Finding Grace in the eyes of the Lord
Then Judah said, “What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants; here we are, my lord’s slaves, both we and he also with whom the cup where found.”














(Gen. 44:16)

 The words of repentance are like music to the Lord’s ears.  Our Lord is longing to hear them from all His children, especially the ones who were lost and have been found.
Our God has a tender heart full of love towards His children, but He treats us harshly from time to time so He can get our attention.  He wants us to understand that in order to gain forgiveness and acceptance from God; we must fully repent by condemning our sinful nature and judging ourselves before being judged by Him.

The grace of God means His love, mercy, favor, forgiveness, blessing, peace and kindness will cover us until we reach His kingdom. He gives it freely to everyone, not because we deserve it or we did anything to acquire it, but because of His love and generosity. 

We need to understand what God’s grace means. 

In The Old Testament, we see that God chose to bestow His grace on some of his people, for He could see their heart and their desire to walk with Him   
· Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord (Gen.6:8) because he was humble and obedient 

· Abraham found grace in the eyes of the Lord because he followed God’s instruction and departed with his family as the Lord instructed him (Gen.12:1-4)

· Jacob found grace after he repented and struggled with God for his blessing (Gen. 32:24-28)  

· Joseph found grace in the eyes of the Lord, for the Lord was with Joseph and he was a successful man (Gen.39:2)

In the New Testament, the grace of God became free to everyone and was never held back due to our sin.  This is because God will provide enough grace to save us and give us victory over sin. 

“And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ”.










(John 1:16-17)
In order to live by the grace of God and to reach the goal of salvation that was provided for us freely by our Lord and savior Jesus Christ when he died for us on the cross, we must follow God’s plan for us. For example

· Grace is like a big check of money ($100000) that was given to us freely.  But in order to benefit from that check, we need to put some effort and follow some instructions so we can cash it (drive to the bank, fill out some forms, wait in line...etc.)

· Grace is like a gift of pregnancy to a woman.  But in order to have joy when the pregnancy comes to term, she must go through some suffering (pain, suffering, many sleepless nights…etc.)

· God’s grace is like a seed that is inserted in every one of us.   “Do not neglect the gift that is in you” (1 Tim 4:14). But in order for us to gain that grace and not have receive it in vain, we require a transformation by rebuking our ungodly life, purification through baptism, partaking in communion, doing good deeds and spreading God’s word.  
“For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.” 









(Romans 10:2-3)
     

We need to realize that our own righteousness amounts to nothing in God’s eyes and we will never increase or decrease salvation by our works.  The only acceptable righteousness to God is the one provided by our Lord Jesus Christ, and only through Him can we obtain Salvation. 
“So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in. Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The water increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth.”










(Gen.7:16-17) 
There was only a single door in the Ark (Jesus Christ is our door to salvation) and only through that door came Salvation to Noah and his family.  It was available for everyone to enter, but the only ones that were saved were those that chose to go in the arc, and the rest drowned. 

It is by our free will that we choose to gain a worldly happiness by being self-reliant and being satisfied the way we are until our life is over.  Or we can obtain saving grace which only comes through following Jesus Christ to gain eternity with Him. 

Why does God allow us to backslide?

Satan is powerful and deceitful. Furthermore, sin can be comfortable, easy, attractive and can promise happiness. Hence this can bring us down into captivity. 

Some sins look glamorous to us from time to time and we have a potential to fall and backslide.  It happens to all of us (even righteous people) because of our sinful nature.  When we sin, we grieve the spirit within us and cause shame and impurity. 

God will allow us to be tested by Satan, in order to strengthen us and to increase our desire to be with Him and cling to Him.  He also allows us to be tested to remind us that we aren’t righteous on our own, but only through His grace.
May the Lord’s grace give you peace in your heart and lead you to walk with Him until you reach His eternity.

