helped
them to win not their owtarge number or power. Gideon asked anyone who is afraid to return back
to his home. So, twentiyvo thousands of the people returned. Yet, God thought that the people left is
still too many so He told Gideon to take them down to the water to drink andsairebrio him,
AEveryone who | aps from the water with his ton
likewise everyone who gets down on his knees to drink. And the number of those who lapped, putting
their hand to their mouth, was three hundneeh; but all the rest of the people got down on their
knees to drink water. Then the Lord said to Gideon: By the three hundred men who lapped | will save
you, and deliver the Midianites into your hand.
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And it happened on the same night that the I
for |1 have delivered it into your hand. But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with
Purah your servant, and you shall hear what they say; amdafteyour hands shall be strengthened
to go down against the camp. Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outpost of the armec
men who were in the camp. Now the Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of the East, were
lying in the valley as nmerous as locusts; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the
seashore in multitude. And when Gideon had come, there was a man telling a dream to his
companion. He said: | have had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbtld into
camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned, and the tent collapsed.
Then his companion answered and said: This is nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son of
Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand God has detivigtidian and the whole camp.” And so it was,
when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he worshiped. He returned to
the camp of I srael, and said: Arise, for the

Gideon gae every man of the three hundred a trumpet and a torch inside an empty pitcher. They
all surrounded the camp of the enemy. Then Gideon blew the trumpet in his had and all the men
bel ow the trumpet and broke t he piatd&ideom $heia nd
enemy got scared and they fled. So Gideon wan the war just as the Lord told him.

Conclusion

x God is the one who gives triumph and victory to his children. He chose Gideon and was with
him all the way till he won the war with very smallmber of fighters, only 300 men.

Applications
x  Write a story of one of the other judges of Israel.
x Read the story of Gideon in the Bible in Judgés 6
x Search the web for things related to Gideon.
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Week 1- Fasting: Esther

Objective
x Fasting strengthens oworship

Memory Verse

AConsecrate a fast call a sacred assemblyo (Jo
References

x  The Book of Esther

x AiThe I nterpretation of Esthero Sporting, Ale

Introduction
x  Where can you find the Book of Esther in the Holy Bible?
x Do you know who is Esther?mfl what did she do for her people?

Lesson Outlines

Xerxes, king of India and Persia gave a banquet for all his officials. For 180 days he made a show
of the riches of the imperial court with all its splendor and majesty. The king sent for his wife, as he
wanted to show off her beauty to all the officials and all his guests. But the queen refused to come.
This made the king furious. He issued a royal proclamation that Queen Vashti may never again
appear before the king. The king made a search to find scaméfobyoung virgins to choose one of
them to be queen instead of Vashti. Mordecai brought Esther his cousin to the king who admired her
beauty and chose her to be queen instead of Vashti. Two of the palace eunuchs plotted to assassinate
the king. Mordeciatold the queen and the queen told the king. This good deed of Mordecai was
written down in the official records of the empire. The king had appointed Haman a minister and
ordered all his officials in his service to show their respect for Haman by kmesloh bowing to
him. Mordecai refused to bow to Haman. Haman was furious when he realized Mordecai was not
going to kneel and bow to him. He ordered all his servants to bow down to him they all bowed to him
except Mordecai and Haman became very furiousnaiadecided to kill all the Jews and took
permission to do that.

A proclamation was sent to all rulers, governors and officials. It contained the instructions that on
a single day all Jews were to be killed. When Mordecai learned of all that had beehedtmre, his
clothes in anguish. Then he dressed in sackcloth, covered his head with ashes... wailed loudly and
bitterly. There was loud mourning among the Jews. They fasted, wept and wailed. Mordecai
explained the situation to Esther and asked her tondopead with the king and beg him to have
mercy on her people. Esther advised Mordecai and the Jews to fast and pray for her, and not to eat or
drink anything for three days and nights.

Esther entered the Kingds r oo mquetshe waspreparing d t h
for him. The king and Haman accepted the invitation. Haman had the gallows built to have Mordecai
hanged on it. The same night the king could not get to sleep, so he ordered the official records of the
empire to be brought and reamhim. The part they read included the account of how Mordecai had
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uncovered a plot to assassinate the king. The king ordered Haman to get the royal robes and a horse
the royal crown and provide these honors to Mordecai. So Haman got the robes amsiethanitiohe
put the robes on Mordecai. Mordecai got on the horse, and Haman led him through the City Square,

announcing to the people as they went, ifSee h
invited the king and Haman to another banqubateT ki ng sai d to Esther, g
it I 61 1| even give you half the empireo. Esth

and her people.

