David - Lessons from David's Life: What Does his Life Teach Us?

1. “For the Lord will not forsake his people, for His great name’s sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people.” - I Samuel 13: 22

Why did God choose David to be king instead of Saul? 
I Samuel 15:22-24 tells us that God rejected Saul because:

+ He allowed pride to creep into his heart and take over it

+ He valued his sacrifices to God more than being obedient to God
+ He began to fear the people of Israel more than the Lord

David, on the other hand, was strong in his beliefs, humble, and feared God more than man

 

2.  “For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart”. - I Samuel l6: 7 
Samuel looked at the physical appearance of Jesse’s oldest son, Eliab, and assumed he was the right one for the job. Image plays an important role in every aspect of our society; we worry about having the right car, the big house, the expensive clothes, etc. 
How often do we judge people because we focused on the outside image? 
How important is image to you? 
Does it comfort you to know that God knows your heart? 

 

3. It was critical for David to receive the anointing of the Holy Spirit from Samuel, because without it he would be left to accomplish God’s will with his limited human resources (I Samuel 16:13). 

What is the extent of the Holy Spirit's involvement in your service? 
How much spirit do we need in order to serve Him? 
How can you measure your reliance upon God’s Spirit?

 

4. The first thing God did once David was anointed was to give him a seemingly impossible task to accomplish. Why do you think God did that? 

David remembered his past victories -- those memories helped him overcome Goliath (I Samuel 17:37). 

What are your lions and bears? Write down your past victories so you can be prepared for the next battle. 

 

5. David was able to defeat the giant for he was able to see what others didn’t— “the power of God."  Israel stumbled because the Israelites fixed their eyes on the power of Goliath. 

David vs. Goliath was a mismatch–small vs. large, weak vs. strong, and a sling vs. a sword.

When you focus on the Giant – you stumble.
What are some Giants in our day-to-day life? Bills you cannot pay, people you cannot please, habits you cannot break, a future you cannot face, to name a few. 

When  you focus on God – your Giant stumbles.

 I Samuel 17: 11 and I Samuel 17:37

 

Just like David you can face your Giant even if you aren’t the strongest, the smartest, the best equipped, or the holiest. We must fight according to God’s strength and authority (see Ephesians 6:10). 

 

What was the difference between David’s and Goliath’s approaches to the battle?

Are you able to hear God? Or does your Giant block your way and make it difficult for you to see and hear Him? 

6. David could see Goliath differently because he was familiar with God’s promises to Abraham. 

Are you familiar with the promises in God’s Word?
 

7. What was the significance of David cutting off Goliath’s head? 

David did not just strike the Giant; he killed him with his own sword. He followed through with what he was supposed to do. Often we start strong, but we don’t see the job out to completion, and we end up been being rejected by God like Saul was (I Samuel 15:22-24). 

Have you identified what job or task God wants you to do? Are you a person who can identify what God’s calling you to do? Are you doing whatever it takes to follow through? 

 

8. “ So the women sang as they danced- Saul has slain his thousands and David his ten thousands” - I Samuel 18:7
David was faced with a situation that could have been deadlier than Goliath – the potential for pride. However, “David behaved wisely in all his ways and the Lord was with him” (I Samuel 18:14).

How have you handled your successes in the past? 

Use David’s example as a reminder in your own life.

 

9. "He strengthened himself in the Lord his God when everyone turned against him."  - I Samuel 30:6
How does it help you to think of your enemies as God’s project and not as His failures?

10. David made it a habit of running his options past God (I Samuel 30:8). 

 

11. He turned a deaf ear to old voices (II Samuel 5:6-9). 

 

12. He confessed his fault in front of Nathan (II Samuel 12:13). 

13. He shared his victory with others - he honored the tired soldiers at Brook Besor (I Samuel 30:23-24). 

14. "There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother” - Proverbs 18: 24 

Jonathan saw a true friend in David; he was not afraid to put his life on the line for him. David had a good attitude toward friendship and keeping promises (see I Samuel 20: 17 and II Samuel 9:7). 

Why is it important to have a Jonathan in your life? -- To support you, encourage you, tell you the truth, be honest, and appreciate you. 

What kind of promises have we been given? How many of God’s promises have passed their expiration date?

15. During David’s time of difficulty he had enough sense to go to God’s house and find a brother (Ahimelech) with a fresh word from God.

Where do you go when times are tough? How transparent are you with God and His priests?

 

16. “But as for you, you meant evil against me: but God meant it for good” - Genesis 50:20
God used Saul’s anger and abuse against David to fashion David into a mighty man. Remember, "all things works together for good to those who love God” (Roman 8:28). 

 

17. David danced when the Ark came to Jerusalem.

Is the presence of God an occasion for dancing in your life? How does your worship life compares to David's?

 

18. David was wise and gave Abner a condition to fulfill to serve as a spiritual safeguard (II Samuel 3:13). 

What are some conditions that you can set as spiritual safeguards for yourself?

 

19. David understood that God had established him for the sake of His people Israel.

What are some practical ways in which you can use? What you have been given for the sake of others?

 

20. There was a special bond between God and David: God gave him a personal prophecy concerning his lineage (II Samuel 7:13). 

What is God looking at when it comes to your life?

 

21. Shimei came out, cursing continuously and threw stones at David. Abishai offered to behead him, but David said to him let him curse because the Lord has said to him “Curse David.” (II Samuel 16:5-14).

What would you have done if you were in David’s place?

 

22. David chose punishment at the hand of God rather than at the hand of man; he had learned that the safest place in life is in the hand of God (II Samuel 24:14). 

How do you react to God’s punishment?

 

23. “Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself.” -Deut.17: 17 
David’s disobedience (marrying more than one wife and disobeying God) was setting the stage for a multitude of headaches – His punishment would come eventually (II Samuel 3: 5). 

Sometimes God tells us something is off limits, but we test the water anyway. When nothing happens to us we assume we’re above God’s standard, only to discover the consequences are waiting for us a little further beneath the surface.

What are you doing that you know you shouldn’t? What are you going to do about it before the consequences come?

 

24. The consequences of sin aren’t confined only to those who commit them, but they also affect the people around them. In David's case...

+ Uriah was killed 

+ A child was conceived from adultery 

+ The child died and the Lord brought it to an end

+ David’s sin passed on to his wives and sons

 

Have you ever been hurt by another person's sin (II Samuel 11)?

 

25. When David lost his focus on God...

+ He lost hope and started to fear Saul

+ He started to listen to other people’s advice 

+ He continued his deceit and cover-up lies

+ He lost self-control

+ He didn’t go to battle with his army

+ He had a sexual relation with a married woman

+ He sent her husband to the front lines to be killed in battle 

 

Why didn't David offer prayers for his family? And why didn't he care for his children?

He collected wives as trophies as a mean to his pleasure.

 

Don’t make a mistake about who you marry and die in the care of a stranger.

 

26. God has different plans than you or David had. David was taken from rut to royalty, from  leading sheep to leading an army, from sleeping in the pasture to living in a palace. When God changed David’s plan how did he respond? 

What will be your response to God’s change of plans for you?

Who’s to say yours become the same? How do you reply?
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