The king was furious and ordered that Haman would be hanged on the gallows whigbahedpre
for Mordecai. The king gave his ring with the seal on it to Mordecai who quickly wrote letters and
sent them to all towns ordering rulers and governors to protect the Jews and not to destroy them. The
Jews observed the fourteenth and fifteenth daysdar as holidays every year. These were the days
on which the Jews had rid themselves of their enemies: They called the feast the Festival of Purim.

x The Servant should draw the childrendés att
not deliver her people except by fasting and prayer. The case is also true with us, no matter
how young we are, we can deliver the church if we fast and pray with submission.

x He who digs a hole for his brother falls in it. This is a fact, which is always truechildeen
must apply this to their practical life.

x The children learn from the events of the lesson that when the church is in trouble, the
members of Sunday School must begin their work by fasting and praying. The church
nowadays is in need of people w@o bear responsibilityéthos:c
life for worship, those people who have zeal like Esther, zeal without worship is useless.

x In your lesson use a picture of the cross on which Mordecai was going to be hanged on.
x Letthe childrenrepeahte | essonbés verse with you.

x Read the details of the story in the Holy Bible. When you say that Esther advised her people
to fast, encourage the children to fast Wednesday and Friday.

Conclusion

x By fasting and prayers demons go out, your-seiftrol becomg strong, your worship
becomes supported and you can attract many people to God.

Applications

x What do you know about: Esther, Xerxes, Haman, and Mordecai (this question should be
answered in the notebook).
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Week 2- Offering Of Isaac

Objective
x Obedience t&od

Memory Verse

AYou shal.l |l ove the Lord your God with all yo
strength and with all you mindo (Luke 10:27)
References

x Genesis 22

Introduction

x What is the name of Abrahamés only begotten
x Whatishisvni f eds name?

x  When was Isaac born?

Lesson Outlines

Abraham | oved Isaac his son very much. The 1
Abraham, take your only begotten son whom you loved and offer iieto as a sacri fi ceo

x  What did the Lord order Abrahata do? Why?

Abraham | oves the Lord and knows the verse AY
| saac his son. The boy went to him quickly as
carry the wood for the sacrifice and walk withe t o t he mountain to offer
happened in the early morning. Abraham ordered the servants to cut the wood, put it on his donkey
and he, his son, and the servants went on a long journey that took three days. On the third day, they
reaeched the mountain. Abraham ordered his servan
and | will go over there and worship and then w
the wood for the sacrifice and he himself carried a knifeli@edcoals for starting the fire. As they
wal ked along together, |l saac said, AFat her 0. H
you have the coals and the wood, but where is t

Himself willproi de oneo.

C
h

x  Who carried the wood?
x Who would provide the lamb?
x  Who remembers the verse?
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Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on it. Isaac looked around but the lamb was not
there, but he was sure that God would provide the lamb. Then Abrahamdeclaréi Yo u my s«

the sacrificeo. | saac neither refused nor es:i
desires is good. Abraham tied up his son and placed him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he
picked up the knife to kill him. But tha n g e | of the Lord called hi
Abr ahamo. He answered, AYes, here | amo. i Do

I know that you honor and obey God because vy
Abraham looked @und and saw a ram caught in a bush by its horns. He went and got it and offered
it as a burnt offering instead of his son. Abraham and Isaac, his son went back happily. Isaac was &
symbol of our Lord Jesus Christ who offettiduinself as a sacrifice on tleeoss to redeem people.

x How did the Lord test Abraham? Why?
x  Whom did Isaac stand for?

Conclusion

x God is the most important thing in our life and he should be obeyed above all our feelings,
desires. He should also be obeyed above all other men.

Applications
x Give something you like to a poor child to learn the spirit of sacrifice.
x  Write the story of offering Isaac as a sacrifice and read it to your parents and brothers.
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Week 3- Confession

Objective
x  Standing firm in Christ.

Memory Verse
Al f we csing Heeisfathfub and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
Unrighteousnesso (1 John 1:9)

References

x ALet us go t o-Repehtancecamd confegseMyh elc or d I conf ess
booklets from Sporting, Alexandria

Introduction

x As aServant, list all your sins precisely, pray and remember what you should confess, go to
confession and receive communion.

x What is a sacrament?

x  What is the meaning of an ecclesiastical Sacrament? It is a consecrated work through which a
believer receives anvisible grace through visible material.

x How many sacraments are there?

x How is a sacrament fulfilled? A lawful priest utters some holy words, which are known, and
uses a known material such us water in Baptism.

Lesson Outlines

In the lesson about Baptisiwe know that we through Baptism acquire a new nature, but we live
in the world so we may make mistakes. How can we clean ourselves from these mistakes? Through

new washing and clean c¢cl othes. .. Tel |l tteete c hi |
(John 13).

During the Last Supper, on Maundy Thursday, the Lord Jesus Christ poured some water into a
vessel and askddis disciples to draw nearsothtid¢ mi ght wash their feet. P
but Jesus said to hfeemyou Wil rfo lohgerdddy nait s oviapslhe dy.0 uR e
ALord. .. then wash my hands and head too0o0. Al l
completely clean, and does not have to wash himself, except for his feet, to clean himself from the
dustoft he worl d, i.e. sin Alf we say we have no si

Sin is like pus in the wound... If we do not clean it, it will corrupt the wound and then you have to put
a cleansing material on the wound. Thus you haveotdess and then receive the Holy Body and
Blood of Christ.

. What Makes Confession Lawful?

1. Confession should be to a priest (John 20:23).
2. You must examine your conscience and count your sins, which you made against the Lord
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and against your neighbors.
3. You stould feel how ugly and horrible sin is. You should repent and have the intention of not
returning to it through the grace of God.
4. You should come to the priest, bow before
Prayer, and confess your sins prebysvithout hiding any sin.
You must not mention any names during confession lest you should reveal their mistakes.
You should obey the priest and follow his advice.

o U

X

Why was the sacrament of penance and confession set?

x  Why did the Lord take flesh and beea man?

x When and how did our Lord lay the foundations of this Sacrament?

x  What are the conditions that make confession lawful?

x Mention the ver se: | f we confess our sinseé
Conclusion

x Like washing our cloth regularly to be clean, so is confession to the Isasila regular
washing process from our sins so that we are spiritually clean and ready for communion.

Applications:

1. The children should practice the following:
x  Prayer

Reading the Word of God

Attending the Holy Mass in the early morning

Not to swear

Not to call others names

Repent, confess ad receive communion.

Read John 6 as a home assignment for next lesson.
Confess at least once a month.

Create a spiritual diary for the students to follow on their regularity in these spiritual
habits.

2. The servant shubd accompany the children to confession at least once a month.

X X X X X X X X
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Week 4- The Talents: Rewarding the Hardworking Man

Objective

x  Encourage the children to use their talents in serving God and refer to the lazy man who is
punished for hiding this talent in tigeist.

Memory Verse
AGi ve an account of your stewardshipo (Luke 16

References
x Matthew 25:14
x ASt . Matt hewés Gospel 0o Fagal a, Page 106, 107

Introduction
x Review the previous lesson.

x The Servant reads the parable of Talents in Matthew 2ZX%#en he asks abt the points of
this parable. Of course you will feel ashamed if somebody calls you a servant, but what we
mean by fiservantso is people who are |l oyal t

To The Servant

1. You have been entrusted with a precious property, i.e., the childrem wbu have to serve.

They need your effort and care. This is the property of which you will hand in a complete
account... Examine yourself... did you trade with them and win other children or did you leave
them as they are or did you neglect what the Il given to you?

2. Remember each one of them when you pray... Be a good model for them. Woe to him by
whom temptations come.

3. Consider the talents that God has given you and see how you traded with them (Knewledge
health-time - the members of your body).

4. Contemplate the case of the Dishonest Steward who invested what would be taken from him
in order to prepare a happy living for himself later on. Compare this with the matters
pertaining to this world, which will be taken from us after death, and considemie must
trade with them in the hope that we may gain eternal life (Luke 11%).1

Lesson Outlines

One day, the master of some servants had to travel. He called his servants and entrusted them his
property. To one he gave five talents, to another twantiiher one (A talent of silver equals thirty
Egyptian pounds). The master wanted his servants to work and trade and because when he comes
back they would AGive an account of your stewar

x What are the talents?
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Talents are gifts like wadom, thinking, discrimination, will, arts, science (knowledge), etc. It is
also found in each member of our body. As for us, has the Lord given us talents? The Lord does not
give us property all the time, but sometimes He gives us potentialities.

x  What isyour talent?

x  The Servant helps the children to discriminate their talents and potentialities, which God gave
each one of them.

We can all pray and prayer is the most important talent, as through prayer, the gates of heaven
open. Prayer is the means thrbwghich we get food for our life. Samir can deliver a speech; Monica
can play the piano; John is intelligent; Peter and Andrew are clever at playing basketball; all of us
have the talent of reading as we joined schools and we can read.

x How many talents dithe first servant receive?

x How many talents did the second servant receive?

x How many talents did the third servant receive?

x Let us repeat together: Give an account of your stewardship.

x What did the servant who took the five talents do? He worked hardiacerely. He was
honest...

The money increased. The servant who took the two talents struggled honestly and the money
increased. But the servant who took one talent dug the land and hid it. He is a lazy servant.

x  What do you think of a Sunday Schoolldhivho takes the alms money from his parents and
spends it?
x  What do you think of a child who neglects his homework?

Many people began with a small simple business, but through honesty, hard work, and almsgiving,
they became great traders. Many techniciaegan by establishing small workshops, but through
good manners and honesty, they became rich and great technicians. Many children love reading
books and reading a lot helped them to become scientists.

x What is the good manner necessary for the simplewor , t he Chri sti an ¢t
x We are the servants who serve our Lord Jesus Christ.

Conclusion

We shall stand befordim one day to give account for what we did, &elwill ask us about each
talentHe gave us. He wi | | fayotus ©vd.ewaGidsdHepid . ad ¢
say to us, dwell doneo.
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x Which one of the three servants traded and won?
x How many talents did the first win? The second? The third?
x Say the verseé

Applications

1. Place the mark X (wrong) before the talents @ gifts that lose or use it wrongly and the
mark & (right) before the talents you use to
x | befriend bad people ( )

x | read a story for my younger brother ( )
x | tease my friend ( )

x |sing hymns ()

| help the poor ( )

| write neatly ()

| spend money foolishly ()

| am happy ( )

2. Rearrange the following words:
x StewardshipGive -your -of -an-account

x  Much-over-you -set-will -1 -little -a-over-faithful -been-have-you.

X

X X X
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Week 5-Chri st Washes His Disciples

Objective
x Chi st 6s mod-demidly and self

Memory Verse
AA new commandment | give you, that you | ove

References
x John 13

Introduction
x  Where did the Lord Jesus aHik disciples meet the day before the Passover Festival?
x  Why is this Festival ow called Maundy Thursday?

Lesson Outlines

The concept ofH €hdiscopl wadhifeegt: ADo you wur
y o0 uPedsked. You call me Master and Lord, and it is right that you do so, because that is what |
am. l,yourLordand Master, have just washed your feet
A new Commandment nAIl I of you are c| Heanmeant . a

Judas, as it was Judas who betrayed his Master. Although the Lord kndvethsshed his feet...

x Do we have this standard of love?
x Do you want to be a disciple to Christ? Se

Conclusion

x Christ, the Lord of heaven and earth, the Lord of hosts, washed the fdit disciples to
teach us how tbe humble.

x So to what extent are we humble with those we live with following the example of the
beloved Jesus?

Applications
x Rearrange the words of the verse: anothepne-new -love -commandment. youl -that -
you -give.
x Answer the following questionWhat are the deeds that you can perform to make all the
members of your family happy?

x Read Luke 22.
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Week 6- The Holy Week

Objective
x  The passions of Christ purify us of diseases.

Memory Verse

ALord, remember me when you 2ome into your Kin
References

x Luke 22

x Mathew 23,24,25,26,27

x AWIith Ghsi #asismons, Death and Resurrectiono

x ACont emp| aPassiannof CGhristandiséke s ol ut i ono H. H. Pope S

Introduction

x  The Holy Week is probably the most important spiritwalek through out the year in the
church.

x  During this week we participate and walk the path of the Lord Jesus to the cross. We have to
concentrate on prayers only and forget about TV and music and all the earthly distractions.

Lesson Outlines

The church cotemplates the passions of Christ and all the events that took place till Resurrection
during the Holy Week:

l. Lazarus Saturday

On that day, we commemorate the bringing of Lazarus back to life. In the house of Lazarus in
Bethany they prepared a dinner fosug Many people came to Bethany to see the man whom Jesus
raised from death.

1. Palm Sunday

The next day, crowds of people came out to meet Jesus when He entered Jerusalem. The crowds
took the branches of Pal m tr ees naotide SeneohDavidb ut t C
Bl essed is He who comes in the name of the Lord

[l . Public prayer for the Repose of the Dead (Requiem)

Prayers for the repose of the dead are forbidden in the Passion Week, so after the liturgy on Palm
Sunday, the church performs abfio requiem. The sanctuary doors are to be closed, the sanctuary
veils are drawn, and prayers for the repose of the dead are raised.
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